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Statistics Office, Four Courts, Dublin, 
1 $t August, 1872. 



My Lord, 

I have the honour to transmit, for the information of His Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant, the Judicial and Criminal Statistics of Ireland for the year 1871, being 
the ninth year for which these Statistics have been collected and compiled. 

I have, as in preceding years, prefixed an Introductory and Explanatory lteport. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your obedient servant, 

W. Neiison Hancock. 



The Most Hon. the Marquess of Hartington, m.p.. 
Chief Secretary for Ireland. 
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CRIMINAL AND JUDICIAL STATISTICS (IRELAND), 

1871. 



MORNS FOR THE TEAR 1871, 



Compiled by Order of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 



PART I. POLICE— CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS— PRISONS. 

1. Constabulary and Police. — Statements of the Police Establishments and Expenses; 

of the Criminal Classes known to the Police ; and of the Number of Offences 
committed and Offenders apprehended : also, Statements of the Number of 
Inquests held by Coroners ; Proceedings in Districts specially proclaimed. 

2. Criminal Proceedings. — Criminal Proceedings at Assizes, Dublin Commission Court, 

and Quarter Sessions ; Costs of Criminal Prosecutions. 

3. Prisons. — State of the County and County of City and Town Prisons, Number of 

Prisoners, Establishments, and Expenses, State of Bridewells, with Returns of 
Convict Prisons, Reformatory and Industrial Schools, and as to Criminal Lunatics 
in Asylums. 



PART II. COMMON LAW— EQUITY AND CIVIL LAW. 

The Superior Courts of Common Law ; 

The High Court of Chancery, the Landed Estates Court, the Court of Probate, the 
High Court of Admiralty, and the Court of Bankruptcy and Insolvency ; 

The Supreme Courts of Appeal, viz.— Her Majesty in Council, the House of Lords, the 
Privy Council, Ireland, the Court of Appeal in Chancery, the Exchequer Chamber, 
and Court of Criminal Appeal ; 

The Courts of the Chairmen of Counties and Recorders, Sheriffs’ Duties, Local Charter 
Courts for the Recovery of Small Debts, Civil Jurisdiction at Quarter Sessions and 
Jurors’ Sessions; 

The Civil Jurisdiction of the Petty Sessions Courts. ^ 
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INTRODUCTORY AND EXPLANATORY REPORT. 



PART I.— CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 

Criminal 

Statistics. 

The returns of Criminal Statistics in this volume are arranged in order similar to that 
adopted in the volume of English Criminal Statistics, and to compare with the returns 
in which the Irish Statistics have been collected and presented to Parliament since 1863, 
under the directions of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and in compliance with an 
address presented by the House of Lords to Her Majesty. 

As far as possible, the returns in the Appendix, relating to matters connected with 
each other, are grouped together. Thus the Police Tables show the establishments of 
the Police, the criminal classes known to the Police, the offences committed and the 
character of criminals, and grouped with these are the returns of Coroners which 
give the number of inquests held, distinguishing the cases in which the result of the 
inquest was the disclosure of crime, thus presenting points of comparison with the 
returns of crime made by the Police. 

The next class includes returns of criminal proceedings at Assizes, the Commission 
Court, and Quarter Sessions, made by the Local Inspectors of Gaols ; and with these are 
classed the returns of Crown Solicitors as to costs of Criminal proceedings. 

The last group of Criminal Returns relates to the different places in which criminals 
are kept in confinement. Under the general head “Prisons,” this group comprises 
returns from County Gaols, Bridewells, Convict Prisons, Reformatory Schools, Industrial 
Schools, and Lunatic Asylums. 

In this Introductory Report the Statistics are divided more completely, accord- 
ing to subject matter, independent of the source from which the information is 
received, under the four following heads : — 1st, Statistics of Crime ; 2nd, Modes of Pro- 
cedure for Punishing Crime j 3rd, Criminal Classes, and Places of Detention of Criminals ; 

4th, Staff Employed in the Suppression of Crime and Cost incurred. 



CHAPTER I.— STATISTICS OF CRIME. 






The statistics of serious crime committed 



1871, are 



more favourable than in any 



Statistics of Crime. 



year since the Judicial Statistics were first in a complete shape in 1864. 

The following table shows the indictable offences compared with the corresponding C r "J"^ a Jj S is7 Y 



figures since the year 1864 : — 



Indictable Offences not disposed op Sdmmarily. 




previous years. 
Indictablcoflbnces. 
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fm I. The following table shows the oomp.ri.on between 1871 and 1870 of these offenses 
Criminal «« (lofcstil 1, 

S ’“ The different offence, are divided into two ***•«* *»» “ *“ «” “ 

lta» I- were more favourable in 1S71 than in 1870 ; end, secondly, those m which the result, 

salts*, (fo™. fevonrahle in WO then in 1871. 

In each ohm. the offence, are arranged adding to the degree of difference between 
the year. — those that contribute most to the general result coming tot ; the — 
difference is stated in each case, and the degree by whidh the les.er number is below the 
greater added as a per-centage on a uniform principle for exact comparison. 



(A.) Offencbs not disposed of Summarily. 

. Statistics of 1871 more favourable than those of 
187°. 

Total offences of all kinds disposed of by 
indictment, . . • • 

*rasaBr‘r“ 

” against property (wi‘ 

„ malicious, against pr 

to do bodily harm, manslaughter, concealing 
birth of infants, endangering safety of passen- 
gers in railways, and unlawfully abandoning 
children under 2 years of age), 

Perjury, 



Bigamy, child-stealing, and attempts to procure 
miscarriage, • • 

For"ery, and offences against the currency. 



± 



1 



This table .hows a decrease in 1871 of 4 in crime, .gainst human bfe, of 133 in 
malicious offences against property, of 160 again.! property with violence, and of 714 m 
offences against property without violence. The decrease tamed m p.romn^ 6om 1 
to 44 per cent. The unfavourable symptom, in 1871 were an increase of 86 m acquits 
and inflicting bodily harm, or 14-3 per cent., and in attempts to commit suicide 16 o, 
05 per cut. On the whole the decrease of 1,362, or 14 per cent, » a most fayou.able 
result being a greater decrease than in any preceding year. The only fiyire m this 
comparison that could be affected by the mode of taking the statistics is, that of offences 
against property without violence, the Polio, having been directed m 1871 to omit eases 
of reputed theft of the value of 5a and under, where no one was arrested or juoseented, 
as siml, case, had been omitted in the English statistics ; even rf the enhr, diminution 
in this class of theft of 714 were ascribed to this source, deducting this from 1,362 the 
diminution in all crimes would still leave a decrease of 648, and make the serious crimes 
of 1871 less than in any preceding year since 1864. 



[Table. 
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The following table shows the offences determined summarily compared with the I- 




This table shows a decrease in 1871 of 13,826 on the 234,005 offences determined 



summarily hi 1870 — more than double the decrease in the preceding year — and reducing 
the offences determined summarily to a lower absolute amount and lower number per 
10,000 of population than in any year since the statistics were in a complete shape. 

The following table shows the different offences determined summarily, classified 
accord ing to the degree in which the statistics of each were more favourable in 1871 
than 1870, or the reverse : — 




* In the Tables of Summary Offences the figures indicate the number of persons proceeded against. Ill the 
Tables of Indictable Offences the figures indicate the number of crimes committed. 
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It appears from the foregoing table that the decrease in 1871 was spread over a large 
number of the offences determined summarily, and was very marked in three of the most 
important of these offences -Drunkenness 4,782, stealing 534, and malicious and wilful 

fafat™ yeSs, ‘he »"»**» ™*»™ 1 Pdi ” " iEr ’T* H ”“? 

iT “ pLtaimk District,’ being omitted in each cane, » snob offences ate not 
necessarily treasonable in their nature : p _ _ L 



Treasonable Offences in Man. 



in 1866, 

1867, 

1868, 

1869, 

1870, 



The treasonable offence., which in 1S66 and 1887 exceeded 500, we reduced in 18/ 
to 37 and have fallen to 7 in 1871. These figures indicate that the outburst of t.eason 
which took place in 1868 and 1867, may be treated as having come to an end 

The statistics of agrarian crime for 1 871 indicate a very satisfactory dnmnution from 
the great increase in I860 , and 1870. To estimate the relative importance of the 
diminution, it is necessary to refer to the statistics of agrarian crune as indicated by 
outrage, specially reported by the Constabulary, from 1868, when the lmd m.xm.um o 
crime occurred which preceded the maximum m 1870, as shown in the foil g 
table : — 

Agrarian Crime Specially Reported. 



1862, 

1863, 

1864, 

1865, 

1866, 

1867, 

1868, 

1869, 

1870, 

1871, 



This table shows that the outburst of agrarian crime which took place m 1869 and 
1870 has undergone a remarkable diminution. That this diminution is ttely to be 
progressive is shown by the statistic, of the first six months of 1873, as compared with 
the first six months of 1870 and 1871. 






es Specially Reported b 



IE CONSTABULARY. 



’ 187l' 
1872, 



242 

116 



Whilst agrarian crime, are rapidly subsiding, the number (116) occurring in the 
first six months of 1873 is still above half the number in 1865, 1806/ 1867, or »»,»( 

number in the whole of 1866 having been as low as 87. 

On examinino the character of some of the more serious agrarian crimes m 1873, it 
appeals that while connected with land, they relate, not to disputes about compensrtum 
fa improvements or disturbance between landlord and tenant-adequate jurmd.ct.cn 
to dispose of which was confined on the local Courts under the Landlord and Tenant 
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CHAPTER I. 

Statistics of Crime. 



Act, 1870 — but several of them have arisen out of disputes about rights of way between Part I- 
adjoining tenants of the same or adjoining estates, questions of title, and equitable ques- 
tions between families of tenants, or between small proprietors, with which the Irish 
County Court is not competent to deal, having in these respects a more limited juris- 
diction in some of these branches than the corresponding Courts in Scotland, and i 
others than the corresponding Courts in England. 

Before referring to the distribution of crime in counties, it is necessary to notice the 
districts specially proclaimed under the Peace Preservation Act, Ireland, 1870, and the Act, 1870. 
districts which have been for some years under the Peace Preservation Act of 1856 — 
which makes it obligatory to have licence to carry arms — the provisions of which are 
incorporated in the first part of the Peace Preservation Act, 1870. 

The character of the proceedings taken in all the districts specially proclaimed is 
shown in the following table : — 

Proceedings under Peace Preservation Act (1870) in Districts specially Proclaimed. 

Number of warrants issued to search for anus (sec. 10), .... 201 

Number of summonses issued to persons to give evidence (sec. 13), . . . 121 

Number of public-houses closed by order of Lord Lieutenant, . . . 120 

Number of strangers arrested and discharged without security being required (sec. 25), 1 11 

Number of persons arrested at night and acquitted on examination (sec. 23), . 90 

Number of persons arrested at night and punished (sec. 23), . . . 2G 

Number of persons convicted of carrying arms without licence (sec. 6), . . 19 

Number of warrants issued to search for documents in handwriting of persons 

suspected of writing threatening letters (sec. 15), . . . . .12 

Number of persons punished for refusing to give evidence (sec. 13), ... 4 

Number of notices issued by Lord Lieutenant revoking licences to carry arms (sec. 19), 4 

Number of strangers arrested and committed to Gaol in default of security (sec. 25), 4 

Number of strangers arrested and discharged on giving security (sec. 25), . . 1 

Number of warrants issued to detain absconding witnesses (sec. 38), . . 1 

Number of persons punished for non-delivery of arms on revocation of licence (sec. 19), - 



Total Proceedings, 



717 



The distribution of these offences in the different counties or parts of counties 
specially proclaimed is shown in the following table. As the Act was not in force for 
the entire of 1870, and was put in force at different dates towards the end of April, but 
in one case in August and in two cases in November, 1870, columns have been added, 
showing the number of offences in the last six months of 1S71 with the numbers in the 
last six months of 1870. 



Cavan (two baronies and part of third; 
King’s County (parts of five baronies), 
Longford (parts of two baronies), 

Mayo (whole county), 

Meath, „ • • 

Roscommon (parts of two baronies), 
Sligo (two baronies), . . . 

Tipperary (parts of tlirco baronies), 
Westmeath (whole county), 

Total, 



It appears -from this table that in the county of Mayo alone has the number of pro- 
ceedings under this Act in the last six months of 1871 been greater than in the corre- 
sponding period of 1870, and that the increase was only 16, or 22 per cent, whilst in 
Longford there has been no change, and in all the other specially proclaimed districts 

C 
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there has been a decrease, so that the aggregate of proceedings in specially proclaimed 
districts (290) in the last six months of 1871, showed a decrease of 155, or 35 per cent, 
below the number (445) in the last six months of 1870. 

The provision making it necessary to have a licence to carry arms, under the first part 
of the Peace Preservation Act, 1870 (incorporating the provision of the Peace Preser- 
vation Act of 1856), extends to the whole of the provinces of Leinster, Munster, and 
Connaught, and to the counties of Armagh, Cavan, and Monaghan, and parts of Antrim, 
Donegal, Down, Fermanagh, and Londonderry, in Ulster. Dublin, Belfast, Cork, and 
all the principal cities and towns under separate Commissions of the Peace, being subject 
to the same restriction, except the town of Carrickfergus. 

The distribution of crime in counties and districts is shown in the two following 
tables, one having relation to indictable offences not disposed of summarily, and the 




other relating to offences disposed of summarily. 



3 rage of 15 ( 
Police Dist 



68,036 

75,781 

78,509 

23,337 

51,472 

123,324 

147^994 

109,302 

77,071 

112,785 



Galway (including 1 
County of Town of 1 
Cork, Wost Hiding, 
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On examining this table, with reference to the Peace Preservation Act, it will be 
observed that the most marked features correspond, to a large extent, with the proceedings 
under the Act. The county of the town of Carrickfergus, which is the only jurisdiction 
in Ireland of the same class where no licence is required for carrying arms, is in the 
exceptionally favourable position of having the least serious crime, only a proportion of 
l'l in 10,000 of population, while the average of Ireland is 15, and while crime reaches 
in the Dublin Metropolitan Police District a proportion of no less than 130'3. 

Again, of the six counties of which one is wholly and the rest partially exempted from 
licence to carry arms, three are counties standing next to Carrickfergus in freedom 
from crime ; two, Antrim and Down (exclusive of the town of Belfast), are below a 
fourth of the average of crime in Ireland, being 2'7 and 2‘8 in the 10,000 of population; 
and Londonderry is 4- 2; presenting a contrast to the counties at large showing the 
greatest amount of crime — Westmeath, 15, and Longford, 14, which are in whole or in 
part specially proclaimed. 

Three counties, on the other hand, which are amongst the first six showing the 
highest degree of crime, are also amongst those in which other special provisions of the 
Peace Preservation Act were put in force. 

The most marked feature, however, disclosed by this table, is one that was particularly 
noticed last year, viz., the extent to which crime is concentrated in tows in Ireland. 

Thus whilst the average of all Ireland of indictable offences not disposed of summarily 
is 15, the crime in the Dublin Metropolitan Police district reached 130-3 in the 10,000 
of population; and it gives a more definite conception of the matter to notice that of 
the 8,155 indictable offences not disposed of summarily in Ireland, 4,401 or more 
than half occurred in the Dublin Metropolitan Police district. 

That this is only part of a general law, of which Dublin is an extreme case, is shown 
by some other figures : — 



Number of Crimes in each 10,000 of Pofulation. 



Districts. 


In Urban District. 1 

1 


Adjoining County. 


UrbanUfstrict. 


Excess per cont. 




130-3 


13-2 


117-1 


89-9 


Cork City, 


25-5 




180 


70-6 

551 












Limerick City, 


13-8 


7-9 


5-9 j 


42-8 



It appears from this table that the excess of crime in urban districts, as compared 
with the adjoining county, is, in case of Dublin, 89’9 per cent.; in Cork, 70'6 per cent. ; 
in Waterford, 55 - l per cent. ; in Belfast, 49‘1 per cent. ; and in Limerick, 42-8 per cent. 

The operation of the system of electoral division rating has been to concentrate the 
very poor into towns in Ireland, and so to increase the class in which the crimes of 
poverty prevail ; and the recommendation of the Committee of the House of Commons 
of the present Session to establish union rating as in England, will, if carried into effect,, 
have a tendency to check crimes arising from the concentration of the poor. 



[Table 
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The result of this table coincides to a large extent with the preceding— that of the 
table of indictable offences not determined summarily. 

The county of the town of Carrickfergus appears again the lowest as to crime— a 
proportion of only 184 in 10,000 of population, as compared with a maximum of 1,110-3 
in the Dublin Metropolitan Police district, and with 40 7 '5 the average of Ireland. 

Down, Antrim, and Tyrone, three of the counties favoured as to licences for carrying 
arms, are amongst the six lowest as to crime. The specially proclaimed districts are 
not remarkable for minor offences, as only one of them (Westmeath) is above the 
average, and that by a small amount, 429 '4, as compared with an average of 407-5. 

The prevalence of offences in towns is very marked. All the town districts (except 
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Carrickfergus) are specially marked by the statistics, appearing at the head of the list, Past I. 
and for very large numbers. Thus : — Criminai. 

Statistics. 





In this table it is satisfactory to observe that the decrease in crime in 1871 has been 
most marked in some of the districts where crime is highest in both years. 
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Thus, in the Dublin Metropolitan Police District, which shows the highest amount of 
crime, the diminution is 23'3 in the 10,000 of population, while the average decrease in 
all Ireland is only 2 ’7. . 

In Westmeath, in which the crime was 26'5 in the 10,000 in 1870, the large reduction 
of 11 '5 in serious crime has brought it down to the average of 15 of 1871. 

In Meath and Longford the large reduction has brought the crime, which was excessive 
in 1870, below the lower average of 1871. 

In the districts which show an increase of crime, it has in only one case exceeded an 
increase of 3’5, and in Leitrim, where the increase has been 6 9, it has not raised the 
crime above the average. 

The only case where the crime is above average amongst the districts where there has 
been an increase, is the city of Cork, from some of the causes connected with town 
crime, the excess of which has been already referred to. 

The distribution of offences determined summarily in 1871, compared with 1870, is 




shown in the following table 



Total of Ireland, 



se of Offences: — 
Police District, 



401-8 

254-3 

488-4 



County of Town of Droglieda, 
Countv of City of Limerick, 
Cork, West Riding, . 

Cork, East Riding, . 

Sligo, . • • 

County of Town of Carrickfcrg 
Dublin, 

Waterford, 

Tyrone, 



of Offences: 
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This table shows that the largest decreases have been in Dublin Metropolitan Police 
District, Belfast, Tipperary (North Biding), and Wicklow, which were all above the 
average in 1870, and the result has been to bring Tipperary (North Biding) below the 
average of 1871, and Wicklow almost to the average. Statistics of Crime 

The only increases which have brought any district above the average in 1871, are 

Westmeath, 429'4, and Kerry, 431-1, above average of 407‘5, in 1871, and the county of 
the city of Waterford, 959'4, and county of city of Cork, 1,093’3, the latter cases being 
connected with the important question of the large amount of town crimes in Ireland. 

In the following tables the statistics of crime in Ireland for the year- ended 31st Statistics of Irish 
December, 1871, are compared with the corresponding statistics of crime in England and wVth cOTrcspond- 
Wales for the year ended 29th September, 1870, the date up to which the returns are ‘^'g^tatistics in 
made which are included in the Judicial and Criminal Statistics for England and Wales Wales, 
presented to Parliament in 1871. 

The tables are arranged on the plan adopted in the Irish statistics for last year. The 
total is given first, and the different offences given in the order in which they correspond 
with the general result, those offences which most closely correspond with the general 
result coming first, and those which differ most from the general result coming last. 



Paht I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 

Chapter I. 




It appears from this table that the Irish statistics of indictable offences are more 
favourable than the English in the total number of indictable offences, not disposed of 
summarily, to the extent of 4,308, or 34'6 per cent. 



* In this and all subsequent tables in which the English figures aro estimated according to population for the 
purpose of comparison with the Irish figures, the population of England and Wales is taken for the middle of 
1870 as ascertained from the Registrar-General's Office, at 22,457,366, and the population of Ireland for the 
middle of 1871, as returned by the Registrar-General, at 5,380,459. Tbeso numbers show that the population of 
the former country is 417 times greater than that of the latter ; and by this proportion for all tables similar to 
the above, the figures given in the English Judicial and Criminal Statistics for 1870 have been divided. 
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Past I. This proportion corresponds very closely with the proportion given last year in the 

Statistics comparison of Irish statistics of 1870 with English of 1869 (33 per cent.) 

Ca ~ & l The characteristics of the offences follow the same general law. Irish statistics are 
Slattern Of Crime. more favourable than the English in 1871-70, in the case of immoral offences, from 13 
to 66-7 per cent.; in crimes against property, other than malicious, from 51'2 to 68'9 per 
cent. ; in peijury, 51 ’3 per cent. ; and in attempts to commit suicide, 663 per cent. In 
1870-69 the Irish statistics were more favourable than the English in immoral 
offences, from 12 to 85 per cent. ; in crimes against property, from 51 to 77 per cent. ; 
perjury, 43 per cent. ; and attempts to commit suicide, 77 per cent. 

The crimes in which the English statistics are more favourable than the Irish are 
riot and assaults of various classes, ranging from 84'9 per cent, to 89 - 6 per cent.; 
malicious offences against property, 77 per cent. ; in unclassed offences, 79'8 per cent. ; 
and offences against the lives of others, 14 per cent. In the comparison of 1870-69 
riots and assaults in England and Wales were from 77 to 81 per cent, less; malicious 
offences, 84 per cent, less; unclassed offences, 89 per cent, less; and crimes against the 
lives of others, 4 per cent. less. 

The above comparison relates entirely to indictable offences not disposed of summarily , 
but in both countries Justices have power to deal with certain cases of theft, assaults, 
and malicious injuries to property, either summarily or by indictment. As the Courts of 
Petty Sessions are somewhat differently constituted in Ireland and England and Wales, 
from the presence of official or paid Magistrates in all districts in Ireland, rural as 
well as urban, the following table of offences disposed of summarily, belonging, to 
classes that possibly might be indicted, has been constructed and the comparison carried 
out in it on the same plan as in the preceding table : — 




It appears from this table that in the statistics of offences actually disposed of 
summarily, but which belong to a class that might be dealt with by indictment, the 
result follows the same law, and presents the same characteristics as in the more serious 
offences which are actually made the subject of indictment. 

The Irish statistics are more favourable than the English, in this class of offences, to 
the extent of 4,101 offences, or 17’2 per cent. In stealing alone to the extent of 65’8 

* Common assaults have not been included. As to the impossibility of any assaults that would be properly the 
subject of indictment being thus excluded so far as the Irish statistics are concerned, vide Judicial Statistics of 
Ireland, 1869, p. 16. 
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per cent, and in aggravated assaults on women and children, most nearly allied with Part I. 

immoral offences, 17 "4 per cent. ; on the other hand, the Irish statistics are less favour- bmtmtm* 

able by 32 -9 per cent, in the minor cases of malicious offences against property, and 5-2 

per cent, in assaults on peace officers, and breaches of the peace, &c. _ Chapter I. 



In the Police Tables of crimes reported, the statistics of murder are included with Statistics of 
other offences affecting human life, and not taken separately for comparison, as explained IJXnfoides* 
in preceding reports. In consequence of the difference of the system of public prosecu- 
tions in Ireland from that in England, the returns of the Police are framed on a 
different principle. The Police returns in Ireland are framed chiefly according to the 
crime charged at the commencement of the prosecution, and correspond very closely 
with the verdicts at Coroners’ inquests. In England the Police returns are made 
according to the verdicts at the trial;* and all those cases in which the Jury convicts 
of a crime other than that charged in the indictment (e.g., in cases where upon a trial 
for murder a verdict of manslaughter or of concealment of birth is returned) appear in 
different classes in the statistics of England and of Ireland. In the former they are 
classified according to the verdict of the Jury, while in the latter they are returned as 
murder, that being the crime found by the Coroner’s Jury, and for which the indict- 
ment was framed. The statistics which afford the best standard of comparison of the 
cases commonly referred to as murders, irrespective of the legal definition of the 
offence or final verdict, are the verdicts at Coroners’ inquests, and these in Ireland 
and England and Wales are to a large extent comparable. 




It appears from this table that the number of cases in which murder, other than 
infanticide, was charged by the verdicts of Coroners’ inquests, was 32 in Ireland in 
1871, as compared with 18 in an equal portion of the population of England and 
Wales in 1870, showing a difference against Ireland of 14, or 437 per cent. It is, how- 
ever, satisfactory to observe that in this unfavourable feature of Irish crime, the number 
of verdicts of wilful murder of persons above 1 year of age showed a marked diminution 
in 1871, the number being only 32 as compared with 40 in 1870. 

The statistics of infanticide in both countries are quite startling. 

The proportion of children in Ireland to the rest of the population was ascertained 
by the Census Commissioners in 1861 to be as 2'4 to 97’6, or, in other words, that in 
every 200 of the population, about 5 are infants under one year of age. It follows 
from this that the proportional number of murders of infants under one year of age which 
would correspond to the 32 murders which appear from the Coroners’ returns to have 
taken place amongst the rest of the population, would be about 0'S a year, or 4 in 5 
* Judicial and Criminal Statistics for England and Wales for 1S70, Kcport, p. xx. 

D 
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Pam I. - years. The actual number of infanticides is therefore about 27 times the number of 
Cbhhnal murders occurring amongst the same amount of the population at other periods of 1 e 
Statistics. 

on an average. 

SiaiMu of Crime. In England and Wales the proportion of the population under one year to those above 

one year of age is 3 to 97; it follows, therefore, that the number of infanticides which 

would correspond to the 18 murders of persons above one year of age would be about 
0-55 in one year, or less than 4 in 7 years. The actual number would appear to be on 
an average about 66 times the number occurring amongst the same number of the popu- 
lation in England and Wales at other periods of life. The excess of infanticides above 
other murders in both countries presents matter for consideration as to the causes of the 
imm orality which leads to this crime. 



Results of pro- 
of murder. 



From a comparison of the actual convictions for murder with the total number of 
murders and infanticides committed, views have been entertained that murders are very 
inadequately detected and punished in Ireland; but the result of the proceedings 
instituted in 262 cases in which verdicts of murder of persons above one year of age, 
and 139 cases in which verdicts of infanticide were found in Ireland, during a 
lengthened period, have been traced, and out of the 262 murders, persons were 
arrested in 242 cases, and in only 19 cases was no one arrested. 



The number of persons committed for murder was 310. Of these, 14 were found 
insane, 15 acquitted on the ground of insanity, and 3 committed suicide or died before 
trial. All these cases (32 in all) may be taken as equivalent to convictions for murder ; 
besides these there were 31 actual convictions of murder, which would give a total ot 
63 persons who were dealt with substantially as if convicted for murder : 103 were 
convicted of lesser offences; adding these to the 63 substantially convicted of murder, 
we get 166, or 53 per cent., of the persons committed who were convicted and punished, 
or died, or were treated as insane. The persons acquitted and discharged were 63, and 
in only 8 cases was there no verdict in consequence of the Jury not agreeing. In 23 
cases the Grand Jury were not satisfied with the evidence, and found no bill. The 
result of these statistics is to show a very active detection and prosecution of crime 
in Ireland, though, owing to the very strong feeling against capital punishment, the 
convictions for lesser offences were 103 as compared with 31 for murder. 



In the cases of infanticide, criminals, as might be expected, were not so frequently 
detected. Out of 139 cases of verdicts by Coroners’ Juries of wilful murder of children 
one year and under, in 95 cases there were arrests, while in 44 cases no person was 
arrested. 

There were 106 persons committed for trial for infanticides. So strongly, however, 
does the feeling against capital punishment appear to operate, that whilst 42 were con- 
victed of a lesser offence than murder, there was not a single conviction for murder, and 
no less than 39 were acquitted and discharged ; in 9 cases the Grand Jury were not 
satisfied with the evidence. These statistics corroborate the recommendation of the 
Select Committee as to the abolition of capital punishment for infanticide. If the 
punishment were more in accordance with public opinion, the prosecutions and convic- 
tions would be more frequent, and the excessive number of infanticides would be more 
effectually checked. 



[Table. 
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The statistics of offences determined summarily, other than those which might be 1'akt I. 
indicted, are compared in the following table : — ^atotics 




The statistics of offences, other than indictable offences determined summarily, present- 
a general result unfavourable to Ireland as compared with England and Wales — the 
number of such offences being 97,933, or 48’9 per cent., less in a corresponding portion 
of the population of England and Wales than in Ireland. 

This result is brought about by the Irish statistics being less favourable than the 
English in the following classes of offences to the degree stated : — Offences against Ways 
Acts, 78'5 per cent. ; offences against Fishery Acts, 78’2 per cent. ; unclassed offences, 
76 '6 per cent. ; drunkenness, drunk and disorderly, 6 5 '4 per cent. ; offences against 
Nuisance Acts, 65'3 per cent. ; offences against Weights and Measures Acts, 62-1 per 
cent. ; offences against the Lord’s Day Act, 47 '1 per cent. ; common assaults, 45 '2 per 
cent. ; enforcement of Vagrant Act against prostitutes, 29-0 per cent. ; offences against- 
Revenue Laws, 26’4 per cent. ; offences against Mutiny Act, 22 '2 per cent. ; offences- 
against Licensed Victuallers and Beer Acts, 16'4per cent. ; offences relating to servants 
apprentices, and masters, 14'3 per cent. 

On the other hand, the Irish statistics are more favourable than the English in the 
following classes of offences to the degree stated : — Offences against cattle plague orders 
6-9 per cent.; offences against Pawnbrokers Acts, 19'8 per cent. ; cruelty to animals 
22-7 per cent. ; offences against Police Acts, 55-2 per cent. ; offences against Chimney 
Sweepers Act, 60'9 per cent. ; offences against Mercantile Marine Acts, 62-3 per cent. ; 
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Part! offences against factory Act, 71 ’5 per cent.; offences against Game Acts, 77 '2 per 

Crimixal cent.; offences against Poor Law Acts, 78'9 per cent. ; enforcement of Vagrant Act 

St atisti cs. 0 ^ er than against prostitutes, 79'4 ; offences against Local Acts, 79’8 per cent. , and 
Chapter I. disobedience of Bastardy Orders, 99'1 per cent. 

Statistics ofCnmi. characteristics of Irish and English minor offences thus disclosed correspond very 

closely with those noticed in the comparison of last year. There is, however, one satis- 
factory matter indicated. In all the different classes of minor offences in Ireland, where 
the Irish statistics appear unfavourable, or the offences exceed 1,000 in number, there 
has, with a single exception, been a marked decrease in 1871 as compared with 
1870. The exception is offences against the Nuisances Acts, which were 4,710, as 
compared with 3,892, in 1870. This difference arose, no doubt, not from any greater 
amount of nuisances, but from a more active and vigilant enforcement of the law. In 
the four largest classes of these, the absolute decrease in the offences from 1870 to 1871 
was as follows Drunkenness from 96,116 to 91,334, or 4,782 ; in road offences from 
38,914 to 33,354, or 5,560 ; in common assaults from 33,340 to 32,805, or 535 ; offences 
unclassed from 16,520 to 15,263 or 1,257. _ 

With regard to drunkenness, and being drunk and disorderly, the law is somewhat 
different in Ireland and England, and special returns were obtained m both countries 
as to habitual drunkards, and the whole subject will be noticed in a subsequent part 
of this report, under the head of the character of offenders. 

In the enforcement of other Acts of Parliament, there are also differences in the 
laws between the two countries, which make the comparison of offences disposed of 
summarily not so exact as that of indictable offences ; many of these offences too being, 
like road offences, mere breaches of discipline, their greater or less enforcement depends 
largely on the number of police, and, in Ireland, where the number is more than twice 
as great in proportion to population as in England and Wales, the number of such 
offences coming under the notice of the police is likely to be larger. 

As to moral characteristics, no conclusion can be drawn from the lesser number of 
cases of disobeying bastardy orders in Ireland, 99T, or from the lesser number of 
prosecutions of prostitutes as vagrants in England, 29 -0, as the bastardy laws are 
entirely different, and vagrant laws are not sufficiently identical to allow of an exact 
comparison. 

There are, however, two characteristics which may be taken as unaffected by these 
results. The English statistics are more favourable in showing a smaller number of 
common assaults by 45'2 per cent., whilst the Irish are more favourable in showing a 
smaller number of cases of cruelty to animals of 22’7 per cent. 

Statistics of crime Since the Irish Judicial Statistics were commenced in 1863, the crime in Ireland has 
been compared with that of England and Wales alone. 

CTinwin Scotland. The Scotch statistics were not for many years in a state that admitted of useful com- 
parison, but in 1870 and 1871 the delay which had occurred was got over, and under 
the provisions of an Act of Parliament for enforcing the returns, they are now presented 
annually to Parliament, in a form as closely corresponding to the English and Irish 
statistics as the difference in the law and modes of administration in Scotland will 
admit of. 

The distinction between indictable offences and those disposed of summarily is not 
clearly marked, but by reducing the offences of all kinds to the following five classes a 
sufficiently good basis of comparison has been obtained : — offences (1) against human 
life, (2) against morals, (3) against property, (4) against veracity, and (5) Police offences 
including riot, assaults, and violation of discipline, under various Acts of Parliament. 

The comparison of crime in Ireland and England is open to the consideration that the 
circumstances of the two countries differ very much. Agriculture preponderating in the 
one, and manufactures in the other, there is, too, a great contrast in wealth and in 
concentration of the population in the towns. 
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The comparison with Scotland affords a more perfect test of the different effects of laws, Past I. 
institutions, and social arrangements, especially if the comparison be limited to Ulster. Staiwics 

From the close proximity of Ulster to Scotland, and the early migration of the Ulster 

Scoti to Argyle (the Hill of the Gaels or Irish) and thence to the whole Highlands, Chaj’tkh J . 
transferring their name to Scotland, and the modern migration of Ulster Celtic labourers ° '* ,cs °' 
to the Scotch towns, and from the large part which the Lowland Scotch of Anglo- 
Saxon race took in the plantation of Ulster, and in the subsequent development of trade 
and manufactures, being the ancestors of the majority of the Protestant population — 

Ulster and Scotland correspond more closely in respect of race than any two portions of 
the United Kingdom. From the development of manufactures in Ulster, that province 
more closely resembles Scotland than any portion of Ireland in the distribution of the 
population between agriculture and manufactures. Ulster, too, resembles Scotland in 
the more friendly relations between landlord and tenant. 




57,134, whilst in a portion of the population of Scotland equal to that of Ulster in 1870 
it was 64,538. The number in Ulster was thus 7,404, or 11 -5 per cent, less than in 
Scotland. 

The crimes against human life in Ulster were 83, as compared with 95 in Scotland, 
or 12 (or 12'6 per cent.) less. The crimes against veracity were only 6 in Ulster, as 
compared with 9 in Scotland, or 33 - 3 per cent. less. The crimes against morals (rape, 
indecency, &c.,) were only 33 in Ulster, as compared with 100 in Scotland, or 67 per 
cent. less. The offences against property in Ulster were only 3,530, as compared with 
13,052 in Scotland, or 9,522 (or 73 per cent.) less. 

The unfavourable feature of the Ulster statistics is in Police offences, including riot, 
assaults and violation of discipline under Acts of Parliament. There were 53,482 in 
Ulster, as compared with 51,282 in Scotland, so that the Scotch offences of this class 
were 2,200, or 4'1 per cent. less. 



and Criminal Statistics for 1870, by an estimate 
. . _>r the middle of 1870 is tahen, as returned by the Itegistrar-Gencral at 

,335,418; and the population of Ulster for the middle of 1871 isestimated from the Census population (1,830,3981 
for Ulster in the population during the three months subsequent to the 



by deducting a proportionate decrease 

Census. It appears that since 1861 the proportion „ 

give for the three months in question out of the total decrea 
the middle of 1871 of 1,827,395, and a proportion to the See 
the above table have accordingly been obtained by dividing 



1 ll0Cn 21 P er CL ’ 

:b population of 1 to 1-83. The Scotch figures 
le total offences returned by l - 83. 
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With regard to this feature of the Ulster statistics the larger proportion of police to 
population in Ulster than in Scotland is to be borne in mind, the numbers being as 
nearly as possible twice as many in proportion to population in Ulster. 

The larger proportion of offences against morals in Scotland has an important 
bearing on the policy of maintaining a different law of marriage in Scotland from that 
is in other portions of the United Kingdom, after the strong recommendations of the 
Marriage Law Commission made some years since on this subject. 

The fifth table in the Appendix contains the number of indictable offences committed 
in the year, the number of persons apprehended for them, and the disposal of the persons 



so apprehended. The following is a summary 
apprehensions : — 


of the returns with respect to 


Indictable Offences (not disposed of sbmmarilt). 


KcS. j 




|i|5s 


January, February, and March, . 
April, May, and June, 

July, August, and September, . 
October, November, and December, 


1,994 

1,975 

2,156 

2,030 


1,363 
1,376 
1,621 
1,273 l 


68- 4 

69- 7 

62-7 


Total, 


8,155 


5,633 


691 



This table shows a very high proportion (69 per cent.) of apprehensions. As might 
be expected the greatest proportional number of- arrests was made in the summer 
quarter of the year. The smallest number was made, as appears from the above 
figures, in the three first winter months. The proportion of apprehensions to crimes 
committed is in Ireland very much higher than in England and Wales. 



disposed dp* summarily) in 1871 compared with 
those in England and Wales in 1870. 


Apprclicn'sio 




a^:b: 


X£„., 


■®. 


7:£ 


“5? 


TuEn'elenJ 1 




Per CMlt. 


Per cent. 


Per cent. 


Per cent. 




68-4 


48-6 


- 


18-S 


April, fey, and June, 


69-7 




- 














October, November, and December, . 


62-8 




- 




Total, 


69-1 


51-2 


- 


17-9 



It appears from this table how much larger the proportion of persons apprehended to 
the number of crimes committed is in Ireland than in England and Wales, viz. — 69 per- 
cent., as compared with 51 per cent. This is what might be expected from the larger 
proportion of Police to population in Ireland, and the more complete system of official 
prosecutions by Stipendiary Magistrates and Sessional and Assize Crown Solicitors. 

The hio-hest proportion noticed in the English statistics for some years was 58'2 
in 1863, while the proportion in Ireland has, since the compilation of these statistics 
was commenced in 1863, always been very much higher than this. In contrast 
with this general enforcement of the law by the apprehension of criminals, the want 
of detection of certain classes of crime, not shown in these returns, but otherwise 
ascertained, was made the subject of observation in Parliament on the proposal 
of the Peace Preservation Act. — Hansard, 1870, vol. 200, col. 86, et seq. 

In connexion with the criminal classes known to the Police, the most important 
statistics are those which show the character of the persons actually proceeded against, 
whether apprehended for indictable offences or proceeded against summarily. 

* For the year 18G9. 
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The persons proceeded against in Ireland in 1871, classified according to character, Pari I. 
are compared with the number in England and Wales in 1870 in the following table C riminal 




It appears from this summary that in Ireland 18'2 per cent, of the persons proceeded 
against were of character unknown to the Police, whilst in England and Wales 32'9 per 
cent, of those proceeded against were of that class. This arises in part from the much 
higher number of Police in proportion to the population in Ireland thau in England and 
Wales, already noticed, and in part from the greater number of foreigners and the 
greater aggregation of the people in cities and towns in England than in Ireland. 

In Ireland 82 per cent, of those proceeded against whose characters were ascertained, 
were of previous good character, while in England and Wales only 58‘2 per cent, were 
of this class. 

In analyzing the statistics in order more minutely to trace the causes of crime 
that admit of prevention, the following remarkable results are disclosed. In the case 
of men proceeded against summarily, if we deduct those whose character is unknown 
and those of previous good character, those of bad character are classed as follows 




From this table it appears that of 16,146 men of bad character proceeded against by 
indictment or summarily, no less than 6,629, or 41 per cent., were habitual drunkards. 
In the convictions for drunkenness and being drunk and disorderly, including women, 
and not confined to men of bad character only, the prevalence of habitual drunkenness 
is no less remarkable. It appears from a return compiled in this department* as to 
such convictions from 1st July, 1870, to 1st July, 1871, that of 92,295 convictions 
35,658, or 38’6 per cent, were not first convictions, and no less than 10,911, or 18'3 per 
cent., were convictions that had been preceded by three or more convictions. 

These figures indicate the importance of the provisions in the new Licensing Act 
extended to Ireland, which impose increased penalties on drunkenness, and of the 
• House of Commons Paper, 1871, No. 505. 
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Criminal cageg 0 f habitual drunkards. 



Chatter I. 


haracter proceeded against on 
;t and Summarily. 


sSSi S* 


Per-centage to 
Bad Character. 


women proceeded 


17,153 


100- 


dictmcnt and 
summarily. 

(Police Table, Prostitutes, 

No I. -I I.) Suspicious Persons, . • 

Habitual Drunkards (not included l 
Vagrants, Ti-amps, and others, with 
Known Thieves, 


n other classes), 

out visible means of subsistence, 


10,456 

2,565 

1,891 

1,190 

1,051 


610 

15-0 

110 

6-9 

61 



It will be seen from the number of habitual drunkards in this table, that in the case 
of -women as well as men, the question of habitual drunkenness is of importance, as they 
form a more numerous class (1,891, or ll’O per cent.,) than vagrants (1,190, or 6'9 per 
cent.), and are nearly twice as numerous as known thieves (1,051, or G'l per cent.) The 
really startling figure in this table, however, is the number of prostitutes. It appeals 
that of 17,153 women of ascertained bad character proceeded against in Ireland, no less 
than 10,456, or 61'0 per cent., were prostitutes. 

In connexion with the discussions as to the legislation required for checking the 
physical evils arising from prostitution, these figures, showing the intimate connexion 
between prostitution and crime, suggest the larger question of the moral and social 
results of prostitution. 



CHAPTER II.— MODES OF PROCEDURE FOR PUNISHING CRIME. 



Procedure. 



Difference in 




Coroners’ Inquc 



In Ireland the modes of procedure for punishing crime are a combination of the 
English and Scotch systems, with some special arrangements added which are peculiar 
to Ireland. There is, in the first place, a complete system of Coroners for the holding 
of inquests exactly on the model of Coroners’ inquests in England. Then there is m 
each county a Sessional Crown Solicitor for criminal cases at Quarter Sessions and special 
cases heard at Petty Sessions, or at Inquests, and also a Crown Solicitor for Assizes. 
These officers in some degree correspond to the Procurators-Fiscal for Scotch counties. 
In addition to them, the Police in Ireland are under central control, report specially 
on all crimes, and act as prosecutors. There are in each county, in addition to the 
Justices of the Peace, Stipendiary Magistrates in communication with the central 
Government, and also acting in the collection of evidence in all serious cases. 

Returns have been received for 1871 for all the Coroners’ districts in Ireland, except 
for the town of Galway, giving the number of inquests for each district, with the 
verdicts found by the jury. The returns further distinguish, in the case of children 
under seven years of age, the legitimate from the illegitimate. 

The returns distinguish the sex of the body on which the inquest is held, and it 
appears that there is a much greater sacrifice of men and boys by violent death than of 
women and girls, the inquests on men and boys being 2,047 as compared with 847 on 
women and girls, and this difference occurs in every class of verdict. 
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. Tlie classification of the inquests according to age of the person on whom the inquest was 
held is shown in the following table, and is compared with the proportion of population 




It appears from this table that the age-periods at which inquests are excessive are 
those on infants (1 year and under) and aged persons (60 years and above). In the 
case of infants the proportion 8-10 is nearly four times the proportion to be expected from 
the distribution of ages in population 2'36. Amongst the aged it is 23-83, or less than 
three times the proportion to be expected, 9-32. 



Part I, 
Criminal 
Statistics. 

CiiAPTun n. 
Procedure. 
Coroners’ Inquests. 
Ages of deceased 
compared with 
population at such 



In connexion with the question of the effect of illegitimacy as productive of infanticide 
and death amongst children, statistics have been obtained in the case of 193 out of the 
above 227 infants on whom inquests have been held, and the result is shown in the 
following table : — 




In this table the number of verdicts of each kind on illegitimate infants aged 1 year 
and under is compared with the number to be expected amongst a proportion of 
legitimate infants equal in number to the estimated number of illegitimate children of 
1 year and under, the estimate being founded upon the proportion of illegitimate to 
legitimate births (2'9 to 97'1) as ascertained by the Registrar-General for Ireland in 
his annual Report for 1869. 

* The proportions for this column oro estimated from (lie latest published proportions of the population of 
the various ages, in the Report of the Census Commissioners, in which the age periods are different from tlio^c 
in this table. 

E 
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Part I. 

Crimin' A i. 
Statistics. 

Chapter II. 
Procedure. 
Coroncrs’Inqucats. 



It appem fat fa excess of total inquests ou illegitimate infants (82) above fa 
number to be expected (3-31) on legitimate infants is 78-69, or 96-12 per cent. 

This excess is Ugbest in infanticide (99-99 per cent), and lowest in accidental death 
(84-31 per cent.) In (uses of natural death other than from want or neglect, the excess 
is 99-46 per cent. ; of diseases aggravated by neglect, the excess is 99-26 per cent . ; o 
death from want, cold, exposure, Ac., the excess is 98 2S per cent. ; of manslaughter, 
98-04 per cent. s in cases of infants found dead, 9.-96 per cent. ; of death from injuries 
unknown at inquest, 94'34 per cent. 



Inquests in In the following table Coroners’ inquests in Ireland in 1871 are compared with those 

l r i n thoscT red in England and Wales in 1870 



Verdicts of Coroners in Ireland in 1871 compared 
with those in England and Wales in 1870. 




Actual Difforcaco. 


Difference per Cent. 


‘"i/'sn. 


‘ili 


English pro- 
portionate 


English 

T5 ; 


Eumber 
less than 


less than 
Number. 


Total, 


2,894 


6,085 


3,191 


- 


52-4 


- 


Accidental clcatl 

Death from causes not specified in returns, 
Suicide, or self-murder, 

Found dead, 

Infanticide 

Manslaughter, 

Justifiable homicide, .... 
Death from injuries, causes unknown, . 
Murder, other than infanticide, . 

Death from want, cold, exposure, &c., . 
Death from excessive drinking, . 

Death from disease aggravated by neglect, 




982 

920 

125 

418 

21 

40 

3 

50 

96 

119 


2,615 

2,133 

364 

644 

36 

40 
17 
77 
76 
. 30 


1,633 

1,213 

239 

226 

15 

11 


i 

10 

16 

19 

43 

58 


62-4 

56-9 

65-7 

35-1 

41-7 

21-6 


33-3 

20-0 

46-9 

19-8 

36-1 

65-9 



The leading characteristics of the comparisons in this table are, that the entire 
number of inquests in Ireland were 3,191, or 52'4 per cent, less than the corresponding 
number in England and Wales. This number is almost entirely made up by the large 
excess in accidental deaths in England and Wales, 1,633, and death from causes not 
specified in the returns, 1,213. The cases of infanticide and murder have been already 
referred to in connexion with the police statistics on the same subject. 

The unfavourable features of these statistics, as regards Ireland, are in the number 
of deaths from excessive drinking, from want, cold, exposure, &c., and from disease 
aggravated by neglect. The proportionate English numbers under these heads were, — in 
excessive drinking, 43, or 36 '1 per cent, less ; in deaths from want, &c., 19, or 19'8 per 
cent, less; and in disease aggravated by neglect, 58, or 65'9 per cent, less than in 
Ireland. 

^ ^ j ^ After the statistics of Coroners’ Inquests, the statistics relating to the apprehension, 
trial, and punish-’ trial, and punishment of criminals, come to be treated, 
ment of criminals. 

With regard to persons dealt with summarily, the Police tables give complete infor- 
mation as to the number apprehended, the number punished, and the nature of the 
punishment. But in the case of persons proceeded against by indictment, the Police 
supply only the number apprehended and the disposal of them prior to trial. With 
regard to the number actually tried or discharged for want of evidence or otherwise, 
the number acquitted on trial or punished, and the nature of the penalty, statistics have 
been compiled, as in former years, from the records of the Clerks of the Crown and of 
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the Peace, and returned by the Local Inspectors of Gaols for each county. As, in the Past X. 
first instance, the apprehension often takes place a considerable time after the commis- Criminal 
sion of the crime, and as, in the second instance, the trial sometimes does not take place "" ‘ SIiC 3 ' 
in the same year as the apprehension, these latter returns necessarily do not agree in Chapter XI. 
any one year with the Police returns of persons sent on for trial, although in a series of Prceedur '- 
years there is a substantial agreement between the two classes of returns. 



As in the previous chapter, persons proceeded against are divided into two classes— 
those dealt with by indictment at Assizes, the Dublin Commission Court, and Quarter 
Sessions, and those dealt with summarily by Magistrates. 



The following summary shows the number of persons apprehended by the Police for 
indictable offences in Ireland in 1871, with the manner of their disposal before trial, 
together with the corresponding statistics for England and Wales in 1870 for com- 
parison : — 





Ireland, 1871. 


Jf 


'"“A", 10 


Ireland, 1871. 




DEALT WITH 1>Y INDICTMENT. 


| ?Mh 


B°/«. 


’T 


B 


"rr 


1W, 


sr* 


rc.-ce; 


a! 04 * 


3 


£ 


3 


"'°7“ 


Total, 


5,633 


4,351 


1,282 


4,862 


1,520 


100' 


100- 


! 100- 


100- 


Total bailed and committed for trial, . 


3,783 


3,045 


738 


3,494 


870 


70-0 


57-5 


71-9 


5,‘G 


Bailed for trial, 


1,930 


1,720 1 


204 


292 












Committed fer trial, . 


1,853 


1,319 


534 


3,202 


813 


30-4 


41-0 


65’S 


53'5 


Total discharged, &c., . 


1,850 


1,306 


544 


1,368 


044 


300 


42-5 


28-1 


42-4 


Discharged for want of evidence, 


983 


714 


969 


1,084 


502 


16 '4 








Discharged for want of prosecution, . 


018 




226 














Bailed, .... 


187 




32 


22 












Committed for want of sureties, 


b2 


45 


17 


8 


1 


1-0 


1-4 


■2 


1 



Disposal of 
persons appre- 
hended, prior to 
trial, compared 



The large proportion of those discharged for want of prosecution in Ireland, 9'0 per 
cent, of men and 17'6 per cent, of women, as compared with 5-3 per cent, of men and 
9'1 per cent, of women in England and Wales, arises from the system of public prosecu- 
tions under the direction of the Attorney-General in Ireland. In Scotland 14 per cent, 
of men and women taken together were discharged without being tried, and 1 1 per cent, 
of these by the Lord Advocate, who occupies a position in Scotland as to prosecutions 
sqmewhat similar to that occupied by the Attorney-General in Ireland. 

The proportion discharged for want of evidence in England and Wales, 22-2 and 33-0 
per cent., is largerthanthe proportions of 16 4 and 21'0 per cent, in Ireland ; the differ- 
ence being, no doubt, caused by the prosecutions conducted by private parties, as in 
England, failing oftener from want of evidence than when conducted by public prose- 
cutors, as in Ireland. 

The great difference in the proportion of those bailed for trial, 39 -6 per cent, of 
men and 15-9 per cent, of women, in Ireland, as compared with 6'1 per cent, of men 
and 4-1 per cent, of women in England and Wales, with a corresponding difference 
in the opposite direction in the number committed for trial, indicates very clearly the 
less serious character in Ireland than in England and Wales of the crimes for which 
parties are made amenable to the Superior Courts. 

E 2 
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In the following table the number £ 
indictment in the two countries are com{ 



Total tried, 

X. Convicted, or detained as insane, 

Vis.: — Sentenced to imprisonment, &c., 
Sentenced to penal servitude, . 

Found insane, . • • • 

Detained after acquittal on ground c 
insanity, . ■ • • • 

Sentenced to death, * • 



IX. Acquitted on trial, . 



The total returned as tried in this table, does not necessarily agree with those returned 
by the Police a. bailed or committed for trial; for in all cases of per™, committed or 
bailed for trial in the last half of the year in the case of Assizes, and the last quarter of 
the year in th. ease of Quar ter Sessions, the trial take, place m a subsequent year to the 
committal ; .gain, where persons die in prison, or do not attend m discharge of hem 
tail, whilst they would be committed or bailed for trial, they would neyer be actually 

‘“he larger proportion of persons sentenced to penal servitude in England and Wales, 
1070 per cent., as compared with 578 per cent, in Ireland, indicates the result already 
referred to, of the much more serious character of the crime disposed of at the Superior 
Criminal Courts in England and Wales than in Ireland. 

The larger proportion of persons detained after acquittal on the ground of insanity, 
0-30 per cent, in Ireland, as compared with 0'08 per cent, in Eng and and Wales, is what 
might b. expected from th. ranch larger proportion of dangerous lunatics m Ireland than 

m |h?p°opo“t7ofa’,uitt.ls in Ireland, 3871 per cent, is largo a, compared with the 
22 05 per cent in England and Wales; but it appears from the following table, that this 
is the highest proportion of acquittals for Ireland since 1866, when it wos 38-3. The 
number in 1810 was only 3375, nearly corresponding with the proportional number m 
England and Wales. 

l With regard to persons actually tried by indictment at Assizes, Dublin Commission 
Court, and Quarter Sessions, the following table sets forth the numbers for a senes of 







Convicted 




Proport o i of tlioso Tried 


Year. | 


Tried. j 


detained 


Acquitted. 


Con victed or 




1864, 

1863, 

1866, 

1807, 

1868, 

1869, 

1870, 

1871, 


4,097 
3,654 
3,408 
3,601 
3,207 
3,329 
3,966 
3,5 S2 


3,028 1 

2,690 

2,444 

2,758 

2,418 

2,469 

3.064 

2,574 


1,069 

964 

964 

843 

789 

902 

1,008 


74- 0 
73-6 
71-7 
76-6 

75- 4 
74’2_ 

71-86 


26-0 

26-4 

28-3 

23- 4 

24- 6 

25- 8 
22-75 
2814 
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The result of proceedings before Grand Juries in criminal cases is shown by the Part!. 
returns of the Clerks of the Crown and Peace. The difference between the number, s^miics 

3,582, actually tried, and 4,485 returned by them as for trial in Superior Criminal Courts 

is 903, and the grounds of discharge of these is thus accounted for by them .Chapter II 

J Procedure. 



No bill found by Grand Jury, . 
No prosecution, 

Bailed and not tried, . 



455 

376 

72 



Disposal of Bills 




Total, 



903 



These figures indicate the important fimetion discharged by Grand Juries in stopping 
prosecutions. 

In the case of prosecutions at Quarter Sessions, there are distinct returns from the 
above as to bills of indictment which may include several persons, and several of which 
may be sent up against the same person. It appears that — making estimates for defi- 
ciencies for some returns that are -wanting — of 2,695 bills sent before Quarter Sessions 
Grand Juries, 308 were not found, indicating a stoppage of proceedings of upwards of 
10 per cent. 

In the Court for the consideration of Crown cases reserved, constituted by Stat. 1 1 & 1 2 Court for con 
Vic., c. 78, corresponding to the Court for Criminal Appeal in England, there were 3 Crow^fcMc/ 
appeals before the Court in 1871. In 2 cases the previous decisions were affirmed, and reserved, 
the third was not argued in 1871- 



In the following table the sentences passed on those convicted in 1871 are shown in 
detail, and in comparison with the sentences in each of the five preceding years : — 




It thus appears that 2,557 persons were punished for serious offences in 1871 ; the 



* As the returns have been modified in consequence of the changes in the law regarding this class of punish- 
ments, it has been necessary to group the punishments within these limits in order to comparo the figures for 
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Part I. 

Criminal 

Statistics. 

Chapter II. 
Procedure. 
Particulars of 
executed. 



remaining 17 included in 2,574 on page 30 as convicted, were detained as insane 
The 59 sent to Reformatory or Industrial Schools are classified in the table according 
to the gaol punishments, and then appended separately as of importance m connexion 
with the punishment of the more serious offenders. 

There were 5 persons sentenced to death in Ireland in 1871, of whom 2 only were 
executed. The following are the particulars of these two cases of capital punishment. 

John Gregory, aged fifty-three, county of Down, a tailor by trade, and an army 
pensioner, a native of Downpatrick, charged with wilful murder by shooting with a 
pistol, on the 29th July, 1870, was executed on the 12th April, 1871. Motive stated 
to be to obtain money from his victim, which was first confessed and afterwards denied 
by culprit. Gregory had been twice convicted of assaults before he enlisted. 

William Collins, aged twenty-six, was executed at Clonmel, on the 17th August, 1871, 
for the murder of a constable, on the 30th March previous, at Glasdrum, county 
Tipperary. 

It appears from the table that 207 persons were sentenced to penal servitude in 
Ireland in 1871, as against 243 in 1870, and that of those only 4 were for periods above 
ten years, as against 16 in 1870 ; that in 1871 1,804 persons were sentenced to various 
terms of imprisonment for indictable offences, as against 2,110 in 1870, and that of these 
80 were for terms exceeding one year, as against 107 in 1870. It further appears, that 
while there was a smaller number of persons punished than in 1870, 122 obtained a 
respite of sentence and pardon in 1871, as compared with 111 in 1870, and 59 were sent 
on to Reformatory or Industrial Schools in 1871, as against 32 in 1870. The table, 
therefore, shows that the punishments generally were of a lighter nature in 1871 than 
in 1870. It may be inferred, consequently, that the crimes were less aggravated. 




With regard to persons proceeded against summarily, complete information is 
obtained from the Police as to the number discharged, the number convicted, and the 
nature of the punishments inflicted. 



The following table shows the number of persons proceeded against summarily, with 
the number discharged, and the number convicted in Ireland, in 1871, as compared 
with 1870 : — 



PERSON'S PROCEEDED AGAINST. 


1871. 


1870. 




ortion per Cent, to • 




yr 


“ 


and Girls. 


Mon^nd 




Men an 


d Bovs. 


Women and Girls. 


1871. 


“ 


1871. j 


“»• 


Number proceeded against, 


220,179 


180,370 


39,809 1 


I 190,678 


43,327 


100' j 


100- 


100- 


100- 


Number convicted, 


183,390 


152,202 


31,188 


159,466 


32,965 


84-4 


83-6 


78-4: 


76-1 


Number discharged. 


30,789 


28,168 


8,621 


31,212 


10,362 


15-6 


16'4 


21-6 


23-9 



From this table it appeal’s that of the 220,179 persons proceeded against summarily 
in 1871, 36,789, or 16'7 per cent., were discharged, and 183,390, or 83'3 per cent., were 
convicted. In 1870, the convictions to the prosecutions were somewhat lower, viz., 82 
per cent. In the case of men and boys, the convictions are in a higher proportion than in 
the case of women and girls, being S4'4 per cent, against 78' 4 in 1871, and 83'6 per 
cent, against 76'1 in 1S70. The increased proportion of convictions in 1871 as 
compared with 1870, holds good in the case of both sexes. 
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In the following table, the punishments inflicted summarily in the two years, are set cbimwal 
out for comparison : — Statistics. 











Proportion per 


Cent, to Total. 


COMPARED WITH THOSE IX 1870. 








1871. 


1870. 


Total number of persons convicted, 




183,300 


192,431 


100- 


100- 


Number convicted but not committed, viz. 




Total, 


165,761 


174.S47 


90-39 


90-86 


Punishments unclassed, . 

To find sureties or recognizances, . 
Delivered to Army or Navy, 
Whipped, 






144,300 

16,034 

581 


148,522 

20.85S 

5,159 

308 


78-73 

8-74 

2-59 

0-33 


77-18 

10-84 

2-68 

0-16 


Number committed, viz. : — 


Total, 


17,629 


17,684 


9-61 


914 


To Gaol 14 days or under, 

„ 1 month and above 14 days, 

„ 2 months and above 1 month, 

To Industrial Schools, • 

To Gaol 3 months and above 2 months, 
„ 6 months and above 3 months. 

To Reformatory Schools, 

To Gaol above 6 months, 






10,657 

3,381 

1,597 

723 

701 

321 

230 

19 


10,664 

3,42S 

1,456 

697 

758 

313 

247 

21 


5-82 

1-84 

0S7 

0-39 

0-38 

0-18 

0-12 

001 


5-54 

1-78 

0-76 

0-36 

0-40 

0-16 

003 

0-01 



CllAlTKB II. 
Procedure. 



Punishments. 



From this table it appears that by far the largest number of persons disposed of 
summarily are punished with a fine, 78 - 73 per cent, being of this class in 1871 as 
against 77'18 in 1870. As very many of the offences are merely breaches of Acts of 
Parliament enforced as matters of discipline, this is the only kind of punishment 
suitable to the offence. The number committed is somewhat higher in 1871 than in 
1870 — 17,629, or 9‘61 per cent., as against 17,584, or 9'14 per cent. 

The increase took place chiefly in those sent to industrial schools and in those sent 
to goals for the lesser punishments. The number delivered up to the Army and Navy 
was double the per-centage of the preceding year, and reached the large number of 581. 
The punishment of whipping appears in 4 cases, while there was no wliqiping in 1870. 

In the following tables a comparison is instituted between Ireland and England and 
Wales, with regard to the trial and punishment of criminals. The division of offenders 
into those proceeded against summarily for indictable offences, and those proceeded 
against summarily for other than indictable offences — which was observed in Chapter I., 
is also observed here. 



[Table. 
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Part I. 
Statistics. 
Chapter II. 
Procedure. 

For indictable 
offences disposed 

of summarily. 



The following table shows the number of persons proceeded against summarily for 
indictable offences, the number convicted, and the punishments inflicted in Ireland in 
1871, with the corresponding statistics for England and Wales in 1870, for com- 
parison : — 



PERSONS PROCEEDED AGAINST SUMMARILY FOR INDICTABLE OFFENCES 

IN Ireland in 1871, compared with those op 
England and AVai.es in 1870. 


Ireland, 1871. 


gSi 


Proportion per cent. 


“T"' 




Total number proceeded against, . . 

Number discharged, ..... 
Number convicted, . . . • 

Disposal of persons convicted, .... 
Not committed, viz. Total, 

Fined, . . . 

To find sureties or recognizances, . 

Punishments unclassed, .... 
Whipped, ...... 

Committed, viz. : — Total,- 

To Gaol, 1 4 days and under, . . 

„ 1 month and above 14 days, 

„ 2 months and above 1 . . . 

„ S months and above 2, . 

„ 6 months and above 3, . 

To Reformatory Schools, .... 
To Industrial Schools, .... 

To Gaol, above six months, 


19,795 


23,S96 


100- 


100- 


5,499 

14,296 


6,804 

17,092 


27-77 

72-23 


28-47 

71-53 


14,296 


17j092 


100- 


100- 


10,771 


8,978 


75-36 


52-53 


9,145 

1,134 

490 

2 


5,798 

1,806 

1,220 

154 


63-99 

7-93 

3-43 

0-01 


1057 

713 

0-90 


3,525 


8,114 


24-64 


47-47 - 


1,128 

1,112 

566 

311 

224 

170 


2,051 

2,306 

1,541 

1,119 

698 

279 

104 

16 


7-89 

7-77 

3-96 

2-17 

1-56 

1-19 

0-06 

0-04 


12-00 

13-50 

901 

6-54 

4-09 

1-64 

0-60 

0-09 



The offences included in the above table may be dealt with either summarily or 
by indictment, and different methods are pursued in the different countries, and often in 
different parts of the same country. The figures of the table show, in a marked manner, 
that much graver offences are dealt with summarily in England and Wales than in 
Ireland. No less than 47'47 per cent, of the persons convicted were committed in 
England and Wales, as against 24'64 in Ireland, and the longer the term of imprison- 
ment, the greater the excess in England and Wales. The proportion of prisoners 
committed for a period of fourteen days and under is 12 per cent, in England, against 
7-89 per cent, in Ireland, while the proportion of prisoners committed for periods of 
over two, three, and six months is 10’72 per cent, in England and Wales, as against 
3 '77 per cent., or little more than a third, in Ireland. 

In connexion with this table, it is also to be observed that in Ireland these offences 
are in some places chiefly dealt with by indictment, and in others summarily. For 
instance, in the case of stealing, only 577 persons were proceeded against summarily in 
the county of the city of Dublin, whilst 3,772 offences against property without violence 
were disposed of by indictment. In Belfast 410 persons were dealt with summarily for 
theft, and only 43 cases of a like nature by indictment. The excess of crime in the 
city of Dublin, so prominently brought out in Chapter I., in the table of offences pro- 
ceeded against by indictment, may be partly accounted for in this way; but the 
existence of a bad class of thieves in Dublin is shown by the fact that of 497 offences 
against property with violence in all Ireland, no less than 197 occurred in Dublin, while 
only 11 occurred in Belfast, and only 29 in Cork. 



The following table shows the punishments for offences, other than indictable, 
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determined summarily in Ireland, in 1871, compared with those in England and Wales 
in 1870 : — 





Ireland, 1871. 


SumWina 


Proportion per cent. 


Wales equal to 




JSNgL. 


Total number proceeded against, 


200,384 


102,451 


100- 


100- 


Humber discharged, ..... 


31,290 


26,087 


15-62 


25-46 


„ convicted, . . . . . 


169,094 


76,364 


84-38 


74-54 


Disposal of persons convicted, .... 


169,094 


76,364 


100- 


100- 


Not committed, viz. Total, 


154,990 


61,564 


91-66 


80-62 


Fined, 


135,245 


53,S05 


79-98 


70-45 


Punishments not classed, .... 


15,544 


5,703 


9-19 


7-48 








214 




Delivered to Army or Navy, 


581 


400 


0-35 


0-52 


"Whipped, . . . . . . 


2 


4 


- 


- 


Committed, viz. Total, 


14,104 


14,800 


8-34 


19-38 


To Gaol, 14 days and under, 


9,529 


7,827 


5-63 


10-26 


„ I month and above 14 days, 


2,269 


4,417 


1-34 


5- 78 


„ 2 months and above 1, 


1,031 


1,461 


0-61 


1-91 






191 


0-42 






390 


789 


0-23 








74 


0-06 


0-10 


To Reformatory Schools, .... 


GO 


37 


004 


0-05 


To Gaol, above 6 months, .... 


13 




0-01 


_ 



The same rule as in the preceding table, regarding the more serious nature of the 
offences dealt with summarily in England and Wales. than in Ireland, applies also to 
this table. Of the persons convicted, 19 "38 per cent, were committed in England and 
Wales, as against 8 -34 per cent, in Ireland, and the excess is greater in the long than 
for the short terms of imprisonment. 



Past I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 

Chapter II. 

For other than 
indictable offences 
disposed of 



CHAPTER III— CRIMINALS AND OTHERS IN CONFINEMENT Chapter ill 

AND KNOWN CRIMINALS AT LARGE. Criminals, Ac, in 

The statistics of persons in confinement includes — in addition to actual criminals — aUmyc*" 1 

persons accused of crime, debtors, children detained in industrial schools to prevent 

their falling into crime, and lunatics committed by Justices as dangerous. They do not 
include idiots or lunatics detained by order of the Lord Chancellor, or upon medical 
certificate for the purpose of cure. 

The distribution of the persons in confinement, among the different places of 



detention, is shown in the following table : — 
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Part I. It appears from this table that -at the close of the year 1871 there were 10,321 

Criminal persons in the different places of confinement in all Ireland, either for prevention or for 

St atisti cs. punishment, and that of the persons in confinement who have been detained to prevent 
Chapter III. t h em f rom fallin g into crime rather than as punishment, without considering the juvenile 
Cr cTr^Lmi'and criminals in reformatories as belonging to this class, amounted to 5,948 (viz., 3,492 

at large. lunatics, and 2,456 children in industrial schools), or more than half of the entire 

Gaols. number in confinement. 



Admissions in 
course of 1871. 



The number of admissions into the various places of confinement in the course ot 
1871 is shown in the following table : — 



Admissions to Places or Detention in 1871. 


and Boys. 


aiders 


Total. 


p.,_. 


Total in all Ireland, .... 


30,166 


16,235 


46,401 


100- 


Into Gaols, 

Into Bridewells, . 

Into Lunatic Asylums, 

Into Industrial Schools, 

Into Reformatory Schools, . 
Into Convict Prisons, 

Into Four Courts Marshalsea,* 






19,265 

9,085 

756 

482 

234 

191 


12,083 

2,890 

516 

590 

47 

16 


31,348 

.11,975 

1,272 

1,072 

281 

246 

207 


67-6 

25-8 

2-7 

2-3 

0-6 

0-5 

0-5 



Number of com- 



The number of admissions to gaols and bridewells, compared with the number of 
persons in custody at the end of the year, shows that the commitments are for short 
periods. 

From this table it appears that there were 46,401 admissions into places of confine- 
ment in all Ireland in course of 1871. But, as the children received into reformatories, 
and some of the lunatics received into asylums, were previously confined in bridewells 
and gaols, and are simply transferred therefrom to those places, these admissions do not 
represent so many separate commitments. Much less do they represent distinct indi- 
viduals, as the same person is often the subject of several committals to gaols and 
bridewells in course of one year. The figures of the table indicate the relative impor- 
tance with regard to criminals, considered simply numerically, of the different places of 
confinement. 



The county and town gaols included in these tables are 38 in number. They are not 
divided into county, borough, and liberty prisons as in England and Wales. Only 4 of 
the 33 boroughs in Ireland have distinct gaols, viz. : — Dublin (which has 2), Cork, 
Limerick, and Drogheda, which have 1 each. There are 2 county gaols in Tipperary, 
1 at Nenagh, and 1 at Clonmel, for the North and South Ridings respectively. Only 5 
boroughs, with gaols in common with adjoining county, have distinct taxation for gaols, 
viz. : — Belfast, Carackfergus, Galway, Kilkenny, and Waterford. 

The total number of commitments of all kinds to county and town gaols in 1871 was 



Hen and Boys, . 
Women and Girls, 

Total, 



19,265 ■ 20,228 - 963 

12,083 12,515 - 432 

31,348 32,743 - 1,395 



This table shows a marked decrease in the number of commitments in 1871. 



* The figures given under this head are obtained from the Report of tlio Inspector-General of Prisons on Four 
Courts Marslialsea, 1871. 
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The number of commitments to gaols in Ireland during 1871, classified according to Past I. 
grounds of co mmi tment, with the proportion per cent, of each class to the total commit- Giumisal 
ments, as compared with the proportion per cent, of the similar classes in England and -I!!. 108- 
Wales in 1870, is shown in the following summary : — Chapter III. 













Froporlio, 


a per cant. 




Confinement and 


Commitments. 


r °bS l h 0f 


Mon and 


Women 


Mon an 


d Boy*. 


Women a 


nd Girls. 


Ground of com- 










IS* 


a "'[arF'“’ 


‘SC* 


nnd"|32,, 




Total, 


31,348 


19,265 


12,083 


100- 


100- 


100- 


100- 




On summary convictions. 

For trial, and tried at Assizes and Sessions, 
Remanded and discharged, . 

For want of sureties, . . , . i 

For debt and on civil process, 

For Military and Raval offences, . 


23,5S7 

2,908 

1,001 

678 

670 


13,158 

2,342 

1,899 

683 

613 

570 


10,429 

626 

408 

65 


68-3 

12-1 

9‘9 

3'5 

3-2 

3-0 


72-3 | 
1M 
6-4 
1-9 
6-6 
1-7 


86-3 
5-2 
4-6 
3-4 
0-5 1 


82-3 

8-6 

6-2 

2'0 

0-9 





Upon this table, it is to be observed, that in both countries the commitments 
arise mainly from summary convictions, which in Ireland amount to 86'3 per cent, in the 
case of women and girls, and 68’3 in the case of men and boys. The differences between 
the two countries are as follow : — The proportion of men and boys committed for trial 
or convicted at Assizes and Quarter Sessions, of those remanded and discharged, of 
those committed for want of sureties, and of those committed for military and naval 
offences, is greater in Ireland than in England and Wales ; and the proportion of men 
and boys summarily convicted, and of men committed for debt and on civil process is 
greater in England and Wales than in Ireland. Whilst in the case of women and girls, 
the proportions highest in Ireland are those convicted summarily, and those committed 
for want of sureties, and the proportions highest in England and Wales are those for 
trial or convicted at Assizes and Quarter Sessions, those remanded and discharged, 
and those committed for debt and on civil process. 

In the gaol statistics for 1871, the distinction between ordinary criminals on the one 
hand and persons committed for debt or on civil process, or for military and naval 
offences on the other, is uniformly carried out. Of the latter class there were committed 
in 1871 : — 



Men and Boys, 
Women and Girls, 


. 1,183 

65 


Total, 


. 1,24S 


Deducting these from the total commitments n 
ordinary criminals in the year : — 


r e get the number of commitments of 


Men and Boys, . 


. . 18,082 


Women and Girls, 


. 12,018 


Total, 


. 30,100 



With regard to these ordinary criminals, the tables set forth for each gaol, the a°-e and 
sex, the birthplace, the degree of instruction, and the occupation, the number remanded 
and discharged, and of all others the number who had, and the number who had not, 
been previously committed to any prison. A new column has also been added this 
year, showing the number of persons, other than those remanded and discharged, who, 
when previously convicted, had received a sentence of transportation or penal servitude. 

F2 
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In setting forth the number of re-commitments, persons who were remanded and 
discharged are not taken into account as presumably innocent, and not to be considered 
in the question of habitual crime. Of this latter class, there were, in 1871 



The number of ordinary criminals other than those remanded and discharged is, 
accordingly — 



Of these, it appears that 11,627, or about 42 per cent, were never previously in 
prison, and 16,019, or about 58 per cent, had been previously committed with more or 
less frequency, showing at once that the greater number of the commitments were of 
habitual criminals, including amongst this number some who had, of course, become so 
during the year. 

Ke-commitmcnts. i n consequence of this characteristic, it becomes important to trace the degree of 
frequency of the re-commitments, and this is done in the following table : 




The frequency of re-commitments is shown in a marked manner by this table. A 
large proportion of the commitments of men ( 11 '2 per cent.) were cases which had been 
preceded by 10 or more commitments, and 26'4 per cent, were of men who had been 
previously committed 5 times or upwards. Amongst the women, the proportions are 
more remarkable, 29 '6 per cent, of the re-commitments amongst them were of women 
who had previously been committed upwards of 10 times, and 48‘9 per cent, were of 
women who had been previously committed 5 times or upwards. 



The results indicate veiy. plainly that some further legislation is required in dealing 
with habitual criminals, especially in the case of women committed above 10 times. 
Such cases appear fitted for an extension to adults of the habitual criminal class, of the 
Reformatory System, which has been so successfully applied to young persons. 

The statistics of commitments of persons not previously committed to any prison, 
afford the best gaol test of the amount of fresh crime in the year, arising either from 
the strength of the causes producing crime, or the weakness of the repressive agencies. 
In these figures each commitment indicates a distinct criminal, which the statistics of 
re-commitments of habitual criminals do not. 
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The following table shows the number of persons committed to gaols for the first Pabt !• 




Considered as an index of the amount of fresh crime within the year, the figures of 
1871 contrast most favourably with those of 1870. There were no less than 3,623, or 
23' 7 per cent, fewer first committals in 1871 to gaols than in 1870, the decrease being 
about equal in both sexes, relatively to the totals. 

In last year’s volume there was a table showing the average of first commitments for 
the five years ended 1869, as compared with the number of first commitments for 1870. 

If on a similar plan we take the average of the five years preceding 1871, and compare 
it with the number for 1871, we find that the comparison shows a decrease in favour of 
1871 of no less than 3,596 first commitments — a number which indicates a steady 
improvement in the last six years in this important feature of fresh yearly crime, but 
which so closely resembles the number in the above table (3,623) that it is not necessary 
to tabulate the comparison at length. 

The new column already referred to, showing among the re-commitments the number 
of persons who when previously convicted had received a sentence of transportation ox- 
penal servitude, throws light upon the repressive efficacy of those punishments. It 
appears that cf the entire number of re-commitments in 1871, only 195 (85 men and 
110 women), or about 1-2 per cent, of the whole, were of this convict class. 

In the following statistics relating to ordinary criminals committed to gaol in 1871, 
the persons who were remanded and discharged are included ; and a comparison, under 
each head of information, is instituted between the English and the Irish figures. 

The following summary shows the age and sex of the persons (other than debtors and Ages of prisoners 
persons charged with military and naval offences) committed to the different county in S aols - 
and county of city or of town gaols in Ireland in 1871, together with the proportion per 
cent, of each sex at the different age-periods to the total number of each sex as com- 
pared with the corresponding proportionate numbers in England and Wales in 1870 : — 




It appears that the juvenile criminals in the two first classes in the above table, viz., 
those under 16 years of age, are largely in excess in England and Wales— the per-centage 
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Past I. among the boys to the total being 7 '4 and among the girls 3 '3, as compared with 5 '2 
Stahstks and 1'7 in Ireland, respectively. To these two classes belong all the criminals who by 

Statute can be committed to Reformatory Schools, and under the Reformatory School 

Criminals <tc in satisfies a comparison will be instituted to discover how far the Reformatory principle 
Confinement’ and is applied to the juvenile criminals in the two countries. 

at l arge. The class among the men in which Ireland is in excess is that of prisoners between 

Ga<,ls - 21 years and 30 ; and among the women the classes in excess in Ireland are prisoners 

between 21 years and 30, between 30 and 40, and prisoners above 60 years. 



Birthplace of The birthplace of the ordinary criminals confined in the different county and county 
prisoners. 0 f c j(.y an) j 0 f town gaols in Ireland in 1871, together with the proportion per eent. of 

those born in each country to the total, as compared with the corresponding proportions 
in England and Wales for 1870, will be seen in the following table : — 







These figures show that of the ordinary criminals there was only 1‘6 per cent, of 
women and girls, and only 2 -8 per cent, of men and boys not of Irish birth in Irish 
gaols in 1871, whilst in England and Wales in 1870 there were 26'7 per cent, of women 
and girls and 15'2 per cent, of men and boys in English prisons not born in England 
and Wales, and of these strangers no less than 22 '6 per cent, of the women and girls 
and 10’9 per cent, of the men and boys were of Irish birth. 

There is a very small number of persons of Scotch birth in the English prisons, but it 
is remarkable that the number of women and girls (2 - 8 per cent.), is nearly double 
the proportion of men and boys (1'9 per cent.), just as in the case of Irish emigrants, 
who, as already stated, are in the ratios of 22 -6 per cent, in the case of women and 
girls, and only 10’9 per cent, in the case of men and boys. 

It is probable that in both cases this difference arises from the migration of women of 
bad character from the poorer to the wealthier parts of the kingdom. 



The following summary gives the degree of instruction of ordinary criminals in 
gaols in Ireland in 1871, with the English proportionate number for 1870 for com- 
parison : — 



Degree of Instruction. 


Total ot 




and°GM3. 




Proportioi 


i per cent. 




Mon an 


dBojs. 


Women and Gills. 




Ireland, ! 


Xs, 




XL. 


Total, 


30,100 ' 


IS, 082 


12,018 


100- 


100- 


100- 


100- 




13,189 


6,647 


6,542 


36-8 


321 








10,230 


7,685 


2,545 


42'5 


3-7 


21-2 




Bend, or read and write imperfectly, 


6,180 




2,837 


18-5 


63-8 


23-6 


59-2 


Superior instruction, .... 










0-2 


04 




Instruction not ascertained, . 


191 


143 


48 


0-7 


0-2 


0-4 


0-1 
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It appears from this table that of the ordinary criminals committed to Irish gaols in 
1871, a large proportion were wholly uneducated. Of the men and boys 36'8 could 
neither read nor write, the proportion in England of this class in IS 70 being somewhat 
lower, viz., 32 - 0. The difference in the numbers of those who could read and write well 
in the two countries is striking — in Ireland the proportion of this class to the total 
number of men committed being 42'5 per cent., while in England and Wales it was only 
3'7 . There is also a marked difference, of an opposite kind, in the numbers of those who 
received an imperfect education. In England and Wales 63 -9 of the men and boys 
could read and write imperfectly ; in Ireland only 18 '5 were of this class. 

In the case of women and girls, it appears that in Ireland the largest proportion — 
more than a half (54'4 per cent.) — were wholly uneducated; while in England and 
Wales the largest proportion (59'2 per cent.) could read and write imperfectly, 39‘1 per 
cent, being wholly ignorant. There is a similar striking contrast between the two 
countries in the case of women and girls who could read and write well, as appeared in 
the corresponding class of men and boys. In Ireland 21 '2 per cent, of the women and 
girls were of this class, while in England and Wales only 16 of the women and girls 
could read and write well. 

It thus appears that in both countries a very large proportion of the criminals com- 
mitted to gaols are wholly ignorant. This is especially true of the women and girls 
committed to Irish gaols. The figures of the table are of great importance in connexion 
with the proposal to make education compulsory. They indicate a very general failure 
in the existing arrangements of both countries, in securing the education of the neglected 
classes most likely to fall into crime. 

In the following table the various occupations of the ordinary criminals in the gaols Occupation of 
of the two countries are set forth : — • > " s .°!' ci 't in Sil<>ls - 

(Table, No. 3.) 



Occupations of Prisoners in Gaols. 


iJhSel 




"Xs. 


Proportion por cent. 


Men nmi Boys. 


Women and Girls. 




and fvales 


*Sst 


XL, 


Total 

Labourers, charwomen, needlewomen, . 
Prostitutes, ...... 

No occupation, 

Mechanics and skilled workers, 
Occupation not ascertained, . 
Shopkeepers and dealers, 

Domestic servants, .... 

Factory workers, ..... 
Sailors, marines, and soldiers, 

Foremen and overlookers of labour, 
Shopmen, shopwoincn, and clerks, . 
Professional employments, 


30,100 


18,082 


12,01 S 


100- 


100- 


100- 


100- 


10,637 

7,072 

3,517 

3,239 

T810 

1,199 

990 

662 

499 

222 

183 

70 


9,341 

1,580 

3,148 

1,583 

547 

486 

460 

499 

203 

168 

67 


1,296 

7,072 

1,937 

91 

227 

652 

504 

202 

19 

15 


51-7 

8-7 

17-4 

8-7 

3-1 

2-7 

2-8 

1-1 

0-9 

0-4 


54-8 

7-6 
23 0 

0- 3 
2-9 
M 
3'9 
4-2 
0-1 

1- 8 
0-3 


10-8 

58-8 

16-2 

0-8 

T9 

0-1 


26-1 

21-0 

27-9 

2-4 

0-1 

9-2 

S-2 

0-2 



It will be observed that more than half the men and boys committed to gaols as 
ordinary criminals in both countries are labourers — the proportion in Ireland in 1871 
being 5T7, and in England and Wales in 1S70 54'S per cent. It will also be observed, 
that in Ireland three-fourths, and in England nearly half of the women in the gaols are 
either prostitutes or else returned as having no occupation. No less than 58‘S per 
cent, are of the former class in Ireland, and 16 ’2 of the latter ; whilst in England and 
Wales the proportions are 21-0 prostitutes and 27'9 of no occupation. 

It appears, too, from the above figures, that the proportional number of men 
employed as domestic servants amongst prisoners in Ireland is larger than in England 
and Wales, while the reverse is the case with regard to women servants. This arises 



Past I. 
Chapter III. 

Criminals, ir. 
Confinement and 
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Part I. 
Criminai 
Statistics. 

Chapter III. 
Criminals, <kr.., in 
Confinement and 

Total number in 
confinement 



from the tax on men servants in England, and the greater number of female servants in 
consequence. 

The following summary shows the number of prisoners detained in gaols in Ireland 
during 1871, the number removed, discharged, and otherwise disposed of, and the 
number in custody at the close of the year ; with the corresponding information for 
England and Wales in 1870, for comparison. The statistics of military and naval 
offenders, and of persons committed for debt or on civil process, are set forth in the 
table in greater detail than in former years: — 



Prisoners in Gaols. 


Number 


civu r p, a o«r 


Ordinary 


riminals. 


Total of 


Number 


Actual Difference. 


53 


«- 


V- 




•SB 


^ o/'tho 

tXflf 

Ireland. 


Number. 


If 


Moo. 
























033 


702 


73 


19,564 














570 


613 


65 


IS, 082 


12,018 


31,348 


40,320 


8,972 


- 
























63 


89 


8 


































during year, 


- 


- 


“ 




28 






























year: — Total, 


575 


622 


63 


18,209 


12,019 


31,488 






- 


Discharged, viz. : — . Total, 


573 


535 


53 


17,473 


11,776 


30,310 


39,185 


8,875 


- 






















or commitment, 


444 


103 
















On termination of prosecu 










































134 


428 


46 




656 












1 


4 


_ 


1,026 


270 


1,301 j 








On pardon or commutation, 




















On ticket-of-leave, . 


- 


- 






_ 










Removed Total, 


2 


3 


1 


453 


167 


626 


1,962 


1,336 


- 




_ 




_ 


244 


45 


289 


385 


96 


- 






























40 


19 


61 








To other Prisons, 


- 


3 


1 


31 


27 


62 


1,110 




- 






















Total, 




84 




















S4 


8 


367 


73 


532 


219 




313 










12 




16 


60 














































Escaped, . 


" 


- 


- 




“ 






" 
























year, .... 


58 


80 


10 


1,355 


592 


2,095 


4,817 


2,722 


" 



In this summary the Irish figures contrast favourably with the English — the total 
number under detention being 12,66S less, the commitments during the year being 
8,972 less, and the number under detention at the end of the year being 2,722 less than 
amongst a portion of the population of England and Wales equal to that of Ireland. 
From the portion of the summary which relates to the disposal of prisoners, it would 
appear that in Ireland the punishments are less rigorous than in England and Wales. 
Thus, while in Ireland 179 prisoners were discharged on pardon or commutation of 
sentence or on ticket-of-leave, only 37 were similarly treated among the proportionate 
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number of prisoners in England and Wales, and of those released on bail the numbers 
are 532 in Ireland against 219 in a proper proportion for England and Wales. 

The following summary shows the number of persons the gaols in Ireland are 
constructed to contain, the greatest number confined at onetime in 1871, and the daily 
average number in the year 1871, with corresponding information for England and 
Wales proportioned to population, for comparison : 




ClUMINAt 

Statistics. 

Ciutter III. 
Criminals, die., it, 
Confinement anc 



From this summary it appears that the gaol accommodation in England and Wales 
is much larger than in Ireland, the excess for a portion of the population equal to that 
of Ireland being no less than 1,617 separate cells, or 24 - 8 per cent., compared with the 
Irish number. It also appears that the daily average number of prisoners out of a 
portion of the population of England and Wales equal to that of Ireland is 4,755 against 
2,282 in Ireland, or an excess of 52 per cent. 



The following summary shows the punishments for prison offences in the different Gaol punishments, 
gaols in Ireland in 1871, with the corresponding figures for English prisons in 1870 : — 



Punishments for Prison 
Offences. 


Ireland, 1871. 


"Sr'; 


| Actual Difference. 


DifTorcnct 


► per cent. 


lloys. 


"»7d en 




English. 


' • : ' 


English. 


Is 


Total number of Punishments, 


3,258 


422 


3,680 


7,472 


3,792 


- 


50-8 


- 


Stoppage of diet, <fcc., 


2,309 


294 


2,603 


5,367 


2,764 




to* 




Solitary or dark cells. 


933 


121 




2,067 


1,013 




49-0 




Irons and handcuffs, . 


15 


7 


22 


10 




12 






W nipping 


1 


“ 


1 


28 


27 


“ 


96-4 





From this table it appears that the Irish prisoners are much less prone to violate: 
the laws of prison discipline than the English. Thus, in Ireland there were 3,792, or 
50 - 8 per cent., fewer cases of punishment for prison offences in 1871 than in a corres- 
ponding number of prisoners in England and Wales in 1870. The cases of stoppage of' 
diet, &c., were 51 - 5 per cent, less frequent, cases of confinement in solitary or dark cells 
49 per cent, less frequent, and cases of whipping 9 6 '4 per cent, less frequent in Irish, 
than in English prisons. On the other hand, the cases of punishment by irons and. 
handcuffs are 54-5 per cent, more frequent in Irish than in English prisons. 

G 
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Part L The following summary shows the number of cases of sickness and death in Irish 

Criminal gaols in 1871, and the number of like cases for England and Wales in 1870 amongst an 

Statistics. average num ber of prisoners equal to the Irish daily average 



Chapter III. 

Criminal i, &c., in 
Confinement and 

. Cases op Sickness and Death. 

Sanitary comli- 


Ireland, 1871. 


Proportion of 
Sickness or 


Actual Difference. 


Difference per cent. 




and Girls. 


Total. 


Sickness or j 


| S DMlhln r j 

in Irish. 


Death in 
Irish Prisons 


Sickness or 
Prisons 

44-6 


Total cases of Sickness and | 

Cases of Sickness, 

Slight indisposition, . 
Infirmary cases, 
Insanity, 

Deaths, 

Greatest Number sick at 


10,849 


6,700 


17,549 


9,724 




7,825 1 


- 


10,837 1 


6,697 


17,534 


9,695 




| 7,839 




44-7 


9,779 

1,017 

41 


6,010 

667 


15,789 

1,684 

61 


9,191 

482 


; 


6,598 

1,202 


; 


71-3 

63-9 


12 


! 


15 


29 


14 


“ 


48-3 


- 


259 


123 


382 


247 


- 


| 135 


- 


35-3 



Total number in 
confinement. 
(Table, So. 1.) 



It appears from this table that the proportion of deaths in English prisons is 48'3 per 
cent, greater than in Irish prisons, whilst the cases of sickness are against Ireland m 
the proportion of no less than 44'7 per cent. This large disproportion arises largely from 
infirmary cases and cases of insanity, which are respectively 71* and 639 per cent, 
more numerous in Ireland than in England and Wales. 

Lunatic Asylums come next to County and Town Gaols in importance, from the 
number of persons in confinement in them; and the statistics upon this subject are mere 
complete and more comprehensive than in any preceding year. 

The volumes in years preceding 1870, as notified last year, contained returns relating 
to criminal lunatics detained in gaols. Under the operation, however, of the Act passed 
in 1867 (Stat. 30 & 31 Vic.; c. US), which provided that dangerous lunatics should be 
sent, not to gaols, but direct to asylums, and that they should be given up to their 
friends on proper security, the number of lunatics in gaols rapidly diminished, and at the 
close of 1869 only 5 were returned as being detained in gaols. No further returns on 
the subject have accordingly been required from the gaol authorities. 

The following figures show the number detained and disposed of in lunatic asylums 



Criminal Lunatics in Asvlusis. 




«... 


— 


Total number of Lunatics under detention during year, 

Under detention at commencement of year, 

Committed by Justices, under 30 & 31 Vic., c. 118, 
Received from gaols under warrant of Lord Lieutenant, . 

Total number disposed of during year, 

Discharged on becoming sane, . 

Died, . 

Given to their friends, although insane, . - ■ 

Removed to workhouses, . . > • 

Escaped, . 

Removed to gaol for trial, . 

Remaining under detention at close of year, 


4,457 


. 2,701 


1,756 


3,185 

1,211 

61 


1,945 

713 

43 


1,240 

498 

18 


965 


609 


356 


561 

276 

82 

27 

6 

13 


359 

165 

60 

10 

5 

10 


202 

1 111 
22 
17 


3,492 


2,092 


1,400 



The above summary shows an increase of 307 in the number under detention at the 
end of 1871, as compared with those at commencement of the year. 
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The following table shows for Ireland the period during which persons in asylums at Part I. 
the close of 1S71 have been held in detention, whether in asylum or gaol, with the Criminal 

corresponding statistics for lunatics under detention in course of year in England and Stai18IIC8 - 

Wales in 1870 for comparison : — Chapter III. 



Periods op Confinbuent op Lunatics. 


Ireland, 1871. 
Xurnber^Confinomept 


of icngliuul 
ami Walos 


Confinementand 
Proportion per coat. ai ^ ar S e - 


Boys. 




of Will 


■s,r 


Period of confine- 
Enslaml nient. 
and Wales, 


Total, ..... 

Ooo year and under, 

Two years and above one. 

Three years and above two, 

Five years and above three, . 

Ten years and above five. 

Fifteen years and above ten, . 

Twenty years and above fifteen. 

Above twenty years, . 


2,092 


1,400 


3,492 


189 


100- 


100- 


570 

228 

314 

270 

142 

118 

61 


252 

183 

184 
189 
101 

29 


950 

641 

411 

498 

459 

243 

200 

90 


46 

21 

23 

18 

34 

19 

10 

IS 


2720 

18:35 

11-80 

14-30 

13-11 

6-95 

5-72 

2-57 


24-47 

10-64 

12-24 

9- 57 
.18-08 

10- 11 
5-32 
9-57 



The difference between the statistics of the two countries indicated by the totals in 
confinement in the above table is extraordinary. There were in Ireland on 31st 
December last 3,492 persons held in confinement in asylums as criminal lunatics, whilst 
in a portion of the population of England and Wales equal to that of Ireland, only 1S9 
were under detention in the whole course of 1870. The terms of detention in the two 
countries do not seem to follow any uniform law. There is, indeed, a large excess in 
England and Wales in the proportion of persons above twenty years in confinement — 
9 ’5 7 per cent, being of this class, as against 2 -57 in Ireland ; but this probably arises 
from the circumstance that twenty years ago the asylum accommodation was less 
adequate in Ireland than in England and Wales. 




These figures present matter for serious inquiry, the difference between the statistics 
of the two countries being so great. A part of the subject of such inquiry is the 
difference of the incidence of taxation in the area and the persons charged in Ireland, 
according as a lunatic is sent to an asylum or detained in a workhouse. 

In previous volumes the offences with which lunatics were charged, and the judg- 
ments or orders under which they were detained, were given for the whole of the 
lunatics under detention in the course of the year, but in the present volume they are 
given for those only who were received during the year 1871. 



[Table. 



(i 2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




52 



Part I. 
Cbimibal 
Statistics. 



The following summary shows the offences with which lunatics committed to 
in Ireland in 1871 were charged, or the grounds of committal 



asylums 



Criminals, ike., us 
Confinement anc 
at large. 

Criminal Lunatics 



Total committed during the year, 



Dangerous persons at large, 
Assaults, 

Offences not classed, 

Under the Vagrant Laws, 
Attempts at suicide, 

Insane, wandering about witl 
Attempts to murder, maim, s’ 
Larceny and petty theft, . 



Cattle, sheep, or horse stealing 
Indecent exposure of the perse 
Arson — Malicious burning, 
Murder of infants aged 1 year 
Other murders, 

Burglary and house-breaking, 
Drunkenness, 

Manslaughter, 

Kiot and breach of the peace, 
Felony not classed, 



It appoo™ from this fable flat the gre.ter number of fanatics I ware ooumritted ffireet 
to asjSLby Justices uuder Sfat. 30 4 31 Vic., e. 118. The enact numbers lull 
appear in the next table. 



Tire following summary shows the judgments or orders under which criminal lunatics 
were committed to asylums in Ireland in 1871 . 




The statistics on this subject for England and Wales are not for the persons com- 
mitted within the year, as in Ireland, but for the whole of the persons under confinement. 
The following were the proportions in England and Wales in 1870, according to the 
judgment or order of committal, of the entire body of criminal lunatics in asylums 

Convicts becoming insane after trial and removed by order of Secretary of State, . 42 per cent 

Found or declared insane, . • • 3 fl ” 

Dangerous lunatics, or insane committed by Justices, . • • • • 



It thus appears, that of the entire number of lunatics in asylums m England and Wales 
in 1870. only 5 per cent, were committed by Justices as insane or dangerous, while of 
those committed to asylums in Ireland in 1871, over 95 per cent, were so committed. 
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This extraordinary difference in the figures suggests a careful comparison of the English 
and Irish law upon the subject of both criminal and pauper lunatics, and the differences 
in the incidence of the charge for supporting them, and in the administration of the 
several institutions in which lunatics are detained in England and Ireland. 

Next to those in Lunatic Asylums, the largest number of persons in custody are in 
Industrial Schools. The importance of extending the principles of the Industrial Schools 
Acts to Ireland was pointed out in the preceding volumes of the Irish Criminal Statistics, 
and the figures now given show the extent to which these institutions have been brought 
into operation. The Acts were extended to Ireland in 1868 by stat. 31 Vic., c. 25, and the 
first certificate was granted in February, 1S69 ; but it was not until 1870 that the schools 
came into full operation. Very complete information has been obtained about the 
schools. 

In the volume for 1870, the schools containing both boys and girls were counted 
twice, and the total on this plan was 35. In the following summary each school is 
counted as only 1, whether it be for separate sexes or for both sexes ; but as in the 
St. Patrick’s Schools, Belfast, there are 2 distinct buildings, 1 for boys and another for 
girls, they are counted as 2 schools. 



Part I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 

CiumTlII. 

Criminals, tic., in 
Confinement and 
at large. 

Industrial Schools. 




6 

10 



It appears from this summary that there were in all Ireland in 1870 32 schools, and 
in 1871 42 schools, showing an increase within the year of 10 schools — of which 6 were 
in Munster, and 4 in Connaught. 

Of the total number of Industrial Schools in 1871 only 7 (3 for boys and 4 for girls) 
are for Protestants ; the rest (5 for boys and 24 for girls, and 6 for both boys and girls,) 
are for Homan Catholics. 



The following summary shows the number of children under detention in Industrial Number in 
Schools in Ireland in 1871, and the number discharged, as compared with similar collfinonient ' 
statistics in 1870 : — 



Children in Industrial Schools 
in Ireland. 


Ireland, 1871- 


1870. 








Girls. | 


T.un. 


Total number under detention in year, 


728 


1,870 


2,098 


1,557 


1,041 


- 


Under detention at beginning of year. 


246 


1,281 


1,527 


199 ! 


1,328 


_ 


.Received during year, 


482 


689 


1,071 


1,358 




287 


Total disposed of during year, 


20 


116 


142 


30 


| 112 


- 


Discharged, . 




























Died, .... 














Escaped, .... 


5 




6 






- 


Total remaining at close of year, . 


702 


1,754 


2,456 


1,527 


929 


- 



It appears from this table that there were 2,598 children (728 boys and 1,870 girls) 
under detention in Industrial Schools in Ireland in 1871, which shows an increase — the 
number for 1870 being 1,041, or about 40 per cent., less. There was a falling away in the 
numbers committed in 1871, as compared with 1870, to the extent of 287 children, or 
about 21 per cent. This arises from the fact that the number of committals depends 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




54 



Part I. 
Criminal 
Statistics* 

Chapter III. 
Criminals, ike., in 
Confinement and 
at large. 

Industrial Schools. 
Ages. 



very largely on the amount of school accommodation, and in 1870 — the year in which 
the Act came into full operation — there were 32 schools to receive children, all of which 
were pretty well filled before the end of the year, while in 1871 there were only 10 addi- 
tional schools opened. There were 17 deaths in 1871 against 7 in 1870. 




It appears from these figures that by far the greater number of the children who are 
placed in these schools are under ten years of age. It also appears that the boys are 
placed there at an earlier age than the girls. Of the boys 69'5 per cent, were under ten, 
and of the girls 639 per cent, were under ten. This difference affects the other age 
periods in proportion as the ages advance. The higher the age the greater is the 
excess of girls. 

The classification of the children, according to the provisions of the Act under which 
they are committed, is as follows : — 







committed i 


1871. 


Number 


Per-centa 


of Total. 




Boj*. 


«*■ 


Total. 


in 1870. 


1871. 1 1870. 


Total 


482 


589 


1,071 


1,621 


100- 


100- 


























52-2 




For begging (sec. 11), . . • 

Found wanderingand homeless without guardian- 


141 


199 


340 


506 


31-7 


31-3 


ship or means of subsistence (sec. 11), 










14-1 


14-9 


mittod thereupon to Industrial Schools (sec. 13), 


9 


4 


13 


3 






Found frequenting the company of reputed 








24 






tiiieves (sec. 11), . 






8 




1-4 



These figures show that it is girls especially who have been rescued from temptation 
and crime by the Industrial Schools, and that the chief ground of committal is destitution 
or want of guardianship of parents. 



How completely the schools come in to supply the want of parental care and control, 
appears from the next summary, showing the number of orphans amongst children on 
admission : — 




The result of orphanage and destitution in producing ignorance is shown by the 
fact that the number of children who on admission to Industrial Schools could 
neither read nor write was 564, which gives upwards of 50 per cent, entirely ignorant. 
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In the following table the working of the Industrial School system in Ireland is Past X. 
compared with England and Wales : — Cbikumi 



Children in Industrial Schools in 
Ireland in 1871, compared with 
those in England in 1870. 


Ireland, 1871. | 


Number 


Actual Difference. 1 


OmmJI L 


- 


Gir,, 


Total. 




English Pro- 


English Pro-! 


English Pro- 


English Pro- Criminals, <tc„ in 
portionntc Confinement and 

number. Industrial schools. 


Total number under detention in 

Detained at beginning of year, . 
Received during year, 

Total disposed of during year, 
Total remaining at close of year, . 


728 


1,870 


2,59S 


1,377 




1,221 


. 


43-1 

33-8 

658 


246 

482 


1,281 

589 


1,527 

1,071 


1,011 

366 


I 


516 

705 




26 


116 


142 


215 


73 




SB'S 


- 


702 


1,754 


2,456 


1,162 


■ 


1,294 


- 


52-7 



In this table the children in the Feltham Industrial School in England under the 
Special Act (17 & 18 Vic., cap. clxix.), are not included, as they are committed — not for 
destitution, but as juvenile criminals, and fall more naturally under the head of 
Reformatories. 

It appears that the Irish commitments during the year 1871 were 65'8 per cent, in 
excess of the English proportionate number in 1870. At the close of the year the 
Irish number was 52'7 per cent, in excess of the English number. It appears, there- 
fore, from the table, that in Ireland the Industrial School system is in much more 
extensive operation than in England and Wales. The excess in England and Wales of 
the number of children disposed of arises from the excess of cases of absconding, and 
from the excess of cases of simple discharge from school. 

Next to Industrial Schools, the Convict Prisons had the largest number of inmates. Convict Pri 

There are 4 Convict Prisons in Ireland, 3 for men and 1 for women. Returns for 
1871 have been received from the Directors, of which summaries are given below. The 
total numbers detained and disposed of in 1871 are given in the following table, with 
the figures of 1870 for comparison : — 




These figures show a decrease of 19 in the number of convicts received during 1871 
(from 265 in 1870 to 246 in 1871). The number discharged and otherwise removed 
was 279 in 1871, as compared with 267 in 1870. 
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Criminals, &c.. 
Confinement and 
at large. 



The number, digged on ticketof-leav. in DU were 222, against 205 m 1870 
Nine persons tad their sentences commuted in each year, and 1 was drseha^ed on 
medical grounds in 1871. The number ot persons r.ma.mngm custody at the close ot 
the year was 1.185, ot whom 872 were men and 323 were women, »«>*£*•* 
the close ot 1870, and the daily arerage number ot prisoners was 1,223, or 10 less than 
in 1870 There were only 10 deaths during the year. 

The following figures show the number of cases in which punishment was found 
necessary, and the nature of the punishment, with the correspondmg statistics for 18/0 
for comparison : — 



Total, 



Stoppage of Diet, . 
Other Punishments, 
Solitary or Dark Cells, 
Whipping, . 



1G 



There is a decrease in the number of punishments to the extent ot 119-84 of which 
occurred amongst the men, and 35 amongst the women. The punmhmenta appern: 
mainly to he of a trifling character ; and in the more serious forms of punishments, 
solitary or dark cells and whipping, there is a decrease. 

With regard to the sanitary condition of fir. Convict Prisons the following return 
has been made : — 



Slight Indisposition, 

Infirmary Cases, . 

Insanity, . 

Greatest number of Infirmary Case 



187 1! 



13,649 1,854 15,503 



13,352 

296 



1,678 



15, o; 



This table indicates a very marked improvement in 1871 in the sanitary condition of 
the Convict Prisons. 

In the following table the number of convicts in Iretad in 1871 m given, with the 





r r 




Actual Difference. j 


Difference per cent. 


Convict Prisons. 






i%Sg5 


less than 
English 


than Irish 


English pro*. 


rSSs 


Total under detention in course of year, . 
Total in confinement at commencement 
Total received in course of year, . 

Total disposed of in course of year, 

Total remaining under detention at end 


1,474 I 


i 2,703 


1,229 


- 


p "“ 


Percent. 


1 1,228 
246 


2,126 

577 


898 

331 


; 


42-2 

57-3 


| 279. 


412 


133 


- 


1 m 1 - 


j 1.195 


2,291 


1,096 


- 


47-8 


- 
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criminals, is much larger in England and Wales in proportion to the population than Past X. 
in Ireland. The figure, too, which shows the largest excess is the number of fresh Cbuhmai 

convicts in the year, the English figure being no less than 57'3 per cent, larger than the St ^ ics - 

Irish figure. Chapter III. 

Returns have been received from all the Bridewells in Ireland for the year 1871, anfi^tand 
with respect to the prisoners detained. The following table gives the summary of l arge ' 

them Bridewells. 



Number and Disposal op Prisoners confined in Bridewells 








1370. 








Boys. 


ZZ™,. 


Tou.. 


Tots.. 


1871. 


1871. 


Total number detained in course of year, 


9,175 


2,912 


12,0S7 


10,349 


1,738 


- 


Total number received in course of year, . 


9,0S5 




11,975 








Total under detention at commencement of year, 


90 


22 


84 


' 28 


- 


Total disposed of in course of year, . 


9;090 


2,897 | 


11,987 


10,282 


1,705 


- 


Viz.:— Discharged on completion of sentence, and 
after trial as not guilty, or escaped, 


6,295 i 


1,626 












2,795 


1,271 


4,066 


3,466 


600 


- 


Remaining in detention at close of year, 


S5 


15 


100 


67 


33 





linemen t. 



From this summary it appears that there were 12,087 persons confined in bridewells 
in the course of 1871 ; but the periods of detention must have been very short, as the 
total number of days spent in bridewell by all the prisoners was 28,113, or less than an 
average of 2j days for each prisoner. As compared with 1870, the numbers confined 
in bridewells are unfavourable to 1871. 



Next to Bridewells come Reformatory Schools, for children under 1C years of age. Reformate 
In 1871 there were 10 Reformatory Schools in operation in Ireland, 5 for boys and 5 Scl,ools - 
for girls. One new Reformatory School came into operation in 1871, viz., that at 
Philipstown, in King’s county, for Roman Catholic boys, to which licence was granted 
on 22nd December, 1870. Of the 5 Reformatories for boys, 2 are for Protestants and 
3 for Roman Catholics, and of the 5 for girls, 1 is for Protestants and 4 for Roman 
Catholics. 



The following summary shows the number under detention and the number discharged 
during 1871, with corresponding figures for 1870 for comparison 



Total detained in course 
If umber in Reformate 



Total disposed of during year, . 



Discharged on completion of sente 
Placed out on licence, . . . . 

Discharged by order of Chief Secretary, 



From this table it appears that in 1871 there has been a steady progress in the 
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Past I. Reformatory School system in Ireland. At the close of the year there -were 117 
Cbimixal children in confinement more than at the close of 1870. There was an increase of 20 

Statistics. the number of fresh committals, and a decrease of 20 in the number removed from 
Chapteb III. the schools. 

Criminals, &c., in q£ ^ total, 281, committed to Reformatories in 1871, 234 were boys and 47 girls. 

This large excess of boys, as contrasted with the large excess of girls noticed in 
Industrial Schools, shows that boys have a greater tendency than girls to commit crime 
when exposed to temptation. Of the 234 boys, 31 were Protestants and 203 Roman 
Catholics; and of the 47 girls, 3 were Protestants and 44 Roman Catholics. 

The following summary shows the previous punishments of those committed to 
Reformatories in Ireland in 1871 : — ^ portion per «mt to total 



Confinement and 



Schools. 



ent, 14 days, .... 

1 mouth and above 14 days, . 

2 months and above 1 month, 
4 months and above 2 months. 



The following summary shows the period of sentence to Reformatory Schools : — 



Five years ami 
Four years am 
Three years ai 
Two years, . 



o 3 years, 



From these summaries it appears that the offences committed by girls are more serious 
than those committed by boys. Their term of imprisonment in gaols is longer. This 
contrast between the sexes comes out in all the statistics of crime and of punishment. 
Fewer women become criminals, but when once they enter upon the courses of crime 
they are more abandoned and more confirmed than men. Hence the importance of 
the industrial schools in which deserted and unprotected girls chiefly are detained. 
These are the girls who, when left exposed to temptation, supply the ranks of the most 
hopeless class of criminals. 

The position of the children committed in 1871 to reformatories in Ireland, as regards 
parental control, is shown in the following table : — v ■ 



Total committed, 



47 100- 100- 



Total orphans, 
One parent dead. 
Others, 



Of the boys 58 - l per cent, are not orphans, and 41'9 per cent, have either one 
parent dead or both. • The degree of orphanage amongst the girls is much greater, 
14-9 per cent, having both parents dead, and 5 7 ‘4 one parent dead. In the third class 
of the above summary, there are many whose parents are in prison, or who are other- 
wise uncontrolled by parents. 

The following summary gives the ages of the children at the time of admission to the 
reformatory schools : — 



Total committed, 



Above 13 years and under 16 years, 113 37 

Thirteen years and under, . . 121 10 



Boys. Girls. 

100- 100- 

48-3 78-7 

51-7 21-3 
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It appears that the girls committed to reformatories are older than the boys. This 
also was seen to be true in the case of industrial schools. Of the girls committed to 
reformatories in 1871, 78'7 per cent, were above, and 21 -3 per cent, were under thirteen 
years of age ; while the corresponding proportions for the boys were 48 '3 and 51*7 per 
cent, respectively. 

The degree of instruction is shown in the following summary : — 



Boys. 

Total committed, . . . 234 

Neither read nor write, . . 107 

Read or read and write imperfectly, 61 
Read and write well, . . 66 




Ckiminal 

Statistics. 

Chapter III. 

Criminals, <fcc., in 
Confinement and 



Reformatory 

schools. 



The want of parental control is pointedly shown in this summary, and more so 
among the girls than the boys. Of the girls committed to reformatories, 51T per cent., 
or more than half, were wholly uneducated ; only 2T per cent, could read and write 
well, while the remainder, 46 ‘8 per cent., had received a small amount of education. 
Amongst the boys the proportion that could read and write well was larger, being 
28T per cent. ; but no less than 457 per cent., even of the boys, were wholly unedu- 
cated. None of either -sex had received superior instruction. 



The number committed after conviction on indictment before Judges of the Supe- 
rior Courts, the Chairmen of Quarter Sessions, and Recorders, was 59 (47 boys and 
12 girls), or 21- per cent, of the entire number; and 222 (187 boys and 35 girls), 
or 79- per cent., were committed on summary convictions at the Dublin Police 
Courts and before Justices at Petty Sessions. Of the entire number, 150, or 53’ 
per cent., were committed for petty thefts; 99, or 36- per cent., for dishonest 
offences of a more serious kind ; '3, or 1* per cent., for malicious offences ; 23, or 8' per 
cent., for assaults ; and 6, or 2' per cent., for vagrancy and other offences. 

In the following table the working of the Reformatory system in Ireland is compared 
with England and Wales : — 



Number axd Disposal or Children in 
Reformatories in Ireland, and 
in England and Wales. 


Ireland, 


1870 *H|iial 
tha^of 


| Actual Difference. 


| Difference per cent. 


pci'll, 


3:E 


ijE. 


less than 


Total under detention in course of year, . 

Total under detention at commence- 
ment of year, .... 

Total received in course of year. 

Total disposed of in course of year, 

Total remaining under detention at end 


1,153 


1,484 


331 


_ 






297 


1,114 

370 


258 

73 


I 


23-1 

19-7 


: 


183 


375 


192 


- 


51-2 


- 


970 


1,109 


139 


" 


12-5 


- 



It appears from this table that, unlike the case of the Industrial • Schools, there are 
more children in Reformatories in England and Wales, in proportion to population, 
than in li eland. This may result either from an excess of juvenile criminals in England, 
or from a more thorough application, on the part of Judges and Magistrates, of the 
Reformatory principle. Prom the gaol statistics already given, we are able to deter- 



* Including the children under detention in the Felthani Industrial School, under Stat. 17 & 18 Vic., c. clxix 
(Local). 

H 2 
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Pabt L mine whether the latter is the true supposition. Children who are confined in Refor- 
Cbibihai matories must, by Act of Parliament, be previously committed to gaol, and must be 

STA ™' under 16 years of age. Now the proportion of the children who were sent to 

Chapter III. Reformatory Schools to the total number under 16 years of age who were confined 
in gaols, is the true test of the application of the Reformatory principle in the two 
at l arge. countries. 



The following table shows the number of criminals under 16 years of age committed 
to 'gaols in -Ireland in 1871, compared with those of England and Wales in 1870; and 
the number and per-c.ntoge of those who were further sent to Beformatory Schools 



Commitments op | 

England and Wales. 


Tolal number ofBoysand Girls j 


Total number of 

Boys and Girls under Hi years of ago 




iEE° 


.■sir 




v.'slr 1 


In England ^ 
andWales 
in 1870. 




and|fe d 


Total, . . • ' 


281 


1,422* 


1,159 


10,107* 


Percent, 

24-2 


14’0 



It now appears that of the entire number of juveniles under 16 years of age committed 
to gaol in Ireland, 24-2 per cent were further sent to Eefomator.es; whereas, of the 
entire number of juveniles under 16 years of age committed to gaol m England, only 
14 per cent, were sent to Eeformatories. Therefore, the excess of children in English 
Eeformatories over those in Irish Eeformatories molts, not from a more thorough 
application of the Reformatory principle, but from an excess of youthful criminals. 

There is however, still ample scope for the extension of the Beformatory principle even 
in Ireland,' as in the year 1871 only about one-fourth of the offenders who were sent to 
gaols under 16 years of age, were further sent to Reformatories. 

Oienina] pop*- In concluding this chapter respecting criminals under conSnement, am estimate of 
“• the criminal population in the two countries has been attempted, lhe numbei of 

criminals under eonnnemont in the several places of punishment on a given day is 
perfectly deffnite, and readily obtained in the statistics already given. It only remains 
to summarise the figures for each class of place of confinement in a short table But 
with regard to the criminals at large, the numbers are not so easily obtained. In 
both countries the Police have made returns of all the persons in each Police district 

known or suspected to be of the criminal classes in the month of April. But as these 

figures are founded largely upon mere opinion or hearsay, and relate to matters so 
obviously connected with the vigilance and numbeis of the Police, they do not form a 
perfect basis of comparisoii between mny two ' countries. Erom the peculiar circum- 
stances of the Police in Ireland, their numbeis and mode of payment, as already pointed 
out a comparison with England and Wales, on the basis of these Police returns, must 
be considered as disadvantageous to Ireland, and as affording an approximation only to 
the true facts of the case. 



In the foEowing table the number of persons under detention for criminal reasons 
in all Ireland, on 31st December, 1871, with the number per cent, in each class, is 



- TV 1.1 T„ <w,„„i Middlesex amiears to serve the purpose of both a gaol and a Reformatory, and 

the total numtar of commitments to it in 1870^109) under the Special Act has been added in this table to both 
the gaol and the Reformatory figures for England. 
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It appears that in Ireland a larger number of persons is held in confinement by 
authority of the executive than in a corresponding portion of England and Wales. 

But in Ireland the great majority are confined because they are dangerous, or to prevent 
them from falling into crime because they are unprotected, while the great majority in 
England and Wales are held in confinement for overt acts of crime. In Ireland 3 4 -2 
per cent, of the criminal and dangerous classes are confined in Lunatic Asylums, as 
against 1'7 per cent, in England and Wales. In Ireland 335 per cent, of these were 
confined in Reformatories and Industrial Schools against 24'0 per cent, in England and 
Wales ; whilst of the total number there were only 323 per cent, of these classes 
confined in Ireland, in Gaols and Convict Prisons, against no less than 74‘3 per cent, in 
England and Wales. 

The Police Returns of criminal classes at large have been obtained under the three Criminal classes at 
heads of — known thieves, receivers of stolen goods, and suspected persons ; and the England 
ages follow the Industrial and Reformatory School period, viz., the number under 16 and Wales corn- 
years and the number above 16 years. In Ireland in former years, down to September, l ’ areJ ' 

1870, these returns were made for the month of September. They are in the present 
volume made for the month of April, 1872, in accordance with a corresponding change 
in the English statistics. No returns were obtained for April, 1871, as the Constabulary 
were at that time engaged in taking the Census. 

In compiling returns for present volume, the Police were directed, as in England, to 
follow the rule that persons known to have been living honestly for one year at least 
subsequently to their discharge after any conviction, should not be returned in the class 
of known thieves and depredators. 

* Including number at end of year under Special Act in Feltliam Industrial School. 

t Debtors and persons confined on civil process (90) are excluded from this number, and the persons in bride- 
wells in Ireland at close of year (100) are included. 



[Table.. 
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Part I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 

Chapter III 
Criminal i, <&c., in 
Confinement and 

Criminal classes at 

in England 
and Wales corn- 



ill the following table the number of criminal classes at large in Ireland in April, 1872, 
is contrasted with the corresponding statistics for England and Wales in April, 1870 : 



Criminal Classes at Large 


Ireland, 1872. 


England and 


Per-centage to Total. 


XT' 


Women anil 
Girls. 


Total of botli 
Sexes. 


Number in a 
tbe Population 
of irelanti. 


— 


"■er' 


Total of all ages, .... 
Total under 16 years ol age, 
Total 16 years and above, 
Suspected persons, . 

Under 16 years of age, . 

16 years and above. 

Known thieves and depredators, 
Under 16 years of age, . 

16 years and above, 

Receivers of stolen goods, . 
Under 16 years of ago, . 

16 yeavs and above, 


4,131 


2,193 


6,324 


12,707 


100- 


100- 


462 

3,669 


185 

2,008 


647 | 
6,677 ! 


1,724 

10,983 


10-2 

89-8 


13-6 

86-4 


2,919 


1,245 


4,164 


6,803 


65-9 


53-6 


291 

2,628 


130 

1,115 


421 

3,743 


848 

5,955 


6-6 

59-3 


66 

47-0 


978 1 


723 


1,701 


5.2S0 


26-9 


41-5 


158 

820 


677 


204 

1,497 


856 

4,424 


3-2 

23-7 


6-7 

34-8 


234 | 225 


459 | 624 


7-2 


4-9 


13 9 

221 216 


22 20 
437 604 


0-4 

6-8 


0-2 

4-7 



From this table it appears that, notwithstanding the greater vigilance of the Police 
in Ireland than in England, the returns of the Police as to criminal persons at large are 
much more favourable to the former country than the latter. In Ireland the total 
number is only about half the total in a corresponding portion of the population of 
England and Wales ; the proportion of youthful criminals is smaller; the proportion ot 
known thieves and depredators is smaller ; while, the proportion of receivers of stolen 
goods is larger than in the English returns, and, as might be expected from the vigilance 
of the Police, the proportion of suspected persons is also larger. 

In the following table the total number of criminals on a given day, both in confine- 
ment and at large, as compiled from Police returns and returns from gaols, asylums, &c., 
in Ireland and in England and Wales, is compared with the total population : 





Number 


Nmiber 




Population. 






Coutiuement. 


Largo. 


. Persons. 




Population. 


Ireland, . • . * 


10,218 


6,324 


16,542 


5,388,459* 


30-7 


England and Wales, . 


39,393 


52,987 


92,380 


22,457,366f 


41-1 



It appears, according to this estimate, that in. every 10,000 of the population of 
England and Wales, 41 '1 persons belong to the criminal classes ; while in eveiy 10,000 
of 'the population of Ireland the proportion is only 30’7. And in this estimate it 
must be remembered that the inmates of Lunatic Asylums, who are so numerous in 
Ireland, have been included, and that no allowance in favour of Ireland has been made 
for the ’vigilance of the Police in the matter of suspected persons at large ; otherwise 
the Irish number, as compared with the English, would be very considerably more 
favourable. 



• Middle of 1871. 



f Middle of 1870. 
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CHAPTER IV.— COST OF THE REPRESSION OF CRIME. V™*- 

ClilMISAL 



Tlie returns in this volume show the cost of repression of crime, to compare with Statistics. 
the cost as shown in the English Criminal Statistics, under the heads of Police, Persons Chapter IV. 




It appears from this table that the sum expended in repressing crime in England 
and Wales is proportionately less than the corresponding expenditure in Ireland by 
£453,353 Is. 1 d. in amount, or 34 per cent. 

In a proportionate population in England and Wales the Police cost £523,386 12s. 0 cl., 
being £446,225 19s. 4c?., or 46 per cent, less than in Ireland. 

There was £15,549 9s. 'id., or 21 per cent., less expended on prosecutions in a pro- 
portionate part of England and Wales than in Ireland. 

Persons in confinement in England and Wales cost more — the Irish figure being 
£8,422 7s. 10c?., or 3 per cent. less. 



The following summary shows the Police Force in Ireland in 1871, compared with Total Establish- 



the number in 1870 at the periods of the year stated in the tables : — 




Royal Irish Constabulary. 
Inspector-General and other Superior Officers, 
County Inspectors (including Town Inspectors), 
Sub-Inspectors, .... 
Head-Constables, .... 
Constables, 

Acting-Constables, .... 
Sub-Constables, .... 



Dublin Metropolitan Police. 



Superintendents, 
Inspectors, . 
Sergeants, . 
Constables, . 



Superintendents, Constables, Tc 
Officers of Health and Inspcctoi 
Eire Brigade, . 



(Police Tables, 
Nos. 1-4.) 



A column in the table (No. 1) shows the proportion which the number of effective 
force of Constabulary bears to the population in the various counties, and in towns with 
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Part l. 
Cbihihai. 
Statistics. 
Chapter IV. 
Goit of Repruaing 

(Table, No. 1, 
Part III.) 



a separate Police force, in Ireland. In the following counties the proportion of Police 
to population is the smallest, as will be seen from the table : 

Down . • • • 9 in every 10,000 of the population. 



In the following counties in 
Tipperary, North Biding, 
Westmeath, 

Meath, • - 

Tipperary, South Biding, 
King’s County, . 
Kilkenny, 



Ireland the proportion of Police is the largest : — 
51 in every 10,000 of the population. 



The number of the Royal Irish Constabulary has been increased by 143 men ; the 
Dublin Metropolitan Police have been reduced by 15 men, making a total of 1,070 men. 
In the case of the Local Police there has been a decrease of 107 men. There has been, 
however, an increase of 5 in the Fire Brigade, and an increase of 11 in the number of 
Officers of Health and Inspectors of Nuisances. In the total strength of the Police 
Force in Ireland there has been an increase of 21 men, being in 1871 14,028, as 



Cost of 

Establishments. 
(I’olico Tables. 

No. 1, 2, and 3.) 



compared with 14,007 in 1870. 

In comparing the Police Forces of Ireland with those of England and W ales, the Royal 
Irish Constabulary may be considered as corresponding to the English Police in counties, 
boroughs and dockyards, but differs from the English Police Force in being placed 
exclusively under the control of the Central Government, and the Dublin Metropolitan 
Police may be considered as similar to the London Metropolitan Police and the City of 
London Police taken together. 

Since the substitution of the Royal Irish Constabulary for the Local Police in Belfast 
and Londonderry, and the Town Council Fire Brigade for the Dublin Metropolitan 
Police Fire Brigade, the Local Force in Ireland has ceased to have same importance for 
the repression of crime as at the commencement of these statistics in 1863. 

In England there is a special class of Detective Officers, the number of which in 1870 
was 432, a slight increase having been made upon the number of the previous year. In 
the Royal Irish Constabulary there is no special Force of this kind, the members of 
the different branches of the Force being selected, when necessary, to act as detectives ; 
but in the Police of the Dublin Metropolitan Police District there is an entire division 
of 44 men who are detectives. 

The proportion of Police— excluding County Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors and Local 
Force— to the Census population of Ireland in 1871 was 25 in every 10,000 of the people, 
while in England and Wales— excluding Superior Officers— in 1870 it was only 12. 

The following table shows the total cost of the Police Establishments in Ireland in 




£5,716 2s. upon the cost of the preceding year. 
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The cost of places of confinement in 1871, as compared with the corresponding cost 
in a portion of the population of England and Wales equal to that of Ireland, was as 
follows : — 



Past I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 
Chapter IV. 



Cost of Places of Confinement. 


'i’Sc* 


“IS?” 




and Wafes leu 


E^jand 


Coit of Seprem 

In Eng- Crim: - 

leu than * >laccs of Confin 


Total of all places of confine- 
ment in Ireland, . 

County and Town Gaols 
and Bridewells, . 

Criminal Lunatics, . 

Convict Prisons, 

Reformatories and Indus- 
trial Schools, . 


£ s. d. 

281,101 6 2 


£ *. d. 

289,523 14 0 


£ s. d. 
8,422 7 10 


£ s. d. 


Per cent. 

2-9 




89,613 16 4 
78,664 10 2 
40,283 17 8 

72,539 2 0 


160,068 15 2 
8,573 6 5 
71,720 12 5 ] 

49,161 0 0 


70,454 18 10 
31,436 14 9 


70,091 3 9 
23,378 2 0 


44-0 
43 8 


89-1 

32-2 



It appears from the above table that the cost of persons in confinement in Ireland 
was less than the English proportion, under the following heads, to the amount and 
per-centage stated, viz. County and Town Gaols, £70,454 18s. 10d, or 44'0 per cent., 
and Convict Prisons £31,436 14s. 9 d., or 43'8 per cent. ; and was less in England and 
Wales than in Ireland to the amount and per-centage stated as follows Criminal 
Lunatic Asylums, £70,091 3s. 9d., or 891 per cent., and Reformatory and Industrial 
Schools, £23,378 2s., or 32’2 per cent. 

The total cost of places of confinement in Ireland is less than the English proportion 
by £8,422 7s. lOcl., or 2-9 per cent. 



The largest item, in the above summary, for Ireland is for County and Town Gaols, and County and To 
as to these information has been collected similar to that obtained in preceding years. 0aols - 
The following table shows the number of officers in Irish County Gaols, and the Number of offic 
number of officers of each class in the corresponding English prisons for comparison — '» gaols.” 

(Table, No. 8.) 













Difference. 


Rank op Officers. 




RELAM,. 


of Oflicers 


English pn 


numbcHcss 




Men. 


Women, j Total. 


“pSn S ° f 




riS' 1 


Governors and Deputy-Governors and Keepers, . 
Local Inspectors, .... 
Chaplains, ..... 

Medical Officers, ..... 
Clerks, Schoolmasters, Schoolmistresses, . 

Upper Warders, Matrons, .... 
Under Warders, ..... 
Other subordinate officers, .... 


56 

90 

48 

38 

54 

212 


50 

33 

35 


37 

90 

48 

46 

104| 

245/ 

57 


50 

43 

40 

60 

468 

155 


6 

37 

47 


; 

14 

119 

98 


Total, .... 


557 


126 


683 


816 


- 


133 



The number of officers in Irish prisons in 1871 is somewhat smaller than in 1870, 
the total number returned being 683 as compared with 686 in 1870. The English 
proportionate number is now greater by 133 than the Irish number. It is to be 
observed, however, that in Ireland there is a larger number of officers of a superior class, 
e.g. the number of chaplains being 90, while in England and Wales the proportionate 
number was only 43, and the class of “ Local Inspectors ” being peculiar to Ireland. In 
England and Wales, on the other hand, the number of subordinate officers is greater than 
in Ireland. 
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These figures are very important in connexion with the circumstance that discipline is 
maintained in Irish gaols with less than half the number of cases of punishment for prison 
offences than in England. 



The following summary shows the expenses in detail, the total costs of Gaols and of 
officers and prisoners, and the average charge per prisoner in Ireland in 1871, with the 
corresponding figures for England and Wales in 1870 . 



Cost and Average Charge or Prisoners in Gaols. 


Ireland, 1871. 


tnqlaml and W ales 
equal re_I reland. 


per Prisoner, 


fJlj 


1. Buildings and Establishment Charges : — 
Extraordinary Expenses : — 

Inpayment of Money borrowed, Interest, 
die., . • • • 

New Buildings, Additions, and Alterations, 


£ 1. d. 

697 12 0 
95 7 6 


£ s. d. 

10,857 0 0 
31,552 16 0 


£ s. d. 

0 6 1J 
0 0 10 


£ s. d. 

2 5 9 
6 13 0 


Total, 


792 19 6 


42,409 16 0 


o 6 ni 


8 18 9 


Ordinary Annual Charges : — 

Ordinary Repairs, 

Kent, Bates, Taxes, 

Fuel and Light, . . . • 

Furniture, Bedding, &C., . 

Printing, Stationery, Books, 

Removal of Prisoners, 

Other Establishment Charges, 


4,944 5 1* 
173 0 3 
5,400 4 3 
1,572 1 li 
1,097 3 11c 
3,554 18 5i 
1,840 11 S£ 


5,830 10 7 
550 17 7 
9,095 2 2 
1,989 18 10 
1,593 6 5 
1,348 10 7 
5,517 9 7 


2 3 4 
0 1 6 
2 7 4 
0 13 9f 

0 9 7^ 

1 11 1 
0 16 li 


1 4 6 

0 2 4 

1 18 3 

0 6 8 
0 5 9 


Total, 


18,582 4 104 


25,925 15 9 


8 2 10 


5 9 1 


2. Officers 

Salaries and Fees, 
Clothing and Allowances, 


37,140 19 2 
5,001 17 10 
3,167 16 3 


47,919 IS 0 
2,778 15 3 
3,914 4 1 


16 5 6 
2 3 10 
1 7 9 


10 1 6 
0 11 
0 16 6 


Total, 


45,310 13 4 


54,612 17 4 


19 7 1 


11 9 8 


3. Prisoners : — 

Diet, . • . • • 

Sick Allowances, Medicines, 

Clothing, Washing, Cooking, • 

Earnings or other Payments on Discharge 


14,597 14 0 
1,549 8 7 
2,534 10 2 
105 1 11 


26,991 17 0 
1,403 6 0 
7,732 7 10 
992 15 2 


6 8 0 
0 13 7 

0 0 11 


5 13 6 

0 5 9 

1 12 4 
0 4 0 


Total, 


18,786 14 9 


37,120 6 0 


8 4 8 


7 16 1 


Grand Total, 


83,472 12 5 


: 160,068 15 1 


36 11 6 


33 13 7 



Criminal T,unnti< 
in Asylums. 
(Table No. !.) 



The total expenditure (£83,472 12s. 5 £d.) for 1871 shows a decrease of £ l,l71 13s. 9*rf. 
upon the amount (£82,300 18s. 8 JdL) expended in 1870. This decrease was in the sums 
returned under the head of “ Ordinary Annual Expenses.” 

It appears from this summary that the total cost of each prisoner in Ireland is 
£36 11s. 6 \d., as compared with £33 13s. 7 d., the total cost per head in England and 
Wales. 



As to tlie nest toga* item of expenditure in Ir.hu>4-th. support of ovmnnal lunatic, 
in asylums — the expenditure in district asylums upon this class is necessarily, to some 
extent, mined up with the cost of supporting lunatics who are not criminals ; hut the 
following figures show the amount returned as the costs of criminal lunatics m asylums, 
with the portion chargeable to the general taxes : 



Local taxes (County Cess) in Ireland, . 
General taxes of United Kingdom, 
Private funds of lunatics, their friends, 



73,466 3 8 
4,947 19 8 
250 6 10 
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As to Convict Prisons, the returns show the total number of persons employed in all 
the prisons on the establishment as follows. The number of women on the staff was 
reduced by 5 in 1871 ; the number of men has been reduced from 195 to 190 ; the 
chaplains and assistant-chaplains remain unchanged. The remainder of the reduction 
has been amongst the subordinate officers. 



Part X. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 



Chapter IV. 
Cost of Repressing 



Medical Officers and Apothecaries, 

Clerks, 

Subordinate Officers, 



Total Establishment, . 



1 he total expense of the different Convict Prisons, and the annual cost per prisoner Cost of Convict 
under distinct heads, is given in the following tables (Table^No. 5.) 



Conner Prisons. I Expend 


and Sorvnnts 




Incidentals. 


TST 


Total 

Separate Confinement — 
Mountjoy, for Men, . 
Mountjoy, for Women, 
Public Works and Invalids — 
Spike Island, . 
Intermediate Prison — 


£ s. d. 
40,283 17 8 


£ s. d. 
16,921 8 7 


£ s. d. 
16,792 16 8 


£ s. d. 
713 8 8 


£ t. d. 
5,856 3 9 


8,799 19 9 
9,736 9 10 

18,667 1 3 
3,080 6 10 


4,147 13 1 
3,428 11 9 

8,454 9 7 
890 14 2 


2,022 3 1 
4,540 12 8 

8,380 12 8 
1,849 8 3 


191 13 1 
199 4 6 

215 16 7 
106 14 6 


2,438 10 6 
1,568 0 11 

1,616 2 5 
233 9 11 



Convict Prisons. 






, Charge pkr Pri 


SONNR. 








^Ordinary 


^ Escort of ^ 


'3“T 


Expenses. 


Separate Confinement — 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ S. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


Mountjoy, for Men, 


65 3 7 










Mountjoy, for Women, 


29 4 7 


10 5 11 


13 12 8 


0 12 0 


4 14 0 














Spike Island, .... 


26 17 11 


12 3 S 


12 1 6 


0 6 2 


2 6 .7 


Intermediate Prison — 












Lusk - 


50 10 0 


14 12 0 


30 6 4 


1 15 0 


3 16 8 


Average for all. 


32 18 8 


13 16 8 


13 14 7 


0 11 S 


4 15 9 



As to Reformatories, the total costs in Ireland are returned as £24,347 2s. id. In liolormatories. 
calculating the corresponding figure for England and Wales it has been necessary, in 
addition to the contribution from the Treasury of £66,129 4s. 6d., and contribution from 
parents of £2,658 17s. id., alone returned in England and Wales, to add a sum of 
£52,921, to cover the estimated expenditure from other sources, based on the returned 
cost of £27 9s. per annum of children in the Middlesex department of the Feltham 
school, to approximate to the true cost and obtain a figure truly comparable with the 
costs returned in the Irish schools. 

In the case of Industrial Schools the total expenditure returned is £48,191 19s. 'id. Industrial Schools 
In addition to the expenditure returned in England and Wales, it has been necessary 
to add an estimate of £4,350 for 6 Industrial Schools which made no returns. 

I 2 
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Part I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 

Chapter IV. 
Cost of Repressing 

Bridewells. 



Cost of Criminal 
Procedure. 



Coroners’Inqucs 



The total cost of Bridewells for the year 1871 is shorn by the following seminary of 
Returns received from Local Inspectors : — 



1. Building and Establishment Charges, 

2. Cost of Officers, 

3. Cost of Prisoners, . • 



£ s. d. 

. 1,651 0 0£ 
. 3,680 10 10 
. 809 13 0 



Total, . 



. 6,141 3 10J 



The next item of costs-of repression of crime is that connected- with criminal procedure. 
This is distributed under two heads— Criminal Prosecution’s and Coroners’ Inquests : 



Cost of Procedure (Ireland).* 


Total Costs. I 


Per cent. 


General Tares. 


Local Taxes. 


Total cost of prosecutions, 

Prosecutions at Criminal Courts, . 
Coroners’ Inquests, .... 


£ s. d. 

72,339 19 7 1 


100- 


£ s. d. 

64,935 5 5 


£ s. d. 
7,404 14 2 


64,935 5 5 
7,404 14 2 


89-8 

10-2 


64,935 5 5 


j 7,404 14 2 



The corresponding figures for England and Wales for 1870 are as follows 



Cost or Pkoceduhb (Enoland, &c.)t 


Total Costs. | 


Percent. 


General Taxes. 


Local Taxes. 


Total cost, 

Prosecutions at Criminal Courts, . 
Coroners’ Inquests, .... 


£ s. <i. 

236,815 7 6 


100- 


£ s. d. 

1 157,676 16 6 


£ s. d. 
79,138 11 0 


157,676 16 6 
79,138 11 0 


66-6 

33-4 


157,676 16 6 


79,138 11 0 



ts I n England and Wales the cost of the Coroners’ ancient tribunal for inquiry and pro- 
secution in case of death bears a much larger proportion to the total cost than in Ireland- 
This arises from three causes : the average cost of an inquest is higher, viz., £3 2s. id, in 
England and Wales in 1870, as compared with £2 11s. 2d. in Ireland in 1871 ; the 
number of inquests in proportion to population is much greater in England ; and, lastly, 
the system of public prosecutions is more complete in Ireland. The proportion of Police 
to population is greater ; there is a larger staff of resident or stipendiary Magistrates, who 
in serious cases are prosecutors as well as judges ; there is a Sessional Crown Solicitor 
in each county to conduct prosecutions at Quarter Sessions, and a Crown Solicitor 
sometimes acting for one county only, and sometimes for more than one, to prepare 
cases for Assizes and Commission Courts, submitting them in the first instance to the 
Attorney-General or senior Crown Counsel on circuit, for directions, and instructing the 
Crown Counsel at the trial. In Scotland, where the system of public prosecution 
in each county is more completely concentrated in the hands of one officer, the Procurator- 
Fiscal, who discharges the duties of both Sessional and Assize Crown Solicitor, there is 
no Coroner’s inquest, inquiries being intrusted to the Procurator-Fiscal without a jury. 
Tn England and Wales, on the other hand, prosecutions are left, in the main, to private 
prosecutors, certain expenses only being paid; thus, while there were 2,971 prosecu- 
tions at the Circuit Assizes Courts, and 928 at the Central Criminal Court, or 3,899 



* In Ireland the cost of cr 



inquests for the year ended 31st December, 1871. 

+ In England the costs of criminal prosecutions 
Mint and Treasury prosecutions are added for the 3 
for the year ended 31st December, 1870. 



is for the year ended 31st March, 1872, and the cost of Coroners’ 
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in all, in the year 1869, the Treasury Solicitor prosecuted in only 316 Mint cases and Pam X. 
51 other cases. Criminal 



On consultation with some of the Crown Solicitors, a new form of return as to costs Chapter IV. 
of criminal prosecutions was settled last year, more convenient for the officers to make, Cost 
and bringing the information up to a later date (31st March, 1872). As a large part of — - 

prosecutions of the crimes of the preceding year take place at the January Sessions Proceedings?"' 111 
and March Assizes, the expenses for the year ended 31st March more nearly (Table, No. 4.) 
represent the cost of the crime of the calendar year under consideration than was 
possible with the date in previous returns of expenses, which were for the year ended 
1 st of October. 





Costs of Crimin 


•1 Prosecutions. 










>«• 


1870. 


i “' 1 ' 


1W1. 


Total o£ all Ireland, .... 


£ a. d. 
64,935 5 5 


£ a. d. 
75,244 0 2 ! 


£ a. d. 


£ a. d. 
10,308 14 9 


Assizes and Commission Courts, . 


44,051 3 8 






_ 


Quarter Sessions, .... 


16,382 12 S 








Petty Sessions, Inquests, and Police 










Expenses not classed, 


3,678 4 2 


" 


~ 











siSi 


Total, 


2,990 


4,068 


13,793 


At Assizes and Commission Courts, 


1,060 


1,504 


6,331 


At Quarter Sessions, . . . . 


1,828 


2,433 


6,704 


At Petty Sessions, Inquests, and Police Courts, 


102 


131 


758 



It appears that in 1871 there were 13,793 prosecutors and witnesses returned paid 
in all Ireland, as compared with 14,752 in 1870, being a decrease of 959. The costs 
also were £10,308 14s. 9d. less than the costs of 1870. 
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PART II. — JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 



COMMON LAW', 
EQUITY, 

AND CIVIL LAW. 



Part II. 
Judicial 
Statistics. 



Tm general arrangement of this Part follows the corresponding portion of the English 
Report, treating first of tl.e Snperior Conrts of Common Law and the Snpenor Com* 
of Equity, including the landed Estate. Conrts and the Court of Probate, connected 
with them as being under the Chancery Appeal Court. Then Mow the High Court of 
Admiralty and the Court of Eanbuptcy and the Supreme Courts of Appeal. In this 
volume, as in the one for last year, the local Courts are placed last. 

The arrangement of the tables in this part of the volume does not materially diifci 
from that of the preceding year. The other changes introduced principally follow the 
changes effected by legislation. The returns received prior to 1871, under the head ot 
Canon Law, from the Ecclesiastical Courts and from the High Court of Delegates m 
Ireland, have disappeared through the intervention of the Irish Church Act, 1869. A 
return has been obtained under the Court of Probate with regard to jurisdiction created 
from 1st January, 1871, under 83 A 34 Tic., e. 110, as to Matrimonial Carnes and Mate, 
and with regard to proceedings under the Legitimacy Declaration Act (Ireland) ,1S6S_ 
Returns have also been received with regard to proceeding, under the Landlord and 
Tenant (Ireland) Act, 1870, both for the year 1871 and for the brief portion of the year 
1670 during which the Act was in operatic!,. Mote detailed information is given this 
year as to fiscal proceedings on circuit and compensation for malicious injuries, than 
in any previous volume. 

The Court of Queen’s Bench in Ireland has, at the Crown side, a general jurisdiction 
corresponding to the jurisdiction of the Court of Queen’s Bench in England. It has also 
a jurisdiction peculiar to itself of fiating the presentments made by the Grand Jury of the 
county of Dublin, for the expenditure of the local tax called county cess, in the repairs 
of roads, expenses of prisons and asylums, and other local purposes, and of fiating 
the presentments of the Town Council of the city of Dublin, so far as it exercises the 
powers formerly vested in the Grand Jury of the city of Dublin in respect of county cess. 

In connexion with these fiscal powers the Court has jurisdiction over the traverses 
of presentments of the Grand Jury or Town Council, which are chiefly for new roads and 



Court of Queen's 
Bench. 

(Crown Side.) 

Queen’s Bench. 
(Table, No. 1, 
I’arts a and 6.) 



claims for malicious injuries to property. 

The Court has also a jurisdiction, peculiar to Ireland, in the case of railway traverses 
under the Railways (Ireland) Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Vic., c. 70). , 

The ordinary business at the Crown side of the Court of Queen’s Bench in IS 71, 
as compared with that in the preceding year, is set out in the following summary. The 
figures show a slight increase in the business during the year. 





1871. 








Crown Business. 




1871. 


18,1. 


Writs of Mandamus, application for, 


j 

20 

20 


4 




3 


Writs of Habeas Corpus, application for, . 


10 


I. 


_ 4 


Information, Kules Nisi, . 
Other Special Kules absolute, 


97 


” 


• 


"2 
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The fiscal business of the Court in 1871 and 1870 was as follows : — 



719 

£95,136 



673 

£81,907 



46 

£13,229 



Part II. 
Judicial 



Court of Queen's 
Bench. 

(Crown Side.) 

Queen’s Bench. 
(Table, No. 1.) 



This table shows an increase of 46 in the number of presentments, and the large increase 
of £13,229 in the amount fiated. 

With regard to the claims for malicious injuries in the county and city of Dublin, 
it appears from the table (No. 1), that there were 14 petitions presented to the Court in 
1871 for a total sum of £1,440 19s. 0 d. Of these 11 were presented by the Town 
Council under the direction of the Court, and for a sum of £272 7s. Id. The rest were 
disallowed. All these claims were from the city of Dublin. None were made during 
the year from the county. In 1870 there were 5 petitions from the city and none from 
the county of Dublin, of which 1 was granted, and for a sum of £93 10s. (id. 

The English and Irish Law and Chancery Commissioners in their First Report, 1863, 
reported that the powers which the J udges of the Court of Queen’s Bench in England 
have, under Statute 6 & 7 Viet., c. 20, s. 11 (1844), of framing rules do not exist in 
Ireland, and recommended that the Court of Queen’s Bench in Ireland should be 
provided with the like powers to those of the Court in England, and that the proceedings 
and practice adopted in England at the Crown side of the Court of Queen’s Bench 
should be extended to Ireland. By the Bill* introduced by Mr. Heron, the Irish 
Judges will have the same power as the English Judges, so that the statutable differ- 
ence as to this power of regulating the practice and procedure of the Crown Side 
of the Queen’s Bench, which has existed since 1844, will cease. The same Commis- 
sioners unanimously recommended that the system of practice and procedure of the 
Courts of Common Law of England and Ireland should, as far as practicable, be 
assimilated. Bills have been introduced in several sessions since 1863, to carry out 
this recommendation ; the last of them was postponed in 1869, for the carrying out of 
the recommendations of the Judicature Commission as to the English Courts, and the 
dissimilarity of the laws which the Commissioners reported in 1863 still continues. 

The issue of writs for the throe Superior Courts of Common Law from a Consolidated Superior Courts of 
Writ and Seal Office was established in 1850 by the Process and Practice Act (Stat. Gom mon l aw - 
13 & 14 Vic., c. 18), and the writs of summons and plaint (English writ and decla- Writ and Seal 
ration consolidated) are issued in rotation, twenty-five for each of the three Courts, (Table, No. 5.) 
under the provisions of the Irish Common Law Procedure Act, 1853, s. 15. 

The number of writs issued in 1871 as compared with 1870 was as follows : — 



'V- 


>871. 


>870. 


| 


D 18T’ 












Queen’s Bench, 


5,033 


5,208 
















Exchequer, . . ■ • 


5,078 


5,132 




54 












„ of Kcvivor, . . . . 




52 


8 




„ of Replevin, . . . . 










Inquiries, Suggestions, Ac., . 






159 




Records, ..... 






- 


46 


Total, 


16,249 


16,749 1 




500 



The above figures show that in 1871 the number of summonses and plaints issued 
were 15,108. This being, as above explained, the first step in an action, indicates the 



* Queen’s Bench (Ireland) Procedure Act, Stat. 35 & 36 Vic., c. 28. 
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Part II. number of civil suits instituted during the year. There has been a decrease of 402 suits 
JoDicrAi, as compared with 1870, the number in that year having been 15,510. The number of 

Statotios. writg issued in Revenue cases was 248 as against 463 in 1870, while the writs of 

Superior Courts of re „i ev ; n were on ] y 3 j a 1871, as compared with 7 in 1870. 

Common Law. i w j i 

Writ aiuTical The amounts for which the writs of summons and plaint were issued are compared 
Office. with those in the preceding year, in the following table : — 

(Table, No. 50 



Writs op Summons and Plaint. 


1871. I 


1870. | 




'”sr 


For sums not over £20, .... 

Over £20 and not over £40, 

Over £40 and not over £100, . 

Over £100 

Writs in which no sums specified, 


4,89G 

3^307 

2,658 

384 


5,075 

4,067 

3,522 

2,584 

262 


74 

122 


204 

215 



Writs of Execu- 
table, No. 50 



The number of writs of execution issued was as follows : — 



Writs op Executior. 








23 

14 


Writs of Capias ad satisfaciendum, 

„ of Fieri facias, .... 

„ on Fiats, 

„ of Habere, .... 

„ of Sequestration, &c., 




1,485 

2,827 

72 

21 


1,399 

422 

35 


234 


Total, 


f ,so t 


4,548 


256 





From this table it appears that there was an increase in the number of writs of 
capias, &c., and of fieri facias issued, and a decrease in the number of other writs issued 
during the year. 



Attorneys’ The number of Attorneys’ licences sealed and entered were 

licences. In 1871, . . • • 1.1S5 

(Tabic, No. 5.) Ia 1870 ; 1,137 

Increase in 1871, ... 1® 

These figures show an increase of 18 for the year 1871. 

Proceedings The proceedings in the Masters’ Offices of the Superior Courts of Common Law in 

returned by Ireland, in 1871, as compared with the preceding year, are shown in the following 
(Tables, Q.B.No.2, summary : — 




The above table shows an increase of 101 in the number of -writs of summons and 
plaint filed in 1871 as compared with the number in 1870, a decrease of 33 in the 
number of ejectments for rent, and an increase of 16 in the number of ejectments on 
the title. There was a decrease in case judgments of 759, and in cognovit judgments 
an increase of 26. In the amount recovered on both kinds of judgments there was a 
decrease of £208,856. 
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The distribution of the sums recovered amongst the different classes of judgments is Part H. 
I follows : — ^Judicial 





Be' l ‘ 


18: 


c oq or. 


1871 1 ' 


Superior Courts of 
Total Common Law. 

Amount recovered. 


Total Amount recovered by Judgments on Postea, 

„ „ by J udgment by Default, on Con- 

sent, and other Case Judgments, 
„ of Principal recovered by Cognovit Judgments, 


£ 

7,326 

69,357 ' 
120,379 


£ 

9,314 

76,437 

16,201 


£ 

12,117 

65,954 

205,348 


£ 

28,757 

211,748 

341,928 


£ 

35,719 

225,574 

529,996 


Total, 


197,062 


101,952 1 


283,419 


1 582,433 


791,289 



These figures show a decrease in the sums recovered in each of the above classes in 
the year 1871. 

The number of affidavits filed in the year 1871 compared with 1S70 was : — Affidavits. 



Queen's Bench. Common Picas. Exchequer. Total. 

In 1871, . . . 3,969 3,804 4,215 11,988 

In 1870, . .. . 5,664 . 3,526 3,769 12,959 

Increase in 1871, . . — 278 446 ~ 

Decrease in 1871, . 1,695 — — 971 

It appears from these figures that there has been a ! decrease of 971 in the number 
of affidavits filed in 1871 as compared with the number in 1870. 

In Ireland there is not, as in England, a fifth Judge in each Court to sit for Chamber 
business. One of the four Judges consequently sits for each Court for ex-parte motions 
before the sitting of the Court in Banco. Out of term the puisne Judges sit in rotation 
to hear motions for the three Superior Courts of Common Law. 

The following summary shows the business before a single Judge, and in the Rules Proceedings, 
Office in 1871, as compared with the preceding year. Thex-e has been no matei-ial Jua e3 

change in 1871 : — 




Much of the business now transacted in the office of the Clerk of the Rules was, before 



the Irish Common Law Procedure Act, 1853, transacted by motions in Court, and is 
therefore placed in the above table. 
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Part XI. 
Judicial 
Statistics. 

Superior Courts of 
Common Law. 

Proceedings in 
by Clerks of Rules. 



The proceedings in Banco in the Superior Courts of Common Law in Ireland in 
1871, as compared with those in the preceding year, are shown in the following table : 



rnOCMD'KOS.SBASCO. 


! «• 1 


.... | 


s. 


s. 


1STI.J 


f 


te,'.’ 


0 SS" 


chequer. 


Bom** 


isr 


chequer. 


?rrors from Inferior Court, . , • v • , • 






















Xouuit, or for Arrest of Judgment, or Nou-obstanto 
























29 


22 


27 


21 


17 


28 


78 




12 




„ mado Absolute granted on Payment of Costs, . 




'r 


s 










13 




2 


with question of Costs 






















Discharged, ^ ^ 


11 


'8 


'l 


\ 


• 


is 


38 


36 




i 




21 


1 


& 


l 


11 


S3 


ll 


s 


1 


* 


,. Discharged with Costs 


RB 


’n 




1 r 


1 U 


2 > 


15 


37 


7 


16 


” ” with Costs in the Cause, . 


in 


• 6 






• 6 




25 


14 


11 


f 




2 


8 


j* 


u 


£ 




29 


29 






itulcs for Jud 0 mcnt on _ 














• 3 


• s 






on Special Case, . . 


1 




2n 
















Special Cases-Judgment for Plamhlf. . . . . 


1 




? 








3 


1 


a 






l 


| 


1 




1 




18 


11 






Bills of Exceptions— Allowed, 






















Applications on Justices' and Fishery Commissioners' dcci- 














2 


3 




! 


Causes referred to Master under Common Law Procedure 
Acts, 11153 and 11156, and in other Matters, 


La 


7 


A 




_L 


10 


.A 


A 


A 





The above summary shows an increase in 1871 of 163 on the proceedings (1,021) 
before the full Courts in the preceding year. 

Bills of Sale, Besides the business common to the three Superior Courts of Common Law at the 

acknowledgments pj ea s id e , they have each small branches of distinct business. Thus, the Court of 
Women' and Queen’s Bench has the registration of bills of sale, under the Bills of Sale Act (17 & 18 
Revenue, i-c., y' 0 ^ c 3 g) . th e Court of Common Pleas has the acknowledgments of deeds by married 

women, under the Irish Act for the abolition of Fines and Recoveries (Stat. 4 & 5 
Wm. IV., c. 92) ; and the Court of Exchequer has its ancient jurisdiction in Revenue 
cases, from which it derives its name. 




It appears there has been a decrease of 16 in the number of bills of sale registered, 
and of 33 in the number of Revenue cases. There has also been a slight decrease in 
the acknowledgments of married women, and in the number of motions in Court. 
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There is in Ireland, as in England, an office for the registration of judgments common 
to the three Superior Courts of Common Law. In England the office is superintended 
by the Senior Master of the Court of Common Pleas. In Ireland there is a separate 
officer, called the Registrar of Judgments. 

The number of judgments registered in the Registry of Judgments Office in 1871, 
as compared with the preceding year, was as follows : — 




1871. 1870. Increase in 1871. 

Amount of Stamp Duty (gross), .... 3,620 0 0 3,529 14 'i 90 5 *8 

Number of stamped Certificates issued, upon which the Registrar previously to 30 & 31 "Vie., c. 129, 



Judicial 

Statistics 



Superior Courts of 
Common Law. 



Registry of 
J udgments (Mice. 



(Table No. 6.) 



The figures in the above table show a very large decrease in the number of judgments 
re-registered in 1871. The number of judgments registered in 1871 was 4,201 as 
compared with 4,078 in 1870. The number re-registered in 1871 was 464, as compared 
with 2,794 in 1870. 

The Act for carrying out some reforms in the office of Registrar of Judgments, intro- 
duced by Lord O’Hagan (Lord High Chancellor of Ireland), 34 & 35 Vic., c. 72, only 
came into operation on the 14th day of August, 1871, so that it had but partial effect on 
the statistics for that year. Its operation, however, appears in the diminution of 161 or 
24 per cent, in the number of Common Searches made, and in the increase from 13 to 
46 in the number of copies of Recorded Searches issued. There was also an increase of 
295 in the number of Negative Searches made. 

On comparing the number of judgments registered with the number entered up in 
the three Superior Courts of Common Law, it appears that, whilst 5,026 judgments are 
returned in the proceedings in Masters’ Offices as entered up, only 4,201 were regis- 
tered in the Registry of Judgments Office. When the Judgment Mortgage Act was 
passed, it was expected by the framers of that Act that the amount of business in the 
Registry of Judgments Office would be diminished by its operation ; but this expecta- 

K 2 
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p T ,, tion was founded upon the consideration of judgments only as charges on 'and, and the 
Anil provisions of the Irish Bankruptcy Act of 1849, continued bytire Act of 1857, r^qn g 

judgments to be registered within twenty-one days after being entered up, to secure 
Superior Courts of priority in bankruptcy, were overlooked. 

CommmLa Endish and Irish Law and Chancery Commissioners, in their Second Report, in 

£2S1. 1866 , state that » the, found the Law of Judgments of the Superior 

MSJSTim in Ireland, and the practice, process, and procedure ther.m f 

&K&. comphcated and unsatisfactory state, and to differ — material “ 

law of England on that subj ect." The, trace this difference ,n the law hack to til. reign 
of Queen Innc, from the operation of the Penal Act of Slat. 2 Anne, c. 6 Irish , pn»=d 
in 1703 and the Act for the Registration of Deeds, 6 Anne (lush), c. 2 ( )■ ? 

stole as’ the result of their inquiries "that it appear, timtyvhffeinEngtod *» timtoc, 
of the whole course of legislation down to and mclusrve of the Act of 1S«M» »d2 
Tict., e. 112), has been to reduce a judgment to a step rn the course of procedure for the 
recover, of a debt, in Ireland, on the.other hand, the legislation down to and missive 
of the Eecord of Title Act, 1865, lias been in the opposite direction, and judgments 
affect land in Ireland prior to and entirely independent of execution. 

They further state that “ as the difference between the law, of the two countries as 
regards judgments, is not one of mere practice and procedure but extends to the Law of 
ilruptcyfae jurisdiction of the Landed Estates ^ Court, the Eegmtr, of Deeds, th 
Law of Debtor and Creditor, and generally to the La, of Property n Land, the 
question of the simplification and amendment of ' the Law of j" 

could only be satisfactorily disposed of by a -Parliamentary Committee, or b, a 
nill.Z specially constituted for the purpose, with full powers to enter upon all the 

inquiries necessary for its solution.” 

There is in Ireland on. Common Liw Taxing Office for the three Superior Courts, with 
two Taxing Officers. 

of this office in 1871, as compared with the preceding year, was as 



Common Law 
Taxing Office. 
(Table, No. 7.) 



The business c 



follows : — 






1871. 


1870. 


W-’ 


i«r 


— 


1 ■sol 




_ 


125 


Records, tfcc., . • • • 










Registering and Re-registering of Judg- 


184 


811 




627 






4 






Total, ■ 


1,759 


2,474 


- 


715 


Total Amount claimed, . • 

Certified Costs— Amount allowed, 


£ s. d. 
03,177 9 0 
48,125 4 6 


£ s. d. 

65,541 4 3 
50,143 6 9 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 

2,363 15 3 
2,018 2 3 



d?Hf “ a e’So°rI»toX.tio«, noticed in preceding table. These were in 
as tie r.cmn,«cT$T qninqi— 1 p.ricd from the first introduction of 
excess m 10/ , y; c c 29. The number of bills of costs for 

records was 8 1J124 in 1871, ' “a. ‘ compared with 1,149 in UTfc 



■gistrations in 1850 by statute 13 & 1 

records was 1,324 in 1871, ss compareu _ 

isTl was £48,125 la. Or!., against £50,143 6a «t m the prevrou. year 

The following summaries as to Nisi Prius business have been compiled from returns 
received frornthe Town E.gistrars of the Chief Judges (who correspond to the Assoerates 
Eegistrar-of the Consolidated Mm P™ Court, and from tire 
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Circuit Registrars of the Common Law Judges, who correspond to the Marshals of P*** li- 
the Judges in England. Jodicial 

0 ° Statistics 



The nature of the actions for trial at Nisi Prius is shown in the following summary : — 




Superior Courts of 
Common Law. 

Nisi Prius, Nature 
and Number of 
Actions. 

(Tables of Returns 
of Registrars.) 



It appears from this summary that the principal causes of action in 1871 were — 
recovery of land, 114; goods sold and delivered, 97 ; breach of contract, 91 ; notes 
and bills, 86 ; trespass as to land, 81 ; work and labour, 43 ; recovery of rent, 39 ; 
assaults, 37 ; and money paid, 37. 



The sums for which verdicts were given are shown in the following table : — Amounts of 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




78 



Past II. 

JUDICIAL 

Statistics. 



The total amount 
n 1870. 



recovered was £40,404 5s. 6|d., as compared with £40,631 12s. 2£<Z. 



Proceedings under Stat. 33 & 34 Vic. , cap. 103. 




< B°°ch 




*— ■ 


Number of applications to remit to inferior Courts, 
Number of applications refused, . 

Number of applications granted, . 

In Cases of Contract, under £40. 

Number of applications granted, . 

In Cases of Tort. 

Number of applications granted under see. 6, 

Giving security for costs, and continuing iu superior 
Courts. 

Failing to give security, and so remitted, . 


193 


83 | 36 


74 


51 

142 


23 1 7 

60 | 29 


21 

53 


62 


27 


u 


21 


80 


33 


1 15 


32 


7 

73 


29 


15 


3 

29 



It appears from this table that of 193 applications to remit cases of contract to 
the inferior Courts, 142 were granted. Of the cases granted 62 were in contract and 
80 in tort ; 7 of the latter were retained in superior Courts by security for costs— 
leaving 135 cases actually remitted. 




The total number of causes tried at Nisi Prius, as appears from this table, was 879 
in 1871, against 929 in 1S70. There has been an increase in the number of cases on 
circuit, but a decrease in those tried in Dublin. The total diminution was only 50 
cases, whilst there were 195 cases remitted to the inferior Courts for trial. This 
amount of reference to the inferior Courts, taken in connexion with the relative increase 
of business on circuit, indicates a tendency towards the local administration of justice. 

Appeals heard at The Consolidated Nisi Prius Court, besides its ordinary jurisdiction,’ has a further 
Consolidated Nisi jurisdiction as a Court of Appeal from the Courts of the Kecorder of the City of Dublin 
(Table, No. 2 .) and of the Chairman of the County of Dublin. 
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The number of these appeals or rehearings in 1871 and 1S70 was as follows : — 



From Decree or Dismiss of Recorder 1 1871, 
of Dublin, or of Chairman of< 
County of Dublin, . . . ( 1870, 



The Nisi Prius proceedings on circuit have been included in the summaries of the 
business of the three Superior Courts, as will be seen from the preceding table. 

In Ireland the Judges on circuit have several branches of jurisdiction not exercised 
by the Judges on circuit in England, viz., appeals in the nature of rehearings from the 
decisions of the Chairmen of Counties, or Irish County Court Judges, and Recorders ; 
the fiating of the presentments of the Grand Juries of the local tax in Ireland called 
Grand J ury cess ; the hearing of traverses and objections to presentments and to claims 
for malicious injuries, and also the hearing of railway traverses under the Irish Railway 
Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Vic., c. 70). 

The number of appeals on circuit in 1871 and 1870 was as follows : 



Atobus on Circuit. 




Affirmed. 




| Struck out? Ac. 


From Chairmen of Counties and) 1871 > 


473 j 


223 


129 


121 






| 


97 


88 



There has been a large increase in the number of appeals to the Judges of Assize from 
the Chairmen of Counties and Recorders, the number in 1871 having been 473 against 
365 in 1870. The increase in the number of appeals in 1871 is connected in part with 
the extensions of jurisdiction in land cases and in cases remitted from the Superior Courts. 

The number of presentments fiated by Judges on circuit has been returned for 27 
counties and ridings as 36,670, and from an estimate from the latest previous returns 
of the number in 11 counties and ridings, from which returns have not been received in 
1871, the entire number of presentments fiated may be estimated at 52,127 ; the number 
of presentments objected to or traversed were 1 3, and there were only 2 not fiated, in conse- 
quence of objections, and only 1 presentment disallowed on traverse. Making allowance 
for deficient returns, the amount of this class of business on circuits would not be raised 
above 20 presentments fiated after objections ; 5 not fiated, in consequence of objections, 
indicating the very small amount of contested business of this class comino- before 
the Judges of Assize. The railway traverses against the award of valuators for com- 
pensation for land, under the Railways (Ireland) Act, 1851, in 28 counties and ridings 
from which returns have been received, out of 39, were only 7 in number. 

There were in the same number of jurisdictions 47 appeals from persons fined fin- 
non-attendance as jurors. 



As the number of claims for compensation for malicious injuries was very great, and Disposal of Claims 
the amount of objections before the Judges to these presentments very few, it is of f or . Malicious In- 
importance to ascertain how they are dealt with at earlier stages by the Presentment mentsls^aml 
Sessions and Grand Juries, and it appears from returns from all counties, except Down Gra,ld Jury ' 
that out of 493 claims for compensation for malicious injuries for £11,626, submitted to 
Presentment Sessions, 144 (or 29'2 per cent), amounting to £2,603 (or 22 ‘3 per cent.), 
were rejected. Out of 402 claims submitted to the Grand Jury for £11,645, 68 (or 
16-9 per cent), amounting to £2,453 (or 21 -0 per cent.), were disallowed. In addition 
there was a sum of £6,685 presented as compensation for murder or maiming in 19 
cases under the Peace Preservation Act; the Grand Jury rejected 2 cases where the 
sum of £1,500 was claimed. The only counties not included in these returns are Cork 
city and Down. 

An attempt has been made to ascertain the operation of the Presentment Sessions and 
Grand Juries on presentments other than those for malicious injuries, but the returns 
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Part IX. asked for the first time last year are not complete enough to give a total for Ireland, 
Judicial an( j there were no data from which to supply estimates. 

St atisti cs. Taking, however, the 12 counties and counties of cities and towns as to which the 
Superior Courts 0/ g ecre taries of Grand Juries have made returns respecting Presentment Sessions, it 
Cmmonlau «. that of 10)63 o applications to Presentment Sessions for presentments other 

than malicious injuries, amounting to £234,755 4s. 5 d, applications amounting to 
£44 937 6s., or 10' per cent, in number and 19'1 per cent, in amount, were disapproved. 

In like manner it appeal's that in 19 counties and counties of cities and of towns as to 
which complete returns of proceedings before Grand Juries have been obtained, out of 
24,125 applications for such presentments, amounting to £514,597 Is. 5 d., 595 (or 2 '4 
per cent.) and £19,917 19s. 8d. (or 3'9 per cent.) were disallowed by the Grand Junes. 
Election Petitions j n 1871 no election petition was tried in Ireland. 

Iliqh Court of The following summary gives a comparative view of the Court business in Chancery 
for the years 1871 and 1870 : — 



Business in Court 
before Lord 
Chancellor, Master 
of Bolls, 

Vice-Chancellor, 
and Masters. 
(Tables, Nos. 7 
and 9.) 



Before Lord Chancellor. 




Before Vice-Chancellor. 

General cause petitions heard, 

Other petitions heard 

Orders made on motions without petitions, 

Bills, informations, and special cases heard, 

Causes and other matters for further directions heard, 

Before Masters in Chancery. . 

Cause petitions under 15th section of the Irish Chan- 
cery [Regulation Act, 1850, heard, 

Total, . . 



Lord Chancellor's 
Secretary’s Office. 
(Table, No. 1.1 



The proceedings in the office of the Lord Chancellor’s Secretary are shown by the 



Loan Chancellor's Secretary's Office. 




| 


"'sr 


D iwT 


Total number of petitions, 


733 


. 849 


- 


116 


Orders 


378 


414 


_ 


36 


For hearing — 


203 


212 1 




9 

20 










Before Vice-Chancellor, 








48 


Total Orders, 


733 


846* 




113 


Warrants as to Magistrates’ Commissions, 


140 


251 


- 


111 



Of the total number (733) above stated, 193 were petitions in lunacy, 320 were ii 
* Standing over, 3. 
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matters relating to minors, and the remainder (220) a 
matters.” 



! returned as petitions in “ other Pakt 



In the office of Secretary to the Master of the Rolls the number of petitions was St ati3t1 cs ' 

89, the greater part of which were petitions under the Trustee Acts, and under the of 

Public Works and Railway Acts. These petitions are not in addition to, but include ' , 

the 77 petitions upon which the Lord Chancellor in chamber made an order for hearing CS 
at the Rolls. (Tabic, No. 1.) 

The following is a summary of the proceedings in the Chambers of the Lord Kownw.* 8 
Chancellor, the Master of the Rolls, and the Vice-Chancellor, under the new Chancery (Tab '° N °‘ 4l) 
Act (30 & 31 Vic., c. 44):— 



mmonses to originate Proceedings : — 

For the Administration of Estates, . 

Under the Charitable Trusts Acts, 

For appointment of Guardians and maintenan 



For other purposes, 



Orders made : — 

Of the Class drawn up by the Registrars, . 

Of the Class drawn up in Chambers, . 

Orders brought into Chamber for prosecution, 
than Orders for winding up Companies, . 
Number of Orders brought into Chambers for w 

up Companies, 

Number of Advertisements issued. 

Debts claimed and adjudicated upon : — 

Number of Debts, 

Amount of Debts proved, .... 

Number of Contributories • — 

Included in Lists of Contributories, 

Excluded from Lists of Contributories, 

Accounts passed other than Receivers’ Accounts : 

Number of Accounts, .... 

Receipts therein, 

Disbursements aud allowances therein, 

Sales of Estates under Orders of Court : 

Number of Sales, 

Amount realised, 



ters referred to Lauded 



Number of Certificates filed 



i. adjournment, 
and inquiries were 

Number of Orders for winding up Companies then pending, 
Amount of fees collected in Chambers by Stamps, 



£824 



The result of the above three tables is to show an increase in 1871, as compared with 
1870, in the proceedings in the Chambers of the Lord Chancellor, the Master of the 
Rolls, and the Vice-Chancellor, as measured by the chief proceedings, viz., summonses 
for administration of estates, fees collected, and orders of the class drawn up in chambers, 
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Judicial 

Statistics. 



Sigh Court of 
Chancery. 



Accountant- 
General’s Office. 
(Table, No. 6.) 



Lunacy Office. 
(Tabic, No. 2.) 



of About 25 per cent; wMIo tag has been » diminntion of about 10 psr®* " “f 
Court business, and of about 13 per cent, in the business of the Lord Chancellors 
Secretary’s office. 

The business in the office of the Registrars of the Court of Chancery, as distingurshed 
from the Court business, is shown for 1871 and 1 8?0 in the Mowing snnrmaiy 



Number of Side Bar Orders, 

Number of other Orders drawn up, 

Number of Drafts of Accountant-General Counter- 

Number’ of Affidavits under Trustee Belief Acts 
examined, on which Orders made, 

Number of Certificates for Begistry of Orders, . 

Total, 



The above figures show a decrease in the business in 1871 as compared with 187 . 
The return of the Accountant-General is made up for the year ended 1st October, 
1871, and as compared with the return for 1870 is as follows : 



£4,323,097 



£20,584 



Balance at the end of year, . . £4,343,681 

These figures, taken in connexion with the receipts on accounts passed, amounting 
to upwards of £900,000, and the number of Receivers’ and other accounts unconnected 
with minor and lunacy matters indicate that a large amount of administrative business 
is still under the Court of Chancery, notwithstanding the sales of incumbered estates 
which have been going on for so many years, and the sale of which still forms the 
largest part of the business of the Landed Estates Court. 

In the Crown and Hanaper Office there were, during the year 1871, 2,444 official acts, 
as compared with 2,992 in 1870, being a decrease of 548. 

There were 3 Orders for Commissions of Lunacy in 1871 as against 6 in 1870, and 
the number of lunatics under the care of the Court at the close of 1871 was 155, being 
1 more than on 1st November, 1870. 

The non-extension to Ireland of the reforms contained in the Lunacy Regulation Acts, 
1853 and 1862, which had been observed upon in preceding volumes, was terminated 
by Lord O’Hagan’s Lunacy (Ireland) Act, 1871, Stat. 34 Vic., c. 22, and the General 
Orders in Lunacy of 12th July, 1871, founded thereon. The new Act and Orders were 
in operation for only a portion of the year, and had not much effect on the mam 
business of the office in 1871. 

The chief business in the Lunacy Office in 1871 compared with 1870 was as follows : 



LaXACTOTT.cs. 


11171. 


»». | 




D iS7T’ 


Orders of the Lord Chancellor, 

Affidavits filed 

Beports of Masters, .... 
Accounts taken by Masters, . 


191 

i 58 

81 

£ 

73,131 


200 

259 

58 

1 84 
£ 

81,721 




17 

i 27 

£ 

8,590 



This summary indicates a decrease in the amount of property administered in 1871, 
and iu the orders and affidavits. There was, however, an increase of business during 
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the latter half of the year, arising from the 400 returns from Petty Sessions Clerks as 
to dangerous lunatics, 33 from keepers of private Lunatic Asylums, 88 from Inspectors 
of Lunatic Asylums, and 19 from Resident Medical Superintendents. 

The following table contains a general summary for 1871 of the proceedings in the 
Record and Writ Office. This office was first established in Ireland by the Chancery 
(Ireland) Regulation Act, 1867. 









Tim! c ’ 


D wT' 


Proceedings in Suits by Bills or Information, 

,, „ in Special Cases, 

General Proceedings 

Proceedings in Notice Department, . 

,, in Recognizance Department, . 


2,402 

468 

7,259 

15,809 


2,473 

405 

6,374 

18,328 

218 


63 

885 

4,071 


71 

20 

2,519 


Total, 


30.227 


27,818 


2,409 


- 


Pees collected in the Office by Stamps, about 


£6,653 


£8,636 


- 


£1,983 



Part II. 
Judicial 
Statistics. 

High Court of 
Chancer;/. 

Clerk of Records 
and Writs. 
(Table, No. 5.) 



The above figures show a considerable increase in the amount of business transacted 
in this office in 1S71 as compared with 1870. In the following summary some 
particulars are given of the proceedings in the different classes of suits, which are, 
however, included in the preceding figures. 

The following table shows the proceedings in suits Proceedings in 




The total number of bills or informations filed in 1871 was 365. Of these 35 were in 
the Lord Chancellor’s Court, 164 in the Court of the Master of the Rolls, and 166 in the 
Court of the Vice-Chancellor. Of the whole number 227 were under the full scale of 
fees and 1 38 under other scales. 

The following table shows the number of writs issued during the year, as given in Writs 
the return under the head of “ General Proceedings.” The numbers are compared with 
those returned for 1S70 : — 



Writs in Chancery. 




1870. 


WOMO, 


D r«T- 


Writs of subpojna, .... 


95 


70 






„ attachment, . . . . 


102 








„ scire facias, .... 










,. injunction, 


32 








., fieri facias, .... 


13 


24 






,, partition, 




















,, venditioni exponas, 


1 




1 


- 



The above figures show a considerable increase in the number of writs issued in 1871 
i compared with 1870. 

L2 
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Pact 11. 
Judicial 
Statistics. 



There i. a department of this office, peculiar to the Irieh Court of Chancery, called 
"The Notice Department," through which all notices are served, instead of service 
being proved by affidavit. The nomber of persons served through this depaitment w 
15 809 in 1871, as compared with 18,328 in 1870. 

The number of affidavits filed was 6,900, 
increase of 1,990. 

In the Recognisance Department the number of recognizances filed v 
pared with 89 in 1870. 



s compared with 4,910 in 1870, showing a 



1871 



The amount of receipts and disbursements on accounts filed was not returned 
1870. The receipts for 1869 were £903,290, and disbursements, £741,828. 



Under the Joint Stock Companies Winding-up Acte there are 15 cases rotnrned as in 
the Court of Chancery in 1871, vis., -Dublin Joint Stock Society; fet Holyford 
Mining Company; Biver Fergus Navigation Company ; Cork Clay Works Company, 
Tontine Budding Company, Kichoond-place, East, Limerick ; the Tont.no Bn.Uing 
Company, Kiclimond-place, West, Limerick; the Waterford, Lismore and Fermoy 
Railway Company; the B.llysh.nnon Gas Company ; the Boston Lime Company; the 
Ulster Catholic Publishing Company; Etna Insurance Company; Aughnacloy Flax 
Spinning Company; United Kingdom Screw Collier Company; Dublm and Baltmglass 
Railway Company ; Amicable and Mutual Life Association Society. Returns have been 
made by the Official Liquidators in all the above cases except three, mid i . appear, that 
the total receipt, were 83,705 13a si, and the total d.sbnr.ements * MU Ifc «, 
leaving the sum of .13,351 16s. 6 d. available for future distribution. 

The following snmma.y show, the business in the office, of the Minders in Chancmy, 
exclusive of cause petitions under the 15th section of the Irish Chancery Regulation 
Act of 1850. One of these officers died during the yea.' 1870, and as it was F™ 1 ' 4 
the 27th section of the Chancery (Ireland) Act, 1867 that the office of Master in 
Chancery (that of the Receiver Master, excepted) should be abolished aftei the death of 
the then existing officers, no new appointment has- been made, mid the business ponding 
in the office has been transferred to the office, of the surviving Masters. 



.ts pushed in minor matte IB, 

„ in lunacy matters, 

„ l>y other Receivers, 



r order of Court, . ■ i 

is to management of property, 



These figures show an increase in the amount of business transacted in 18/1 as 
compared with 1S70 in the Masters’ offices. The number of charges filed was 59 against, 
56 in 1 870. From the return it appears that there is a large amount of property under 
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the superintendence of the Court of Chancery, the number of accounts passed other Taut 11 

than in Minor and Lunacy matters bring- 290. There were 179 statements with regard 

to the management of property made in 1871, against an equal number in 1870. ° St.vrisrics. 

High Court oj 

The following is a summary of the returns made by the Taxing Masters, showing the chanccT^'in- 
business transacted in their offices in 1871, compared with 1870 Office. 3 ' 





«. 


1870. 


. InerMse, 




Number of bills taxed, . 

Number of items, 

Number of certificates, . 

Amount of Chancery Fund on summons 
and certificate, 

Amount of costs claimed, 

Amount of costs allowed, 


1,136 

167,726 

1,136 


1,283 

195,951 

1,283 


; 


147 

'l47 


£ s. d. 
2,125 13 0 
91,020 19 11 
76,506 1 9 


£ s. d. 
2,137 13 0 
94,351 2 4 
70,427 3 0 


£ *. d. 

6,07S 18 9 


| £ s. d. 

12 0 0 
3,330 2 5 



These figures show a large decrease under each of the heads indicated, except in the 
amount of costs allowed, in which there was an increase of £6,078. 



In the Examiner’s Office -witnesses were examined in 15 causes in 1871. The total Examiner's Office, 
number of persons examined was 57, against 58 in the preceding year. rfable - No - u 0 

The Incumbered Estates Court was established in Ireland in 1849, for the purpose of Landed Estates 
e fleeting the sale of landed property subject to incumbrances, and of giving the pur- CW 
chaser a parliamentary title to prevent past incumbrances complicating the future 
title. It was at first intended that this Court should exist only for a limited time, but 
it was found necessary, more than once, to renew its jurisdiction, and, at length, it was 
finally established in 1858, with the title of the Landed Estates Court, with power to 
sell unincumbered as well as incumbered property. 



The following figures show the value and net rental of the estates sold in 1 871 



Amount of purchase-money, 
Net rental of estates sold, 
Number of sales, 



,8 ' 1 - l®i#. IncroaM, 1871. Dcercaso, 1871. 

£1,008,524 £757,218 £251,306 

£53,754 £46,269 £7,485 

200 201 _ 1 



Registrar’s Offico. 
(Table, No. 1.) 
Sales. 



In connexion with the fears which were expressed as to the effect of the Irish 
Landlord and Tenant Act, 1870, in discouraging sales in the Landed Estates Court, it 
is important to observe that the amount of property sold increased from a rental of 
£46,269 to £53,754, showing an increase of £7,485 yearly rental, the amount in 1870 
being 12 per cent. less. The prices realized are still more satisfactory ; for while the 
purchase-money in 1870 produced only £757,218, 'the purchase-money in 1871 realized 
£1,008,524, or £251,306 more, the amount in the previous year being 25 per cent, less; 
13 per cent, of this increase arose from a rise in price from 16£ average years’ purchase 
in 1870 to 18| years’ purchase in 1871, or of 13 per cent, in the rate of purchase, and 
raising the price above the number of years’ purchase in 1$69 (17^ years) and in 1868 
(18£ years), and the average of five years ended 1867 (17£ years)— a very satisfactory 
result of the first complete year after the passing of the Land Act. ’ 



Out of 352 petitions for sale of estates in 1871, there were 321, or 91 per cent., for 
the sale of incumbered estates, showing the extent to which the original necessity which 
led to the Court being established still continues in operation. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




86 



I,„ II. I„ the other breaches of jurisdietipn as to estates, the proceedings we *s follows 
Judicial 
Statistics. 

Landed, Estates 

Declaration oi 
Title, Partitions, 

Exchanges, *fec. 

(Table, No. 1.) 



These figures show an increase under all the heads indicated, except declaration 
of title, in which there was a decrease of 3. 

Tenure and 1m- Under the Tenure and Improvement of Land (Ireland) Act, 1860, the Landed Estates 
provemontofland. Courfc exercise3 the jurisdiction of sanctioning building leases, and leases not within the 
exact terms of the Act or settlement of the particular estate. There were 3 budding 
leases sanctioned in 1871 ; in the previous year there had been 5. 

Re ord and There were 391 petitions filed in the Record and Affidavit Office in 1871, against 380 

Affidavit Office. ; n 1870 _ The number of affidavits filed was 4,468 in the Landed Estates Court, and the 
(Table, No. 2.) filed hl ^ Record and Writ Office of the Court of Chancery was 6,900. 

Taxing Office. In the Taxing Office the amount taxed and certified in the year ended 31st July, 1871, 
(Table, No. 3.) wafj £36)2 8i 19s. lid, against £36,679 2s. 4d in the preceding year. 

Record of Title In the’ Record of Title Office the titles to 42 estates were recorded in 1871. Of these, 
Office. r . 19 were i ess than £1,000 in value; 19 were valued above £1,000 and under £10,000, 

(Table, No. &) ^ 4 we miniated at £10,000 and upwards. The total sum paid for these estates, 

as stated in the deeds of conveyance, was £165,730, and the mortgages and charges 
recorded amounted to £24,450. The total number of estates, the titles to which have 
been recorded in this office since the date of its establishment in 1865, under Stat. 
28 & 29 Yict. c. 88, sec. 67, is 493, the total value of which is stated to be £1,715,870 ; 
the mortgages and charges recorded amount to £177,343 19s. 10d. As the record of 
title is limited to cases of absolute title, the benefit of the machinery thus provided is 
lost in the cases where it would be most appreciated, and where it is most wanted— that 
of marketable titles, which after a lapse of time will become perfect. Again, to suit 
cases like the 19 of the value of less than £1,000, a system of optional local registry, on 
the principle that wills and marriages are locally registered, with central check registry, 
would be advantageous. 

■Court Of Probate. The jurisdiction of the Court of Probate in Ireland is similar to that of the English 
Principal - * Court 
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In the District Registries of the Court of Probate the chief business in 1871 and 1870 Pakt ir 
was as follows j TOI0M i 

Statistics. 




It appears from these tables that there was a considerable increase in probates and 
letters i of administration in the District Registries — of from 1,744 in 1870 to 1,885 in 1871 
or an increase of 141 ; whilst the decrease in the Principal Registry was only 9— from 
1,782 in 1870 to 1,773 in 1871, The change indicates the same tendency as in the business 
of the Common Law Courts, to an increase of local and diminution of central adminis- 
tration of legal business. The very small amount of contentious business— only 58 
trials m relation to 1,773 probates and administrations in the Central Registry, and 
only 28 in relation to 1,885 probates and administrations in the Local Registry— 
indicates the satisfactory working of the law of wills. and the probate jurisdiction for 
the class of cases that fall within their scope. 

The Accountant-General of the Court of Chancery is also Accountant-General of the Acconntant- 
Court of Probate. His return states that there were only 3 accounts opeu on the ® cncral ’ s Office. 
1st October, 1871, and that the total amount of cash and other effects carried over in 
the books was £2,140 16s. 

From a return received from the Comptroller of Stamp Duties, it appears that the 
amount of property under which probates and administrations were sworn in 1871 was 
£4,129,096, and the amount of duty received thereon was £76,084. 

Since 1st January, 1871, the jurisdiction as to matrimonial causes and matters has 
been transferred to the Court of Probate. A return of proceedings has been received 
for 1871, and also of proceedings under the Legitimacy Declaration Act (Ireland), 1868. 

It appeal’s tha,t there were 12 petitions filed in matrimonial causes and matters during 
the year ; 8 citations were issued, 5 appearances entered, and 2 answers filed. There 
were 3 decrees for divorce a mensd et thoro, and 1 decree for restitution of conjugal 
rights. There were 14 motions during the year. 

The jurisdiction as to divorce in Ireland is still founded on the precedent of the 
Ecclesiastical Courts, and corresponds to that which existed in England before the 
Divorce Court was established in 1857 ; so that the action for criminal conversation 
still continues distinct from the proceedings for a divorce, and a complete divorce in 
Ireland still requires a private Act of Parliament. 
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The practice and procedure of the High Court of Admiralty in Ireland was assimilated 
to that of the High Court of Admiralty in England in 1867 by Stat. 30 & 31 Vic c. 

The Irish Court was not, however, given any jurisdiction in prize cases. 

In 1869 the power of conferring .dminjty jtirisdiclion upon County Courts in 
England, by -onto in Council, under Stat 31 * 32 Viet, o. 11 , was followed by an 
important extension of the jurisdiction of such Courts to certam mantune causes, 
including a large part of the disputes as to freight and demurrage in which foreign 
trader, am so much interested. The former of these enactments W» already promded 
for in Ireland by the fourth part of the Act of 1867 i but the latter (Stat. 32 4 .33 Viet, 
c. 51,) has created a substantial difference between Irish and English jurisdiction m 
maritime causes. 

The following summary gives the number and nature of the causes before the High 
Court of Admiralty during 1871 and those for the previous year, for comparison 



Wages (seamen), . 

Wages (Masters) and disbursements, 



Total, 


48 1 


46 | 




- 


It will be seen that there has been an increase of 2 in the number of action 
in 1871 as compared with the number in 1870. 

The following summary shows the proceedings during 1871 compared w: 
1870 . 


s instituted 
ith those in 


Proceedings in Admiuai.tv Cases. 


| 1871. | 1670. 


hcrojic, 


DMrraio, 


Motions and Summonses, 
Judgments and Decrees, . . 

Instruments prepared in Kegistry, 

Total, 


118 

18 

113 


65 

11 

117 


53 


-4 


249 


193 


56 


“ 



These figures show an increase of 56 in proceedings in Admiralty in 1871 as compared 
with 1S70. 

The Act for the disestablishment of the Church in Ireland which came into operation 
on the 1st January, 1871, abolished the Ecclesiastical Courts, statistics with regard to 
the business transacted in which have been included in previous volumes. 

! The law of Bankruptcy in Ireland in 1871 differed from that in England, being 
regulated by the Irish Bankrupt and Insolvent Act, passed in 1857. Since that year 
alterations have been twice made in the law of Bankruptcy in England— in 1861 and 
1869. The reform in the Bankruptcy law of Ireland, so long delayed, has been carried 
out by the legislation of the present Session* which extends, with some appropriate 
modifications, the principles of the English Bankruptcy Act to Ireland. 

* Bankruptcy (Ireland) Amendment Act, 1872. 
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The Chief Registrar has made a return as to the proceedings in Bankruptcy in 1871, Pam II. 
of which the following is a summary : — Jddiciai. 

Statistics. 



Proceedings in Bankruptcy. 


i “ 


I ^m°- 




Petitions for adjudication of Bankruptcy : 










By creditors, 










By traders against themselves, 










Number of such petitions dismissed, . 








t> 


Trader-Debtor Summonses, . 










Other Summonses, 










Sittings before the Court, . 










Sittings before the Chief Registrar, 










Petitions presented under Arrangement Clauses, 










Petitions for private arrangement under control of the Court upon 










which adjudications of Bankruptcy were made, 










Total number of .persons declared bankrupt, whether trading sin.dy 












170 


172 


- 


2 



Bankruptcy an 
Insolvency. 

Bankruptcy. 



It appears that the number of cases of Bankruptcy in 1S71 was smaller than in 1870, 
the number of cases in which petitions were presented in the former year having been 
183, against 187 in the latter. The petitions for private arrangement under the Court 
also show a decrease, being 22 in 1871 against 25 in 1870. The number of persons 
declared bankrupt was 170. 

The return also states the amount claimed in bills of costs in proceedings in 
Bankruptcy to have been £15,693. From this sum £2,791 was deducted in taxation,, 
leaving £12,902 as the amount certified. 

The delay in extending to Ireland the principle of abolition of imprisonment for debt, Insolvency, 
which was adopted in England and Wales in 1869, (32 & 33 Vie., c. 83,) has also been 
terminated by the Debtors (Ireland) Act of the present session. The Insolvency juris- 
diction will thus be abolished from 1st of January, 1873. 

The proceedings for 1871 and 1870 under the jurisdiction that will thus be terminated, 
are compared in the following summary : — 




It appears there was an increase of 1 in the number of petitions of Insolvency in 
1871, as compared with 1870, the numbers being respectively 493 and 492. Of the 493 
cases in which petitions were filed there were dividends declared in 79 cases, the average 
amount of which the return states to have been 2s. 5 d. in the pound. 

The number of bills of costs taxed by the Chief Clerk in Insolvency was 83, and the 
total amount claimed was £1,831 2s. 8 <7. From this £260 7s. Id. was deducted in 
taxation, leaving £1,570 15s. Id. as the amount certified. . 

Under the Irish Bankrupt and Insolvent Act, 1857, (Stat. 20 & 21 Viet., c. 60, s. 407,) 

M 
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Pabt II. 
Judicial 
Statistics. 



Insolvency. 



the Accountant-General of the Court of Chancery in Ireland teas appointed Accountant- 
General in Bankruptcy and in Insolvency ; but hitherto no account has been open, noi 
have any funds of the suitors of the Court been standing to his credit. 

The following sums were standing to the credit of the Chief Clerk in Insolvency, as 
appears from his return : — 



Total 31st December, 1871, 
Total 31st December, 1870, 



4,271 11 11J 
4 17 0 



A table has been compiled from the unpublished returns of the Official Assignees 
to Parliament under the Irish Bankruptcy and Insolvency Act, 1857, showing the 
state of the bankruptcies and insolvencies in the charge of each of the O&cial 
Assignees in 1871. 

CourU The officers of the Supreme Courts of Appeal for Ireland have furnished returns with 

o) A VP e«t. reS p e ct to the business which came before the Courts in 1871. Two o t ese are m 
~ returns, as it appears there were no Admiralty appeals during the year to Her Majesty 
in Council, (Table No. 1, p. 225,) nor was there any business brought before the Hi 0 
Court of Delegates. 

The number of appeals from Mend to the House of Lords kWI n 8 - ™' 

6 from the Chancery Appeal Court, and 2 from the Exchequer Chamber, One ease 
w.s withdrawn, in 5 ease, judgments worn delivered, and S decrees of the Chancer) 
Appeal Court and 2 judgments of the Eichequer Chamber were confirmed. The 
number of causes which remain effective for hearing, including those from previous 
Sessions, was only 4, as compared with 7 at the end of 1870. 

AvCaaell The Privy Council in Ireland hears applications for the prohibition of 

»Uad ' grounds where their continuance is alleged to be injurious, and appeals against fishery 
by-laws. There was no business in 1871. 

Wry AppMl T he number of appeals to the Chancery Appeal Court in 18?1 and 187Q, are shown 
ourt. } n the following table : — 



Set flown for argument, . 

Appeals from — 

Lord Chancellor, . 

Master of tlic Rolls, 
Yicc-Chancellor, . 

Judges of Landed Estates Coui- 
Judge Dobbs (the late), 
Judge Lyncb, 

Judge Flanagan, . 

Judge of Court of Probate, . 
Judges in Bankruptcy and Insi 
Judge Miller, 

Judge Harrison, . 

Judge of Admiralty Court, . 



1 I 1 



There was 
12 in 1871. 



n the business of the Court of 4 appeals— from 38 in 1870 to 
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In the Court of Exchequer Chamber there were 8 memoranda of error and notices of Part II. 
appeal lodged in 1871, viz. 3 from the Queen’s Bench, 3 from the Common Pleas, Juwcl -''- 

and 2 from the Exchequer. There were besides 6 remanets from 1870. Twelve cases St ^ ,os ' 

were disposed of and 2 stand for judgment. Supreme Courts 

of Appeal. 

The return from the Exchequer Chamber shows no registry appeals under the Irish Exchequer 
Parliamentary Voters Act (Stat. 13 & 14 Viet., c. 69,) in 1871. There were 6 lodged ® han,ber - 
in 1870. ° Registry Apponls. 

New tables have been introduced into the statistics of tbe Courts of Chairmen of 
Counties and Recorders to account for the business at Land Sessions. °f Counties and 

The Landlord and Tenant Act, passed in 1870, came into practical operation for a very g css j ons 
short period of that year, and the proceedings are included with those for 1871. ' C *''°" ' 

Very complete statistics from .all the counties have been obtained of the number of 
distinct cases and the results of the proceedings. 





OSS. 






Number. 


For cent. 


Total number of cases, . . 








526 


100 


Decrees, .... 
‘Withdra-wn and settled, 

Dismisses, .... 
Postponed and adjourned, 

Euled “nil ” and not heard, 








197 

141 

95 

16 


37 

27 

18 

14 


Referred to arbitration, 








1 


Total appeals to Judge of Assize, . . 








“ 


- 


Total appeals heard, . , , 








33 


100 


Judgments affirmed, . 


































12 

9 










3 


Total appeals to Court of Land Cases Reserved, 








2 


- 


Appeal beard, 












Judgment affirmed, . . 








1 


- 



It appears from this table that of the entire number of cases (526) the decrees were 
197, or 37 per cent, of the proceedings; the dismisses 95, or 18 per cent.; making 
55 per cent, of the proceedings disposed of by decision in Court. A large proportion, 
27 per cent., of the cases were withdrawn and settled, 14 per cent, postponed, and less 
than 1 per cent, referred to arbitration. 

There were against 292 decrees and dismisses of Chairmen of Counties only 52 appeals 
lodged; of these only 33 were heard ; in 4 cases the appeals were reversed, in 13 they 
were varied and in 13 affirmed, and in 3 cases the judgments have been held over. In 
the Court of Land Cases Reserved there were only 2 appeals, of which one was heard 
and the judgment affirmed. 

The returns as to other proceedings at Land Sessions are not so complete — 7 juris- 
dictions out of 36, or about one-fifth, having omitted to make returns. 

There are, so far as returned, 4 cases of applications by tenants to confirm the granting 
of leases. Two leases were confirmed, and in 1 case the Court refused to confirm. 

There was 1 notice by a tenant of intention to register improvements, and no notice 
by landlord. 

M 2 
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There were 3 awards on arbitration recorded, and 1 rejected l.y the Court. 
iX Mowing table the .amber of cose, diepmed of in each ^ 

county is shown; and for the purpose of comparing the relative amount of litogat o 
each county and province, the number of agricultural holdings held by yearly tenants- 
in 1870 is added 



hand Sessions. 



Proceedings in Cases under the Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act 





Number o 


Yearly Tcua 




... 








T 


! , 








| 






rn 




Cob.,t,». 


P 




»th°au 








i— 


°™r d 












mtd. 


,eU.A 






1 






, 


Ulster : 
Anti-ini, 




52 

41 


18 ! 
27 




34 

14 


27 

11 

5 


12 


7 


6 

17 


; 


s 


Donegal, 




21 

24 


34 

29 


13 

5 




10 


5 

14 


3 


6 

10 


; 


: . 


Fermanagh, 

Londonderry, 




51 

3 


16 

19 


16 


35 


29 

3 


l 7 


_ 4 - 




~ 




























Total of Ulster, 


287 


206 


- 


81 


123 


74 


32 


40 


15 


3 


Munster : 
Clare, 




5 


15, 


10 


- 


; 2 


> 


- : 


- 


- 




Cork, E.E., . 

Cork, W.R., 




i 63 


23 


- 


40 


.17 


23 


18 


5 




[71 


Cork City, . 








10 


_ 


2 


1 


3 


- 


- 


- 


Tipperary, . 




12 

1? 


ii 

20 




10 


2 


3 


8 


6 


1 


- 
























Total of Munster. . 


123 


93 


- 


30 


>0 


36 


31 ' 


25 




- 


Leinster : 
















1 






























Dublin, 






4 








- ' 










Dublin City, 




is 




















Kildare, 
Kilkenny, . 
King's, 
Longford, . 




14 

11 

7 


12 

11 

6 


' " 






2 


1 


; 


; 


























Meath, 

Queen’s, 




12 


10 




2 


2 


4 


6 


“ 1 


: 


: 








11 


















"Wexford, 










]! 
















» 




















Total of Leinster, 


60 


100 


40 


- 


21 


16 


17 


6 


- 


- 


Connaught : 
Galway* . 
Leitrim, 
Mayo, 




11 

14 

18 


16 

21 

15 


27 

19 

13 

10 


: 


I 


1 

7 

3 


5 






; 


Total of Connaugli 


56 


127 


71 


- 


2- 


15 


15 




- 


- 


Total of Ireland, 


. 52 


526 


- 


- 


19 


14 


95 


7 


16 


3 



It appears from this table that assuming agricultural holdings at yearly tenancies 
i 1870 as an approximate estimate of the number of holdings subject to the Act in 
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eacli county, there were 526 cases as compared with 526,000 holdings, or 1 in every Part II. 
1,000 holdings on an average. In Connaught the cases were 71 below the average ol statistics 

Ireland ; in Leinster, 40 below the average ; in Munster 30 above the average, and in 

Ulster 81 above the average. The 5 counties most above average were — Cork, 40 ; 
Londonderry, 35 ; Antrim, 34; Fermanagh, 25.; and Tyrone, 23. The 4 counties .where Recorders. 
there was the least resort to the Land Courts were — King’s County, no case ; Longford, 1 ; Sessiot 
Louth and Kilkenny, 2 each ; and Monaghan and Meath, 3 each. 

Taking the proceedings in the order of importance — upon the 37 per cent, of cases in 
which there were decrees, the total amount adjudged on the decrees was £13,663 11s. 5 cl. ; 
deducting the amount allowed for set-off, objection, or default of tenant, £2,207 Is., the 
net amount awarded was £11,456 10s. 5 d. This does not include a claim to register 
£8,166 for improvements, as it was held that, whilst the improvements should be 
registered, no value should be stated. 

The claims disposed of in this way included claims in the alternative under tenant- 
right usages, or for compensation for improvements and disturbance ; and the aggregate 
amount in the original claims disposed of by decrees was £42,094 2s. 9<A; the aggregate 
disposed of by dismisses was £19,609 2s. id . ; leaving a balance of claims, for cases 
withdrawn or settled, postponed or adjourned, of £80,604 7s. lid. 

Assuming that the claims withdrawn, settled, and postponed, realized the same 
amount of direct protection to tenants as those disposed of by decree or dismiss, the 
amount corresponding to the £80,604 of claims would be about £15,000, making the 
direct protection to tenants by all the cases, without including registration of improve- 
ments, estimated on the basis of the net amount decreed, as about £26,500. 

Taking the gross amount decreed, £13,664, without deducting the set-off of £2,207 
allowed to landlords, we get the following distribution of the amount in the different 
provinces : — 



Ulster, 
Munster, . 
Leinster, . 
Connaught, 



It appears from this table that the average gross amount awarded, without deducting 
allowances for set-off to landlord, for dilapidation, rent, &c., was in all Ireland £69. In 
Ulster it reached £ 81 , in Munster it was £64, in Leinster £49, and in Connaught £33. 

It appears from these figures that, except a rare case of a claim to register improve- 
ments, the holdings in respect of which cases have been decided by Land Sessions are 
of a very small class. 

The somewhat higher amount in Ulster arises from the tenants’ claims being larger, 
on account of the comparatively greater security they had enjoyed before the Landlord 
and Tenant Act, 1870, under the Ulster custom. The comparatively greater number of 
cases in Ulster arises from the frequency of transfers of tenancy that always prevails 
under the custom, and from the tenants’ claims under it, necessarily giving rise to some 
litigation, until the characteristics of the custom, with the slight local variations, are 
completely transformed by decided cases, from usages resting on good-will and public 
opinion, to usages that can be enforced in the Land Courts. 

The next most important figures are those indicating the proportion of proceedings 
under the different grounds of compensation recognised by the Act. 
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Classifying the claims and counting alternative or duplicate claims, they are in the 
following proportions : — 



Courts of Chairmen 
of Counties and 
Recorders. 



For Loss on quitting holding, 

„ Improvement, 

„ Ulster Tenant-right, or similar usage, 
„ Incoming payments, 



47 

34 

18 

1 



The claims for Ulster tenant-right were necessarily confined to Ulster alone ; and the 
only counties outside Ulster in which claims for usage similar to Ulster custom were 
made, were Tipperary and lloscommon, and only 1 claim in each county. 

The amount of compensation adjudged, under each ground of compensation, is shown 





It appears from these figures that nearly half the sum (46 per cent.) adjudged in 
Ulster, was under the Ulster tenant-right custom. 

From the small average amount adjudged in Ireland (£69) the great majority of the 
cases appear to have been amongst the classes entitled to compensation for loss on quitting 
holding, and entitled at a high scale. On this point complete returns have not been 
furnished by all the county officers; but from the particulars of 87 cases returned, it appears 
that 40 of the claims were for above five years’ rent and not exceeding seven years’, and 
24 were above four and not exceeding five years’ rent; and of the particulars as to 45 cases 
in which compensation for loss on quitting holding was allowed, 12 -were cases above five 
years’ and not exceeding seven years’ rent, and 12 were cases above four years’ and not 
exceeding five years’ rent. So that both in the claims and in what was allowed, more 
than half the cases accounted for fall within those entitled to four years’ rent and upwards 
as compensation for loss on quitting holding. 

Proceedings for the sale of land to tenants, under Part II. of the Landlord and Tenant 
Act, 1870, take place in the Landed Estates Court, as it appears that there were 3 
statements lodged in 1871 under this part of the Act. 

The next table of the Courts of Chairmen of Counties connected with land shows 
the number and nature of the proceedings between landlord and tenant, other than 
under the Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act, 1870, which were actually brought into 
Court. 
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The following is a summary of the returns set out in the table 



Part If. 



TO La. d Landlord 


N“mW m 


Number m 


IncraMe, 


1871. 


Cases entered, , 


4,291 


3,869 


422 


- 


Judgments for Plaintiff : 










Decrees, other than by consent, .... 

Decrees by consent, .... 


9 06# 
















Judgments for Defendant, 










Remaining over, 










Otherwise disposed of, 










Number of cases in which Decrees for rent, 




1,552 

974 






Ejectments on Title, &c., 

Number of cases in which, after Decree, proceedings were 


844 




130 


stopped by payment of rent (23 & 24 Vic., c. 154, s. 63), 


1 


3 


- 


2 


Decrees obtained by Plaintiff : 










Amount of debts, exclusive of costs, .... 


£46,561 


£37,55S 


£9,003 




Amount of costs, exclusive of stamps, . 


£5,332 


£4,521 


£811 





Judicial 

Statistics. 

Court.-: of Chairmen 
of Counties and 
Recorders. 

Ejectments. 



It appears from this table that there were 1,965 decrees in ejectment cases for rent, 
showing an increase of 413 on the number in 1870; whilst in ejectments on the title 
there was a diminution, from 974 to 844. These results of the proceedings explain the 
increase of 422 in the total number of cases, and also the increase of £9,003 in the 
Amount recovered on decrees. 

The following summary shows the result of civil bill proceedings other than eject- Result of Civil 
ments : — Bill proceedings. 



Proceedings othei^imn KmcniENTC^ruiER^m^^CjiusEs remitted 
FROM SUI'ERIOR COURTS. 


1871. | 


187#. | 


■ET 


WlT’ 


Number of Civil Bills entered, 


75,578 




2,461 




Causes defended, 


25,419 


22,213 


3,206 




Cases heard with a Jury, 


133 


130 


3 




Judgments for Plaintiff : — 










Decrees, other than by consent, ..... 


41,046 


39,684 


2,362 




2,060 








Judgments for Defendant : — 










Dismiss without prejudice, 


5,024 


4,728 


296 




Dismiss on the merits, 


3,300 


3,423 








1,164 


689 


475 




Otherwise disposed of, .... 


22,984 


22,578 


406 


_ 


Number of cases in which the sums stated in the decrees to 












12,596 


11,993 


603 




£5, and above 40s., 


13,339 


13,029 


310 . 




£10, and above £5, 


8,848 


9,090 






£20, and above £10, 


6,834 




597 






1,385 


1,246 


139 




Over £40, 


104 


104 






Amount of debts exclusively, 


£223,759 


£182,401 


£41,358 






£22,791 


£11,178 


£11,013 




Probate and administration cases heard, .... 


40 


36 






Insolvent petitions heard, 


305 


317 




12 



This table shows an increase in nearly all the items of civil business other than land 
cases coming before the Courts of Chairmen of Counties. The increase in the number 
of cases was 2,461, and in the amount recovered was £41,358. 

In addition to the returns of Civil Bill Proceedings, returns have been obtained from CivilBill proc 
the Process Servers, who are appointed under statute by the Chairmen, and whose scrvc<l - 
Salary is annually voted by Parliament. Out of the entire number of Process Servers 
(805) all but 25, or 3 per cent., have . made returns. As they have the exclusive. 
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Pabt 11. privilege of serving Civil Bills other than ejectments, their returns — with an estimate 
for deficient returns — aftords a basis of comparing, as in the land cases, the relative 

amount of ordinary civil business arising in each county. From these, the population 

of Counties b as been taken as measure of the business, and a column added showing the number of 
and Recorders. Civil Bill processes that would have been served if the average amount, in proportion 
Number of Civil population for all Ireland, had been served in each jurisdiction. 




It appears from this table that the Civil Bill processes served was 28,171 in excess 
of the average of Ireland in Ulster, and 450 in Munster ; it was 4,937 below average in 
Connaught, and 23,684 below average in Leinster. 

The counties most above average in Ulster were — Armagh 7,212 in excess, and 
Londonderry 6,493. 

In Munster the county most above-average was Kerry — 4,904. 

The counties most below average were Dublin 1 2, 5 8 L, arising, no doubt, from the 
proximity to the Superior Court, and Cork 7,177. 
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In the «jo»% mmmfr ttMhtia of appeals and applications for spirit licences Pa» II 
at Quarter Sessions are compared with the figures for 1870 Judicial 




The number of appeals from Magistrates heard at Quarter Sessions, as appears from 
the above figures, was less m 1870 than in 1 871 ; the number in the former year being 495 
against 537 m the latter, showing an increase in 1871 of 46. Only 437, however, appear 
to have been heard and decided in Court, and in 298 cases the previous decisions were 
affirmed, and in 139 reversed. 



The number of applications for spirit licences in 1871 also shows a satisfactory decrease,' 
having been 98 less than in the preceding year. There was a decrease of 116, or about 
7 per cent., in the number granted. 

Returns have been received from Sheriffs of Counties and Counties of Cities and Sheriff*' 
Towns. In two cases (Londonderry and Sligo) the Sheriffs have never made any Procoo,li "S^ 
returns, and accordingly in the summary an estimate has been made in the way explained 
in the tables. In other cases of default the returns received for 1S69 and 1870 have 
been entered in the table as approximately correct for 1871. 

The following is a summary of the returns included in the table with respect to the Ejectments 
execution of ejectments : — executed. 







Ejectments for 
Non-payment op 11km. 


Other Ej: 






31 


1X1871. 


oninlicrc of 


Ejectments. 


of Hal, proof 


Civil Bill 
Ejectments. 


Leinster, 


1,335,966 


119 


194 


27 


41 


387 | 


29 


Munster, 


1,390.402 


55 


151 


61 


55 


322 


23 


Ulster, 


1,830,398 




199 


24 


169 


425 


23 


Connaught, 


845,993 


229 | 


88 


21 


23, 


154 


18 


Total, . 


5,402,759 | 




632 


133 


294 


1,288 j 


24 



From this table it appears (assuming the method of estimating for defaulting counties 
explained already to be correct) that in 1871 there were 1,288 ejectments executed by 

N 
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Pabt H. Sheriffs in Ireland. The last column in the above table shows the proportion of eject- 

Jmmnu ments to the population; and it appears that this was highest in Leinster, wheret e 

s™. proport . oii was 29 in eyery 100 ,000 of the population, and lowest in Connaught, where 
Proaedinge. it was 18 in an equal number of the population. 

Ejectments j n order, however, to obtain the total number of ejectments executed m Ireland during 

executed. ^ ^ it . g necessary to add to the number (1,288) given in the above summary the 

number (314) of warrants issued at Petty Sessions against cottier tenants for waste, non- 
payment of rent, and for overholding, under sections 84, 85, and 86 of Statute 23 & 24 
Vie c 154, and the number (4,836) of warrants against overholding weekly tenants in 
towns, under Statute 14 & 15 Vic., c. 92, sec. 15. This gives a total of 6,438 as the 
number of ejectments for execution in Ireland in 1871. 

Of the number of ejectments given in the above summary as executed, it appears that 
861 were for non-payment of rent, and 427 were “other ejectments.” In the case of 
cottier tenants and tenants in towns, it appeal's that of the total number of ejectments 
(5,150) only 2 were ejectments for waste, 27 were for non-payment of rent, and o,121 
were for overholding. 



It further appears from the statistics that the proportion of ejectments executed by 
the Sheriffs and by Special Bailiffs was as follows . 



Ejectments. 


Executed by Sheriffs. 


Special Bailiffs. 


Ejectments from Superior Courts, 

Civil Bill Ejectments, 

Total, : 


210 

570 


152 

356 


780 


508 



The Landlord and Tenant Act of 1860 (23 4 24 Vic., c. 154, sec. 94,) remoyed ih, 
necessity of disturbing all the under-tenants in eyery ejectment of a head-tenant. It 
appears that in the counties from rrhieh.retums hay. been reoe.yed no fe*er than 129 
under-tenants mere, by consent, left unmolested on the execution of ejectments, which 
represents that number of families in one year sayed from unnecessary disturbance by 
this salutary change in the law. 



joned. With regard to the summoning of jurors in Ireland for attendance at the various 
Courts the returns of the Sheriffs show the number of such summonses issued by 
them during the year, and the Courts at which the jurors were required. The following 
is an abstract of the table in the Appendix 



Jurors Summoned (except for County and Citt of Dublin). 



PROVINCES. 


aSL. 


Chairmen 


Commiasiou. 


Purpoacs. | 




Leinster (except Dublin), • 

Munster, 

Ulster, 


4,816. 

3,846 

4,958 

3,317 


9,089 I 
11,242 
9,646 
5,241 


56 

104 


406 | 
l 730 


14,311 . 
15,144 
14,604 
9,392 




16,937 


35,218 


160 


1,136 


53,451 
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The Juries Act (Ireland), 1871, provides that the Sheriffs shall keep complete records Part n. 
of the jurors whom they have, summoned during the year, and this provision will come J upicial 

into operation in next Hilary Term. Statistics. 

The number of jurors summoned has a very important bearing upon the Jurors Books Pr0 ^*™3°- 
in some counties. Owing to the absence of leases, the number of jurors under the Jurors summonc 
qualifications in force in 1870 was quite inadequate for the duties to be discharged ; thus 
in King’s County, while 1,40S jurors were summoned within the year, the Jurors Books 
showed only 358 jurors. In the town of Galway, while 1,152 jurors were summoned in 
the year, there were only 184 jurors on the Jurors Book. 

In other counties the scarcity of jurors is made up by qualifications appearing on 
Jurors Books different from the statutable qualifications; as in county Waterford, where 
only 491 jurors appear with the statutable qualifications, and 577 with other qualifications. 

In county Kilkenny, 874 appear with the statutable qualifications, and 830 without. 

The number of illegal qualifications returned was an increasing evil. The numbers 
ascertained in counties at large were in 1869, 3,028 ; in 1870, 4,985, and in 1871, 6,019. 

According to the latest returns, in counties of cities and towns, and boroughs, out of 
11,327, no less than 6,157 appeared in the lists with irregular qualifications not stated 
according to the statute. 

The Juries Act (Ireland), 1871, which came into operation in July of the present year, 
by changing the officers who prepare the lists and the Courts that revise them, and 
by adopting the Clerks of Poor Law Unions, and Courts of Chairmen of Counties, and 
Revising Barristers, who have so successfully prepared and revised the lists of Parliar 
mentary electors, has provided safeguards against future Jurors’ Lists being in the same 
state, and by assimilating the qualifications to the principles on which the Parliamentary 
franchise is based, though adopting a higher standard, has made provision for an adequate 
number of jurors, and by a strict rotation diminished the amount of duty which devolves 
on each juror. 

A return has been obtamed of the numbers for each qualification of special jurors in Special Jurors in 
counties of cities and towns, and the return is complete for all such jurisdictions, except cities aud 
the county of the city of Dublin. 



Ketukn of Special Jurors upon the Special Jurors Lists, from Returns made l>y Sheriffs, 1871, for all 
Counties of Cities and of Towns, except the County of the City of Dublin. 



Total, .... 

Ex-Grand Jurors at Assizes, 

Magistrates, .... 

Traders possessed of personal property of £5,000 
Wholesale Merchants, 

Ex-Sheriffs, ..... 
Qualifications not stated. 

Other Qualifications, 

Bankers, ..... 
Eldest sons of any of the foregoing, . 

Knights, . 



417 




It appears from this table that the largest class of special jurors had only ex-officio 
qualifications, some of which do not imply any property qualification. This defect in 
the existing law is, however, entirely remedied by the Juries Act (Ireland), 1871, and 
after the first day of Hilary Term next, special jurors cannot, as heretofore, get on the 
special juries without showing a special property qualification. 

N 2 
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Part U. 

JnDICIAL 

Statistics. 

Sheriffs' 

Proceedings. 



The other proceedings of Sheriffs in 1871 are returned as follows : — 

Courts held for Election of Coroners, . . 

„ „ of Members of Parliament, 

„ under Writ of Trial or Inquiry, . 

„ for Compensation under Lands Clauses, Companies Act, &c., . 

Process executed as Queen’s Bailiff, viz. : — 

Forfeitures, 

All other cases, ....•••• 
Writs of Habeas Corpus, Proceedings in, . 

„ De Lunatico Inquirendo, ..... 

All other Writs, not of Execution, ...••• 
Application to Court in Interpleader, . • • • • 



13 

32 



Decrees or Processes executed, viz. > — _ „ 

Writs of Habere executed by consent without disturbing Under-Tenant, -0 
Number of Under-Tenants acknowledging in such cases, . . • 129 

Writs of Renewal after part execution, . . • • • ~ 

Fresh execution of Writs on Justices’ Certificate, . • • • 

Writs of Assistance from Court of Probate, . • • - 

Injunctions from Landed Estates Court, . • • • - ~ 

Process under Lands Clauses Act, 3 



Recorders' Courts. 
Special Jurisdic- 



Local Charter 
Courts. 



Recorders in Ireland are given special jurisdiction in some cases. From three of the 
five Recorders’ Courts in Ireland returns have been received, two of which, however, are 
nil returns. 



There are no Manor Courts in Ireland since the Manor Courts Abolition Act of 1859. 
The following summary shows the business in 1870 in the eight Local Charter Courts, 
which were preserved by the Municipal Corporation Reform Act of 1840. 



Local Courts is Corporate Towns. 


8,_, 


Causes 


Recu voted. 




Collected. 


Clonmel Court of Conscience, . 
Drogheda do., 

Dublin Lord Mayor’s Court (1870), . 
Dublin Court of Conscience (1865), . 
Kilkenny do., 

Limerick do., 

Londonderry do., 

Wexford do., 




92 

97 

1,459 

3,900 

188 

1,534 

874 

149 


63 

56 

1,200 

2,738 

141 

1,132 

376 

107 


£ «. d. 
26 6 8 
83 6 11 
800 0 0 
*1,787 0 0 
81 1 0 
151 14 6 
114 16 10 
58 16 4 


436 

250 

125 

6 


£ s. d. 
9 13 0 
4 17 0 
150 0 2 
345 4 7 
9 8 0 
76 14 0 
49 19 0 
8 13 0 


Total, 


8,293 


5,813 


3,103 2 3 


S9S 


654 8 9 



Petty Sessions The last table in the Appendix shows the civil business at the Courts of Petty 
Courts. Sessions ; the first item in which shows the number of civil cases other than those 
which related to tenements held by cottier tenants. The total number is 79,882 
cases, which is very nearly one-third of the civil bills other than ejectments served from 
the Courts of Chairmen of Counties and Recorders, the number being, allowing for 
deficient returns, 246,882. 

Proceedings The table also shows the proceedings relating to cottier tenants under the Landlord 

against cottier an( l Tenant Act, 1860, (Stat. 23 & 24 Vic., c. 154,) under which cottier tenements may 
be summarily recovered at Petty Sessions for waste, for non-payment of rent, or for 
overholding. The cases for summary recovery of tenements in towns against weekly 
tenants, under Stat. 14 & 15 Vic., c. 92, sec. 15, are also shown. 

A cottier tenant is defined by the 81st section of the Act of 1860 to be any person 
holding by agreement or memorandum in writing from the landlord a tenement con- 
sisting of a dwelling-house or cottage without land, or with any portion of land not 
exceeding half an acre statute measure, at a rent not exceeding the rate of £5 by the 
year, for one month, or from month to month, or in like manner for any lesser period 
of time, the landlord undertaking to keep and maintain the dwelling-house or cottage 



* Not returned; estimated from proportion in 1863. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




101 



in tenantable condition and repair. This definition is held not to include the case of Part II. 

weekly tenants, who are dealt with under Stat. 14 & 15 Vic., c. 92, sec. 15, already Judicial 

referred to. ’ J Statistics. 



The proceedings against cottier and weekly tenants in 18?1 appear from the returns 
to have been as follows : — 







C °u£j ntS 


Special Bailiffs. 


Cases in widen 
stay of Execution. 


Cottier Tenants. 

Under Stat. 23 <& 24 Vic., c. 154. 










Por Waste (sec. 84), 


76 








Por Non-payment of Rent (sec. 85), . 


145 








For Overhoiding (sec. 86), 

Weekly Tenants. 

Under Stat. 14 <£ 15 Vic., c. 92, s. 15. 


1,279 


815 


285 


116 


For Overholding, in Towns (sec. 15), . 


10,825 


8,032 


4,836 


129 


Total, 


12,325 


8,962 


5,150 


251 



The returns further indicate the number of days on which Petty Sessions were not 
held in consequence of the non-attendance of Magistrates. This number (1,148), as 
compared with 13,271 days on which Petty Sessions Courts other than Police Courts 
were held, gives a proportion of 9 per cent. ; but this proportion is differently distri- 
buted, and reaches 15-2 per cent, in the province of Connaught, as appears from the 
following table : — 



Petty Sessions 

Proceedings 
against cottier 



Provinces. 


Days on which 


Number of 
1’etty Sessions 

hold. 


Proportion 

not held to 
Days on 
which Sossions 


Leinster, 


329 




Por cent. 


Munster, 


289 


3,906 




Ulster, 


188 






Connaught, 


342 


2,254 


15-2 


Total (606 Courts), 


1,148 


13,271 


8-7 



The local jurisdiction in civil matters other than those relating to land is divided in 
Connaught in the following proportion : — 



Total Local Civil Cases other than Land Cases, ... . 51,933 100- 

Processes served for Chairmen of Counties and Recorders’ 

Courts, . 33,638 64-8 

Cases at Courts of Petty Sessions, 18,295 35-2 



When the Petty Sessions Courts occupy so important a position in disposing of one- 
third (35 '2) of the small civil cases of the poor, it is a very serious hardship on them 
when the Courts are on 15 ‘2 per cent, of days appointed postponed from non-attendance 
of Magistrates. 
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Part I. 

Criminal 

Statistics. 




Report. 



The following is 
Report : — 



SUMMARY. 

Summary of the principal results noticed in the preceding 



CHAPTER I.— STATISTICS OF CRIME. 

1. The statistics of serious crime committed in Ireland in 1871 are more favourable 
than in any year since 1864, when the Police Statistics for all Ireland in their present 
form were first in a complete shape. 

(a.) In the case of indictable offences there has been a decrease of 1,362, or 14 per 
cent., on the number in the preceding year, being a greater decrease than in any 
preceding year. 

(6.) In offences determined summarily there was a decrease of 13,826, or 6 per 
cent., on the numbers in the preceding year— reducing such offences to a lower absolute 
amount and to a lower number per 10,000 of population than in any year since the 
Statistics were first in a complete shape — in 1864. 

(c.) This decrease was very marked in three of the more important offences determined 
summarily— amounting to 4,782 cases of drunkenness, 534 cases of stealing, and 4S5 
cases of wilful and malicious destroying of property. 

2. Treasonable offences, which in 1866 and 1867 exceeded 500 in number, were 
reduced in 1870 to 37, and have fallen to 7 in 1871. These figures indicate that the 
outburst of treason which took place in 1866 and 1867 may be treated as having come 
to an end. 

3 (a). Cases of agrarian crime specially reported by the Constabulary, which were 76 7 in 
1869 and 1,329 in 1870, have fallen to 368 in 1871 ; the first six months, of 1872 show 
a further decrease. The outrages, which were 1,219 in the first six months of 1870, 
and 242 in the first six months of 1871, have fallen to 116 in 1872. This number, 
however, is still above half the number in 1865, 1866, 1867, and 1868 ; the number in 
the whole of 1866 having been as low as 87. 

(b.) On examining the character of some of the more serious crimes of 1872, it 
appears that, while connected with land, they relate not to disputes about compen- 
sation for improvements or disturbance, adequate jurisdiction to dispose of which was 
conferred on the local Courts by the Landlord and Tenant Act of 1870 ; but several of 
them have arisen out of disputes about rights of way between adjoining tenants on the 
same or adjoining estates, and questions of title and equitable questions between families 
of tenants or between small proprietors, with which the Irish County Court is not 
competent to deal, having in these respects a more limited jurisdiction in some of 
these branches than the corresponding Courts in Scotland, and in others than the 
corresponding Courts in England and Wales. 

4. Of the counties specially proclaimed by the Peace Preservation Act, in the county 
Mayo alone has the number of the proceedings (72) in the last six months of 1871 been 
greater than in the corresponding period of 1870, and the increase has been only 16 
proceedings, the number for last six months of 1870 being 56, or 22 per cent. less. In 
all the counties taken together there has been a decrease of 155, or 35 per cent., below 
the number in the corresponding period in 1870. 

5. The comparison of crime in counties and counties of cities and towns shows that, 
while the average of serious crime in all Ireland is only 15 per 10,000 of population, in 
the Dublin Metropolitan Police District it exceeds eight times the average amount, or 
130 per 10,000 of population. In the county of the city of Cork it was above average, 
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or 25, and in Westmeath it amounted to average. The counties most favourably Part I. 
circumstanced are the portions of Antrim and Down outside Belfast — 3 per 10,000, Criminal 
and the county of the town of Carrickfergus, where the crime was only 1 in the 10,000 Statistics. 
of population. Summary of 

6 («). The most marked feature disclosed in the comparison of crime in counties and 
towns, is the extent to which crime is concentrated in towns in Ireland. The excess of 
serious crime in urban districts as compared with crime in the adjoining county, in the 
case of Dublin is 89 per cent.; in Cork, 70; in Waterford, 55; in Belfast, 49; in 
Limerick, 42 per cent. There is a similar excess in urban districts in the case of 
crime determined summarily, although in not quite so large proportions. The most 
definite way of realizing the large excess of urban crime, is contained in the fact that of 
8,155 indictable offences not disposed of summarily in Ireland, 4,401, or more than half, 
occurred in the Dublin Metropolitan Police District. 

(Z>). The operation of the system of electoral division rating has been to concentrate 
the very poor in towns in Ireland, and to increase unduly in towns the class in which 
crimes of poverty prevail; and the recommendation of the Committee of the House of 
Commons to establish union rating, as in England, will, if carried into effect, have a 
tendency to check crimes arising from the undue concentration of the poor. 

7. In comparing the distribution of serious crime in 1871 with 1S70, it is satisfactory 
to observe that the decrease in 1871 has been most marked in some of the districts 
where crime is highest in both years. 

Thus, in the Dublin Metropolitan Police District the decrease has been 23 in the 
10,000 of population, while the average decrease in all Ireland has been only between 
2 and 3 per cent. In Westmeath the large reduction of 11 in the 10,000 of population, 
brought the crime from the high figure of 26 in 1870 to the average of 15 in 1871. 

8 (a). The statistics of serious crime in Ireland, compared with the corresponding 
statistics of England and Wales, show a smaller number of serious crimes in proportion 
to population — to the extent of 4,308, or 34 per cent. 

(6.) The Irish statistics are more favourable than the English in the case of immoral 
offences, from 13 to 66 per cent.; in crimes against property other than malicious, 
from 51 to 68 per cent. ; in eases of perjury, 51 per cent. ; and in attempts to commit 
suicide, 66 per cent. 

(c.) The crimes in which the English statistics are more favourable than the Irish 
are — riot and assaults of various classes, ranging from 79 to 89 per cent. ; malicious 
offences against property, 77 per cent. ; unclassed offences, 79 per cent. ; and offences 
against the lives of others, 14 per cent. 

(d.) The number of cases in which murder was charged at Coroners’ inquests was 32 
in Ireland, as compared with 18 in a corresponding portion of the population of England 
and Wales, or an excess in Ireland of 43 per cent. The infanticides in Ireland were 
21, as compared with 36 in England and Wales, or 41 per cent, less in Ireland. The 
infanticides in Ireland were twenty-seven times, and in England sixty-six times the 
number of murders amongst the same amount of population at other periods of age. 

9 (a). The number of offences determined summarily was less by 97,333. or 49 per 
cent, in a corresponding portion of the population of England and Wales than in Ireland. 

(6.) The Irish statistics were less favourable than the English in offences against 
the Ways Acts, 78 per cent. ; in offences against the Fishery Acts, 78 per cent. ; in 
unclassed offences, 76 per cent.; and in drunkenness and being drunk and disorderly, 

65 per cent. 

(c.) On the other hand, the Irish statistics are more favourable than the English in 
offences against the Game Acts, 77 per cent. ; in offences against Poor Law Acts, 78 
per cent. ; in enforcement of Vagrant Acts other than against prostitutes, 79 : in 
offences against Local Acts, 79 per cent. 
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Part I. 10 (a). The publication of the Scotch statistics in a complete form for 1870 has 

Statistics ena bled a comparison to be made between Irish and Scotch crime. 

( b .) Ulster has been selected for comparison with Scotland, as corresponding more 

closely in race of inhabitants with Scotland than any other two portions of the United 
— — Kingdom ; the Celtic inhabitants of Scotland being mainly descended from Ulster 

colonists, and the majority of the Protestant inhabitants of Ulster from Lowland Scotch. 

(c.) The number of offences of all kinds in Ulster in 1871 was less by 7,404 offences, 
or 11 per cent, than in a corresponding population in Scotland. The crimes against 
human life were only 83 in Ulster, as compared with the proportional number of 95 in 
Scotland ; the crimes against morals were only 33 in Ulster, as compared with 100 in 
Scotland, or 67 per cent, less ; offences against property were less by 9,522 offences, or 
73 per cent. 

(d.) On the other hand, the unfavourable feature of the Ulster statistics was in 
Police offences, including riots, assaults, and violation of discipline under Acts of 
Parliament. The Scotch offences of these classes were less than in Ulster by 2,200 
offences, or 4 per cent. 

(c.) The larger proportion of offences against morals in Scotland has an important 
bearing on the policy of maintaining a different, law of marriage in Scotland from that 
in other portions of the United Kingdom, after the strong recommendations of the 
Marriage Law Commissioners, made some years since on this subject. 

11. It appears from the statistics of the character of persons proceeded against, that of 
16,146 men of bad character, no less than 6,626, or 41 per cent., were habitual drunkards. 
These figures indicate the importance of the provisions of the new Licensing Act 
extended to Ireland, which impose increased penalties on drunkenness, and of the 
recommendations of the Select Committee of the House of Commons for dealing with 
cases of habitual drunkenness. 

12. In the case of 1 7,1 53 women of ascertained bad character proceeded against, no less 
than 10,456, or 61 per cent., were prostitutes. In connexion with the discussions as to 
the legislation required for checking the physical evils connected with prostitution, these 
figures, showing the intimate connexion between prostitution and crime, suggest the 
larger question of the moral and social results of prostitution. 



CHAPTER II.— MODES OF PROCEDURE FOR PUNISHING CRIME. 

1. (a.) The statistics of Coroners’ inquests show an excess of inquests, in proportion 
to population, of children aged one year and under, the number being nearly four times 
the proportion to be expected from the distribution of ages in population. 

( b .) Of 193 inquests of this class, where the legitimacy or illegitimacy was ascer- 
tained, it appears that 82 were on illegitimate children, and 111 on legitimate children. 
But as the number of illegitimate births in Ireland is only 3 to 97, it follows that there 
should have been little more than 3 inquests instead of 82 amongst illegitimate children — 
indicating the vei-y close connexion between the excessive number of these inquests and 
the illegitimacy of the children. In the case of the verdicts of infanticide, 20 out of 21 
were on illegitimate children. 

2. In comparing the inquests in Ireland and England, there is an excess of 3,191 
inquests, or 52 per cent., in England, arising chiefly from the large number of accidental 
deaths. The unfavourable feature of the Irish statistics is the large number of deaths 
from excessive drinking, the English number being 36 per cent. less. 

3. The statistics of persons apprehended for serious crime show a great difference in 
the proportion of those bailed for trial in Ireland, 39 per cent, of men and 15 per cent- 
of women, as compared with 6 per cent, of men and 4 per cent, of women in England and 
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Part 1. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 

Summary of 
Report. 



CHAPTER III.-THE CRIMINALS AND OTHERS IN CONFINEMENT 
AND KNOWN CRIMINALS AT LARGE. 

1 (a.) It appears that 16,019, or about 55 per ceni of tin* 

CSI (l') ^ re ^ ^^'^^^^^^P^^^y^ommitte^fiu^thnes' ^upwards ^ 
cent of tto” g 7T PI0!,0rtio ” s ™» ™ remarkable ; 2,555, or 29 per 

principle, which has been so successfully applied to young persons. 

thteJfZSr " nmber of P« committed for 
the tret tune— the best index of the mount of fresh crime—™* no less than 3 621! or 

Pori£;“ 7 6at r CmmitMs “ WTO- m. result corroborates ’the 

4rd“s™,‘; ,0 ° " im ” "’° 11 ° f ™ 

■ S T ? *f P T*. f '° m *• s “ at ‘ os of criminal lunatics that there were 1,272 committed 
F„ 1 T fS*. *“ - «*— ™‘ d « in * corresponding p„p„Zn in 

England and Wales; and that of the entire number in Ireland, 95 pc' cent were 
committed by Justices as dangerous, whilst in England and Wales of the entire number 

differences in th ’ P “ ° “*' Z” *° W b ““ “ These extraordinary 

tlif, V t f? .Z 88 “f a C " ef ° 1 00 ”»P“ ri ™ of «» English and Irish law on 
the subject of both criminal and pauper lunatics, the difference in the incidence of the 
charge for supporting them, and the administration of the several institutions in which 
lunatics are detained in Ireland and England. 

3. The statistics of industrial schools show an increase in the total number under 

detention at the close of the yea, of 929 on the number of lS 70, making the total 
number protected by these institutions 2,456, and of this number 1 754 w ere ghls- 
SlZritw b “ CM8% r850n8d fr °“ “ d d criminal career by 

4. The number of children in industrial schools in Ireland at the close of the year 
was much larger than the number in England and Wales; the English proportional 
number being less by 1,294 children, or 52 per cent. 
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Report. 



5 Tile state of education of those admitted during the yea I is shown by the fact 

that upwards of 50 per cent, of them conld at the time of their admission neither read 
nor write. The industrial schools are thus supplying to some extent the want of com- 
pulsory education in Ireland. . . , „ .• i,, 

6 Amongst women and girls committed to prison in Ireland, the nuin J 

uneducated is 54, as compared with 39 in England and Wales; and even of the most 
recent youthful criminals sent on to reformatories, 51 per cent, of the girls were en ire y 

lg °7°”om the greater proportion of total ignorance amongst the Irish than the 
English criminal classes, industrial schools and other arrangements for compulsory 
education of neglected children are more reguircd in Ireland than m England and 

W y statistics of reformatories show that the number under detention m Ireland 
at close of year was 970, being less by 139 children, or IS per cent, than m a correspond- 
ing population of England and Wales. 

9. It mi"ht be supposed from these figures that the Irish authorities were ess 
zealous in working the reformatory principle than those of England and Wales; but 
if the number sent on to reformatories in Ireland and m England and Wales be 
compared with the total number in each country committed to gaols under the age of 
sixteen years, it will appear that 24 per cent, of youthful criminals were sent on to 
reformatories in Ireland, whilst only 14 per cent, were sent on m England and Wales. 

10 The statistics of convict prisons show that there was a smaller proportion of 

prisoners sentenced to penal servitude within the years compared in Ireland than in 
England and Wales; the Irish number being less by 331 convicts, or 57 per cent. 
These figures, taken in connexion with the larger proportion of convicts in custody 
(after allowing for Irish convicts in English prisons) corroborate the result indicated by 
the Police statistics— that the excess of serious crime in England and Wales as compared 
with Ireland, is in crime of the gravest class. ...... 

11 (a) The statistics of criminals at large known to the Police, when added to those 

in confinement at one time, give 31 in every 10,000 of the population in Ireland, as 
compared with 41 in England and Wales. . _ . , . . . ... 

(b.) Of criminals at large known to the Police, the number in Ireland is only 6,224 
as compared with 12,707 in a corresponding portion of the population of England and 
Wales 

u i Of criminals under confinement in placee of punishment, the number is 3,300 m 
Ireland compared with the corresponding English number of 7,024, being m the same 
proportion, of about one-half less in Ireland, as the criminals at large known to the 

P °M)'ln places of prevention or refonn— industrial and reformatory schools-the 
number under detention in Ireland is 3,426, as compared with the English proportional 

Tl "": l ;“n places of refuge and protection— criminals in lunatic asylums— there are 3,492 
in Ireland, os compared with the proportional number of 152 for England and Wales. 

If) The result is, that whilst the actual criminals and criminal classes under confine- 
ment are so much fewer in Ireland, the number of persons detained with a view of 
guarding against the commission of crime is somewhat greater, being 10,218 In Ireland, 

as compared with a proportion of 9,447 in England and Wales. 

(o ) These results, showing in Ireland greater care against the commission of come, 
followed by a smaller number of criminals, have an important bearing upon the pro- 
for anulving to habitual drunkards and other habitual criminals, protective and 
reformatory restraint similar to that imposed in Ireland at the end of 1871 on 3,492 
criminal lunatics and 3,426 neglected and criminal children. 
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CHAPTER IV.— THE COST OF THE REPRESSION OF CRIME. 

1. The cost of repressing crime in Ireland in 1871 was £1,323,053; the cost for an 
equal population m England and Wales in 1870 was £869,700; bein°- £453 353 0 r 
34 per cent., less in England. 

2 The cost of prosecutions was less in England by £15,549, or 21 per cent owing 
to the system of a public prosecutor which eiists in Scotland and Ireland not’havino 
been yet extended to England. ° 

3. From the Police in England being 12 in every 10,000 of population, whilst the 
effective force m Ireland is 25 in every 10,000, the cost of Police is £446,225, or 46 per 
cent., less in a proportion of the population in England than in Ireland. 

4. In the following counties the effective strength of Police is below or as low as 
the English proportion of Police to population Down and Londonderry, 9 in every 
10,000; Armagh, 10 ; and Tyrone and Antrim, 11. 

5. In the following counties the proportion of Police to population differs most from 
the English proportion King’s county, 41 in 10,000 population; Tipperary, South 
Riding, 42; Meath, 44; Westmeath, 50; Tipperary, North Riding, 51. 



PamI. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 
Summary of 
Report. 



PART II.— JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 

The assimilation of the criminal law for England and Ireland, commenced by 
Sir Robert Peel in 1828, and advanced in 1860 by the enactment of the consolidated 
criminal statutes, has enabled a very close comparison to be made of the criminal 
statistics of Ireland with those of England. In the case of the civil tribunals, although 
the Irish law rests on the common law of England, the differences in the statute law 
are so great that it would be a matter of extreme difficulty to institute a satisfactory 
comparison between the statistics of the two countries. 

The jurisdictions, according to these statutable differences, may be divided into 
three classes— (1) jurisdictions like the Landed Estates Court, Record of Title, and 
Land Sessions, founded upon principles of jurisprudence in advance of those al yet 
applied to the corresponding subjects in England; (2) jurisdictions like the Crown side of 
the Court of Queen’s Bench, Bankruptcy and Insolvency in which a large amount of 
assimilation has been effected in the present session, but which cannot affect the statistics 
for the past year; and (3) jurisdictions as to which the reforms and principles adopted 
in England have not been as yet fully applied to Ireland. 

1 (a). Of 352 petitions for sale in the Landed Estates Court in 1871, 321, or 91 per 
cent., were for the sale of incumbered estates— the original object for which the juris- 
diction of selling with parliamentary or absolute title was first created in 1849. 

(b.) The extent of incumbrances thus indicated is confirmed by the large rental still 
managed by the Court of Chancery and the 290 Receivers under that Court in other 
than minor and lunacy matters. 

(c.) In connexion with the effect of the Irish Landlord and Tenant Act, 1870, upon 
sales in the Landed Estates Court, it appears that the rental of property sold in 1871 
was £53,754 a year, while the rental of the preceding year was less by £7,485 
(d.) The purchase-money realized in 1871 was £1,008,524, while that in 1870 was 
less by £251,306, or 25 per cent. The average number of yearn’ purchase was 18J per 
cent, in 1871, while that in 1870 was 16| years, or 13 per cent. less. The number of 
years’ purchase in 1871 reached a higher figure than in 1869 (17£), or than in 1868 
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(18^), or than the average of five years from 18G3 to 1867 (17^ years purchase), 
showing that the selling value of property has not been injured by the Landlord and 
Tenant Act, 1870. 

2 (a). In the .Record of Title Office 42 estates were recorded in 1871, the purchase- 
money being £165,730. As the record of title is at present limited to estates with 
absolute or parliamentary titles, the purchase-money, being about 16 per cent, of the 
property sold in the Landed Estates Court in the same year, is a sufficiently large 
proportion to indicate the soundness of principle on which the Act is framed. 

(b.) Of the estates recorded, only 4 were above £10,000 in value, 19 below £10,000 
and above £1,000, and 19 below £1,000. For the most numerous class of estates 
recorded, local registration would be much more convenient than central, and an exten- 
sion of optional local registration under central control (on the principles of the regis- 
tration of marriages and wills) would extend the benelit of the system to the class of 
small purchasers, who most require and use it. 

(c.) Whilst the estates recorded form a considerable proportion of those sold with 
absolute title, they form a small proportion of all the sales of absolute and marketable 
title taken together. The latter class requires the protection against future compli- 
cations of title which the record of title is calculated to afford, as much if not more 
than those sold with absolute title. 

3 (a). Assuming the 526,000 agricultural holdings of yearly tenancies or tenancies- 
at-will in 1870 as an approximate estimate for each county in Ireland of the number of 
holdings subject to the Landlord and Tenant Act, 1S70, it appears that there were in 
the last quarter of 1870 and the whole of the year 1871, 526 cases at Land Sessions — 
giving an average for all Ireland of 1 case in every 1,000 holdings subject to the Act. 

The number of cases in Connaught was only 56 in 127,000 holdings, or 71 below the 
average proportion of Ireland ; in Leinster they were 40 below average ; in Munster, 
30 above average ; and in Ulster, 287 cases in 206,000 holdings, or 81 above average. 

(b.) The five counties most above average were — Cork, 40 ; Londonderry, 35 ; 
Antrim, 34 ; Fermanagh, 25 ; and Tyrone, 23. The counties where there was least 
appeal to the Land Courts were— King’s County, no cases; Longford, 1; Louth and 
Kilkenny, 2 each ; and Monaghan and Meath, 3 each. 

(c.) Of the entire number of cases (526) at Land Sessions, the decrees were 197, or 
37 per cent.; the dismisses, 95, or 18 per cent.; making 55 per cent, of the 
proceedings disposed of by decisions in Court. The large proportion of 27 per cent, 
of the cases were withdrawn and settled, 14 per cent, postponed, and less than 1 per 
cent, referred to arbitration. 

(d.) There were, against 292 decrees and dismisses at Land Sessions, only 52 appeals 
lodged ; of these only 33 were heard. In 4 cases the appeals were reversed, in 13 they 
were varied, in 13 affirmed, and in 3 cases judgments have been held over. 

(e.) In the Court of Land Cases Reserved there were only 2 appeals — one was heard, 
and the judgment affirmed. It was a case of a claim to register improvements, which 
was granted, but no value allowed to be registered. 

(/.) The total sum adjudged in decrees was £13,644, and deducting £2,207 allowed 
for default of tenant, &c., the net sum adjudged was £11,456. Allowing the same 
proportion for claims disposed of out of Court, the direct protection to tenants in all 
the cases may be estimated at £26,500. 

(g.) It appears from these figures that, except a rare case of a claim to register im- 
provements to the extent of £8, 166, the holdings in respect of which cases have been 
decided by the Land Sessions are of a very small class. The gross amount decreed 
o-ives an average for Ireland of £69 in each case. In Ulster it reached £81 ; in Munster, 
£64 ; in Leinster, £49 ; and in Connaught, £33. 

(h.) Of the gross amount adjudged at Land Sessions (£13,664), £5,621, or 41 per 
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cent., was for loss on quitting holding and improvement together; £4,558, or 33 per 
cent., was for Ulster tenant-right; £1,908, or 14 per cent., for loss on quitting holding 
alone ; and £1,577, or 12 per cent., for improvement alone. 

(*.) Of the gross amount adjudged in Ulster (£9,956), £4,55S, or 46 per cent 
was for Ulster tenant-right; £3,582, or 36 per cent., for loss on quitting holding and 
improvement together; £1,389, or 14 per cent., for loss on quitting holding alone; and 
£427, or 4 per cent., for improvement alone. 

4. The want of assimilation of the practice and procedure of the Crown side of the 
Court of Queen’s Bench in Ireland with that of England, which arose from the Irish 
Judges not having tile powers conferred on the English Judges in 1844, has been 
temmeted by Mr. Heron’s Queen's Bench (Ireland) Procedure Act (Stub 35 k 86 Vic 
c. 28,) or the present session. 

5 (.) By the Debtors (Ireland) Act of the present session, the reform of abolishing 

wiles InTsm rT ° f f ” ioH which was adopted in England a»S 

Wales in 1S69, has been extended to Ireland. 

law iSh t V fl f‘l lmP ll <Ir<,1 " d) AC ‘ ° f H ' e r " 8en ‘ the >“• knntanptcj 

aw, which hitherto rested on the Act of 1657, ha, been reformed by adopting wit! 
appropriate modifications, the more recent reform, introduced in England' 

Colt 'o! 1 assimilation between the practice and procedure of the superior 

£tad of ZZ, 7 m ““ d “ d torn the non-extension to 

recotltded bt t E t 77 C ° mm “ W Pr °“ d “» A “‘» «>e extent 

ccommended by the English and Irish Law and Chancery Commission in 1863 

proTsnte a comparison wrth the corresponding Court, in England and Wales 
(6.) As compared with 1670, the business of lire superior Court* of common law 

datrTdl P 7“ P ■ Sk °” 1 a% “ th » of summon, and 

plamts fled having been 12,1 11, or 102 more than in 1S70 ; there was an increase of 
63 in tile proceedings before the full Court* on the number in the preceding year (1,021) 

h f 5777 rec0Ter,d “ Terdicte ™ practically the same in both years, 

bemg £40,404 m 1871, and £40,631 in 1870. * 

,p In circu it business there was an increase in the number of appeals from Chairmen 
of Counties and Recorders, from 365 in 1870 to 473 in 1871, arising in part from the 
jurisdiction at Land Sessions, in part from cases remitted from the superior Courts, and 
m P ar ' ; from the increase in the number of Civil Bills. 

i ««' T '7 7 m 7' °, f ““ "“ itted fwm tle “Perior Courts to the local Courts was 
135, and 76 of such causes wore lodged in local Court* for trial in the year The 
diminution of oases for trial at Nisi Priu, in Dublin, was 56, indicating that the 
mcreasod cheapness of trial in the local Courts hasled to a larger number of cases being 

(«.) In Chancery there has been an increase in 1871 as compared with 1670 of about 
25 per cent, in the proceedings in the chamber, of the Lord Chancellor, the Master of 
the Bolls, and the Viee-Chancellor, a, measured by the most important proceedings 
™.-nummonses for the administration of estates,' fees collected, and orders of the 

inleW h“SS° ' ’ "" lJe h “ ^ ° f * b » rt >° P» 

(A) The Accountant-General’s return shows M, 343, 661 under the care of the Court 
of Chancery m 1871, being #20,564' more than in the preceding year. 

» («). In the Probate Court there has been a considerable inortmse in probates and 
ett m of administrations m the District Eegistries, of from 1,711 in 1870 to 1 885 i 
1871, or an merease of 141 ; whilst the decree in the Principal Kegistry was odf 9 7 
from 1,782 m 1870 to 1,773 in 1871. The difference between the loll and ill 
Eegistry indicates the same tendency as in the business of the common law Court, 7“ 
morease of local and diminution of central administration in legal business 
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(6.) The very small amount of contentious business in the Probate Court — only 58 
trials in relation to probates and administrations at central Registry, and 28 in relation 
to those at the local Registries— indicates the satisfactory working of the law of wills 
and of the probate jurisdiction for the class of cases that fall within their scope. 

(c.) Under the operation of the Irish Church Act the Ecclesiastical Courts were 
abolished on 1st January, 1871. The matrimonial jurisdiction has been transferred to 
the Court of Probate. There were 12 matrimonial cases during the year, 3 decrees 
for divorce a mensd et thoro, and 1 decree for restitution of conjugal rights. 

(d.) The action for criminal conversation is still distinguished from the proceedings 
for a divorce in Ireland, and for a complete divorce a private Act of Parliament is 
required. 

10. In the Courts of Chairmen of Counties and Recorders there was a marked 

increase in nearly all .the items of civil business in addition to the land cases and cases 
remitted from the superior Courts. There was an increase of 2,461 in Civil Bills 
entered, raising the number in 1871 to 75,578. In the amount recovered there was an 
increase of £41,358, raising the amount recovered to £223,759. There was an increase 
of 283 in the number of ejectment decrees for rent, raising the number to 2,809 ; while 
in ejectments on the title there was a decrease in the number of decrees from 974 
to 844. . , . 

11. At Quarter Sessions there was a satisfactory decrease of 98 in the number ot 

spirit licences applied for, and a decrease of 116, or about 11 per cent., in the number 
granted. . 

12 (a). The Sheriffs’ returns show 53,451 jurors summoned in all the counties and 
cities of Ireland except the county and the city of Dublin. 

(6.) A comparison of the Sheriffs’ returns with those of Jurors Sessions shows how 
deficient the number of qualified jurors was in some counties for the duties to be 
discharged. This arose from the discontinuance of leases on which the old qualifi- 
cation rested. Thus, in King’s county, whilst 1,408 jurors were summoned within the 
year, the jurors book shows only 358 jurors. In the town of Galway, whilst 1,1 52 jurors 
were summoned in the year, there are only 184 jurors on the jurors book. 

(c.) In other counties the scarcity of jurors is made up by qualifications appearing on 
the jurors book different from the statutable qualifications ; as in the county Waterford, 
where only 491 jurors appear with statutable qualifications, and 577 with other qualifi- 
cations. In county Kilkenny 874 appear with statutable qualifications, and 830 without. 

(cl.) The number of illegal qualifications returned was an increasing evil. The 
numbers ascertained in counties at large in 1869 were 3,028 ; in 1870, 4,985 ; and in 
1871 the number had increased to 6,019. In counties of cities and towns and boroughs, 
according to the latest returns, out of 11,327 no less than 6,157 appeared in the lists 
with irregular qualifications not staled according to the statute. 

(e.) The transfer under the Juries (Ireland) Act, 1871, of the preparation of the 
jurors lists from the Grand Jury Cess Collectors to the Clerks of Poor Law Unions, 
and the revision from Magisterial Jurors Sessions to the Parliamentary Electors 
Revision Courts, will have a great tendency to abate these irregularities and illegalities. 

13. The importance of the civil jurisdiction at Petty Sessions is shown by the 
number of cases— 79,882, or about one-third of the number (246,882) of the Civil Bills 
other than ejectments served from the Courts of Chairmen of Counties and Recorders. 

W. NEILSON HANCOCK. 
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Police Tables, showing Establishments and Costs, Number of Criminal Classes known to 
the Police, Number of Crimes Committed and Persons Apprehended, Number of 
Persons proceeded against Summarily, and Character of Persons proceeded against 
in each Police District ; compiled from Returns furnished at the request of His 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, by the Royal Irish Constabulary and the 
Dublin Metropolitan Police, and by the Town Clerks of Cities and of Towns. 

ALSO, 

Returns from Coroners as to Inquests, furnished at the request of His Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant. 



1871 . 
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Police Table 1. Establishments (1.) — Royal Irish Constabulary : 

Part I. Central Establishment, witli Cost of Establishment, and Proportion paid by 

, Her Majesty’s Treasury, . . . . . .113 

„ II. Establishment in Counties and in Counties of Cities and of Towns, with 
Cost of Establishment, Proportion paid by Counties and Proclaimed 
Districts, and Proportion paid by Her Majesty’s Treasury, . . 113 

„ III. Effective Strength of the Force in Counties and in Counties of Cities and 

of Towns, with Population of Counties, &o., . . • .113 

„ IY. Amount charged to Counties, <fcc., for extra Force, . . . 113 

„ V. A Statement of the Cost of the Royal Irish Constabulary Force, . . 113 
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„ II. Establishment in Divisions, with Cost of Establishment, and Proportion 
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„ III. Dublin Police Courts, with Cost of Establishment, and Proportion paid by 
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„ IV. A Statement of the Cost of the Metropolitan Police Force, and Average 
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„ 3. Establishments (3.1 — Local Force of Town Constables, Watchmen, <fcc., of Towns under 

Town Councils and Town Commissioners, with Population and Costs, and source of 
Payment, ‘115 

„ 4. Criminal Classes Number of known Depredators, Offenders, and Suspected Persons at 

large in each Police District, and of the Houses they frequent, . . . 116 

„ 5. Indictable Offences. — Number of Crimes committed in each Police District (so far as 

known to the Police), Number of Persons apprehended, and the disposal of the 
charges against them, ........ 121 

„ 6. Indictable Offences — Nature of the Crimes committed in each Police District (so far as 

known to the Police), 126 

„ 7. Indictable Offences Total and Nature of the Crimes committed (so far as known to 

the Police), the Number of Poison3 apprehended, and the Manner in which they 

were disposed of, . . . . . . . .128 

„ 8. Offences determined Summarily. — Result of the Proceedings in each Police District 

against the Persons whose Cases were determined Summarily by the Justices, . 129 

„ 9. Offences determined Summarily Number of Persons proceeded against before Justices 

in each Police District, specifying the Offences, ..... 134 

„ 10. Offences determined Summarily Total and Nature of the Offences for which Persons 

were proceeded against Summarily before Justices, and the Result of the Proceedings, 136 

„ 11. Character of Criminals. — Class of Persons proceeded against in each Police District, on 

Indictment and Summarily, . . . . - . . 137 



Coroners’ Inquests. 

Number of Inquests, with Ages of Deceased, Finding of the Jury, and Costs, . . . 142 



Peace Preservation Act. 

Proceedings in Districts specially proclaimed under Part II. of the Peace Preservation Act, . . 146 
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POLICE TABLE 4.— CRIMINAL CLASSES— RETURN of the NUMBER of known Depredators, Offenders, and Suspected Persons at Large, within the Jurisdiction of 
each Police District in Ireland, in the Month of April, 1872, and of the HOUSES THET FREQUENT— contimed. 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 






Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





IRELAND. 



121 

POLICE TABLE 5. — RETURN OF INDICTABLE OFFENCES (not Disposed of Summarily). Number of Crimes Committed in each Poll k District (so far as known to 
the Police), the Number of Persons Apprehended, and the Disposal of the Charges against them, in the Year ended 31st December, 1871. 




• D, Rural part — Giasncrin to Castlcknock. f li, S. and Rural — Crumlin to Sandymount. t F, Rural— Merrion Old Church-yard to Mount Malpas, KiUincy Hill. 

§ Kilkenny District includes the county of the city of Kilkenny and part of the county of Kilkenny. 
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POLICE TABLE 5. — RETORN OF INDICTABLE OFFENCES (not Disposed of Summarily-). Number of Crimes Committed in each Police District (so far as : 
the Police), the Number of Persons Apprehended, and the Disposal of the Charges against them, in the Year ended 31st December, 1871— conlinued. 
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POLICE TABLE a.-KETOim OF INDICTABLE OFFENCES (not Dispose,, of Summary. Number of Ckimis Committed in each Poeice Disteict (so far as known to 
t"e Police), the Mimeee of Peesom, ArrnEnEEDED, and the Dispose of the dances against then, in the Tear ended gist December, 1871-Jll, 
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POLICE TABLE 6.— RETURN OF INDICTABLE OFFENCES (not Disposed of Summarily). Nature of the Crimes 
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POLICE TABLE 7. — RETURN OF INDICTABLE OFFENCES (not Disposed of Summarily). Total of the Crimes of each Class Committed (so far as known to the Police), 
the Nbmbeb of Persons Apprehended, and the manner in which they were disposed of, in the Year ended 31st December, 1871. 
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POLICE TABLE 8. RETURN -OF PERSONS PROCEEDED AGAINST FOR OFFENCES DETERMINED SUMMARILY. Rescit of tho Proceedings, in each Pouc 

District, against the Persons whose Cases were Determined Sommarilt by the Justices, in the Year ended 31st December, 1871— continued. 
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POLICE TABLE 8. RETURN OF PERSONS PROCEEDED AGAINST FOR OFFENCES DETERMINED SUMMARILY. Result of the Proceedings, in each Polic 
District, against the Persons whose Cases were Determined Summarily by the Justices, in the Year ended 31st December, 1871— concluded. 
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140 IRELAND. 

POLICE TABLE 1 1. — RETURN OF CLASS OF PEESONS PROCEEDED AGAINST in each Police Distbict, on Indictment, and Sosimabi 
31st December, 1871— continued. 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





IRELAND. 



3 41 




a Vide note e, Table 5, supra. I Vide note b, Table 5, supra. 
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INQUESTS — T. RETURN BY CORONERS OR THE NUMBER OP INQUESTS held in each Coroner’s District in the Year 1871 , touching tho Cause of the Death of any 
Person, and the Amount of Costs, including' Salaries, Fees, Allowances, and Expenscs-coohVW. 




t* Including one child who was kound so mutilated that sex'or legitimacy could not be ascertained. 
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INQUESTS 2 — SUMMARY OP RETURNS OP CORONERS showing Classification of Ages, Sexes, nn.l in case of Infants, Legitimacy for each Class of Verdict. 




T 
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a Of tho 33 Counties in Ireland, 30 nrc wholly and 6 partly proclaimed, 
proclaimed are Antrim, Donegal, Down, Fermanagh, and Londonderry. 
For presentments for compensation under the " Peaco Preserrotion Acl 



under the first part ol the “ Peaco Preservation Act," 1370. Tho only County entirely unproclaimcd is Tyrone. 
Ot the 8 Counties of Cities and Towns all are proclaimed except Carrickfergus. — Par. Pap., 1871; 339. 
t," vide Part II.— Proceedings common to three Superior Courts, Table 14. 
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CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS— IRELAND. 



Number of Persons for Trial at Assizes, the Dublin Commission Court, and Quarter 
Sessions in the Year 1871, the Offences with which they were charged, and the 
Result of the Proceedings, showing the Acquitted and Discharged, and the Sentences 
of those Convicted ; returned by the Clerks of the Crown and Peace, pursuant to 
7 Geo. IV., c. 74, s. 67, and compared with the Records of the Gaols. 



ALSO, 

Account showing Costs of Criminal Proceedings for Year ending 31st of March, 1872, 
v * z " -^e Sums paid by Her Majesty’s Treasury for Criminal Prosecutions at 
Assizes, the Dublin Commission Court, and Quarter Sessions, and for Px-oceedings 
at Petty Sessions, Inquests, and Police Courts (under Criminal Justice Act or other 
Statute or Authority), with Number of Prosecutions and Amount of Costs under 
each Head. 
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At Assizes, the Dublin Commission Court, and Quarter Sessions, with Costs. 

Table 1. Number of Persons for Trial in each County, with the Result of the Proceedings, 

2. Persons for Trial for each Offence and Class of Offences, with the Result of the Proceedings, . 
„ 3. Number and Sexes of Persons for Trial for the various Offences in each County, 

4. Account of Sums paid by Her Majesty's Treasury, with Number of .Prosecutions, and Costs 

under each Class of Courts, 

5. Comparative Number of Persons Convicted and Not Convicted in each of the last Ten Team, 

with the Offences with which they were Convicted or stood charged, . . • 

6. Number of Persons for Trial, and the Number Convicted and Not Convicted in each County 

in each of the last Ten Tears, 

7. Comparative Table showing the Sex of the Persons for Trial in each of the last Ten Tears, and 

Number in each County, respectively, . ..... 
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For Appeals from Magistrates, Applications for Spirit Licences and Bills of Indictment, Court for Consideration 
of Crown Cases Reserved and Jurors’ Sessions — Vide Part II. 
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and CLASS of OFFENCES tlio NUMBER of PERSONS for TRIAL in the Year 1871, and the RESULT cf the PROCEEDINGS. 
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of PERSONS for TRIAL in the Tear 187 and the NUMBER CONVICTED or CHARGED for each OFFENCE, the MEN and BOYS being distinguished Rol- 
and GIRLS. 
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CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AT ASSIZES, COMMISSION, AND QUARTER SESSIONS— TABLE 5 — COMPARATIVE NUMBER of PERSONS CONVICTED 
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CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AT ASSIZES, COMMISSION, AND QUARTER SESSIONS.-TABLE 5 — concluded . — COMPARATIVE NUMBER of PERSONS 
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CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AT ASSIZES, COMMISSION, AND QUARTER SESSIONS-TABLE 7— COMPARATIVE TABLE showing for each COUNTY, &C., the 
NUMBER of MEN and BOYS and the NUMBER of WOMEN and GIRLS for TRIAL in each of the last Ten Y'ears ( 1871 - 1862 ), 
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PRISONS— IRELAND. 



Counts' Gaols. 

Tables compiled from Returns from tbe Local Inspectors of Gaols. 

Bridewells. 

Tables compiled from Returns from Local Inspectors and Bridewell Keepers. 

Convict Prisons. 

Returns from the Directors of Convict Prisons. 



Reformatory Schools. 
Returns from Reformatory Schools. 

Industrial Schools. 

Returns from Industrial Schools. 



Criminal Lunatics and Insane Persons. 

Tables compiled from Returns from the Resident Medical Superintendents of District 
Lunatic Asylums. 
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GAOLS. TABLE 3 NUMBER of COMMITMENTS to the COUNTY and COUNTY of CITY and of TOWN GAOLS in the year 1871, 

previously committed, with the number of such Criminals 
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COMMITTED to the COUNTS' and COUNTS of CITS and of TOWN GAOLS in the Sear 1871. 
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regard to CAPACITY, HEALTH, and PUNISHMENTS for PRISON OFFENCES in the Year 1871 . 
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GAOLS— TABLE 7.— EXPENSES in DETAIL and TOTAL COSTS of the COUNTY and COUNTY 




Expenses included in Count)' Return. 
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GAOLS— TABLE 8— ESTABLISHMENT and TOTAL ORDINARY COSTS of the COUNTY and COUNTY 




a Acts also as Upper Warder. 6 Acts also as Storekeeper. c Acts also as Deputy Governor. 
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BRIDEWELLS— TABLE 2 — CAPACITY and STATE of BRIDEWELLS and FUNDS CHARGED with the EXPENSES of the several BRIDEWELLS in tho Tear 1871, 
from Returns made by Local, Inspectors and Bridewell Keepers. 
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CONVICT FBISONS. l. RETURN of the NUMBER of CONVICTS CONFINED, and of their DISPOSAL, during the Year 1871, made by the Directors of Convict Prisons. 
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REFORMATORY' SCHOOLS.— TABLE 3. —OFFENCES of which the BOYS and GIRLS were CONVICTED who wore RECEIVED direct from Gaols and Bridewells, 
under Stat. 31 & 82 Vic., o. 59, into REFORMATORY SCHOOLS during the Year 1871. 
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INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS.— TABLE I— Showing the NUMBER under DETENTION, COMMUTED, DISCHARGED, REMOVED, or TRANSFERRED, in the Year 1871, 
with the COSTS, under Stat. 31 Vic., c. 25 — continued. 
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INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS.— TABLE 2— Showing AUE and SEX, GROUNDS of COMMITTAL, STATE of INSTRUCTION and SOCIAL CONDITION on Admission. 




CRIMINAL LUNATICS IN ASYLUMS TABLE I.— NUMBER undergoing DETENTION, COMMITTED, and DISCHARGED or REMOVED in 

compiled from Returns mads by Resident Medical Superintendents. 
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CRIMINAL LUNATICS IN ASYLUMS. — TABLE 2 — Showing for each Asylum, L— The Number of those under DETENTION at the end of the Year 1871, and whether 



for each Asylum of those COMMITTED during the Year who had been Committed for each class of Offence; 
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JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 

PAST II. 



BETIIMS, I ABIES, AND E01I1S 



RELATING TO 

The Superior Courts of Common Law (including the Civil and Fiscal Jurisdiction and 
Jurisdiction in Appeals of Judges on Circuit) ; 

The Hi fli Court of Chancery, the Landed Estates Court, the Court of Probate, the 
High Court of Admiralty, and the Court of Bankruptcy and Insolvency ; 

The Supreme Courts of Appeal, vk-Her Majesty in Council, the House of Lords the 
Privy Council, Ireland, the Court of Appeal in Chancery, the Exchequer Chamber, 
and Court of Criminal Appeal ; 

The Courts of Chairmen of Counties and Recorders, Sheriffs’ duties, Local Charter Courts 
for the Recovery of Small Debts, Jurors’ Sessions, Civil Jurisdiction at Quarter 
Sessions, and the Civil Jurisdiction of Petty Sessions Courts. 
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Superior Courts, ... 

5. Consolidated Writ and Seal Office, 

6. Begistry of Judgments, 
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Table 1. Her Majesty in Council (Admiralty Appeals), 

2. House of Lords (Irish Appeals), .... 

3. Privy Council, Ireland, ..... 

4. Court of Appeal in Chancery, .... 

5. Exchequer Chamber, Court of Error, 

6. Registry Appeals, ..... 

7 . Court for Consideration of Crown Cases Reserved, . 



uarter Sessions — Civil Jurisdiction — Appeals from Magistrates am 
Bills of Indictment, .... 
ourts of Chairmen of Counties and Recorders : 

Service of Civil Bills, Ac. (Table 1), 

Land Cases (Tables 2, 3, 4), 

Civil Bills oilier than Ejectments and causes remitted, 
Causes remitted from Superior Courts, . 
urors’ Sessions (Tables 1, 2), 
pecial Proceedings of Recorders’ Courts, 

roceedings by Sheriffs (Tables 1, 2), including Special Jurors’ List 

ocal Charter Courts for Recovery of Small Debts, 

ivil Jurisdiction and attendance of Magistrates at Petty Sessions, 



for Spirit Licences and 



226-28 

226- 27 

227- 28 
229-30 



. 241 
. 242 
242-45 
. 246 
246-47 
. 247 
248-56 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




IRELAND. 



205 



COURT OF QUEER’S BENCH, CROWN SIDE—1. (a.) RETURN of certain of the PROCEEDINGS of the COURT on the CROWN SIDE in the Year 1871, made by the 
Queen’s Coroner and Attorney and Master on the Crown Side. 




i this Michaelmas Term, 



of" Savings ’ amounting to £2, MS iss. 2 <a, reduces me wiai iouv , . ' . 

ts cannot he correctly classified as heretofore under the heads ol "Objections Hiard, ai 
and invariably occupy tlic attention of tlio Court for portions of several days— for instance, 

JIDE. 1. ((,.) RETURN of PROCEEDINGS as to Claims for Malicious Injuries in the City and County of Dublin, for the \ car 1871. 
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COURT OF QUEEN’S BENCH— 2. RETURN of the PROCEEDINGS of the COURT on the PLEA 
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RETURN of PROCEEDINGS 



. SINGLE JUDGE in tho Tc 



COURT OF QUEEN’! 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 






Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




IRELAND. 



209 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 







Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 













212 



IRELAND. 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 









Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



IRELAND. 









214 



IRELAND. 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 









8 . PROCEEDINGS ON CIRCUIT-TABLE I. PROCEEDINGS in CAUSES entered for TRIAL in the COURTS of QUEEN'S BENCH, COMMON PLEAS, EXCHEQUER, 
COURT of PROBATE, Issues from CHANCERY, and Issues from LANDED ESTATES COURT, in the Year 1871, compiled from Returns made by the Judges' Rkcistraks. 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





216 



IRELAND. 




PROCEEDINGS oaf CIRCUIT— TABLE II. NATURE and RESULT of the CAUSES TRIED or otherwise disposed of on CIRCUIT, in the Year 1871, compiled from 
Returns made by Judges' Registrars, with Business on the Leinster Summer Circuit from one Registrar,' from Statistics for 1870. 
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Year 1871, compil 



TRIED on CIRCUIT 
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1 1 . PROCEEDINGS ON CIRCUIT.— TABLE IV. APPEALS from CHAIRMEN of COUNTIES and RECORDERS in 1871, from Returns made by Clerks of the Peace, 
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14. PROCEEDINGS ON CIRCUIT TABLE VII. PROCEEDINGS of JUDGE in connexion with CLAIMS for MURDER, MAIMING, &c.,* with preliminary proceedings 

before GRAND JURY in 1871, from Returns by Secretaries of GRAND JURIES and CLERKS of the CROWN. 
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HIGH COURT OF CHANCERY. — 5. RETURN of PROCEEDINGS in the OFFICE of the CLERK of RECORDS and WRITS, for the Tear ended 1st Nov 
made by the Clerk of Records and Writs. 
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LANDED ESTATES COURT. — Table 5. RETURN of PROCEEDINGS in tlie RECORD of TITLE OFFICE for the Tear ended 1st November,' 1871. 




COURT 01 



RETURN of PROCEEDINGS . 



REGISTRY in the 



COURT OF 



COURT 01 
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COURT OF PROBATE — Table 4. RETURN of PROCEEDINGS before the DISTRICT REGISTRARS in the Year 1871, mid of the AMOUNT of PROBATE DUTY received, 
ilod from Returns made by the District Registrars. 
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HIGH COURT OP ADMIRALTY— 2. RETURN of PROCEEDINGS in the HIGH COURT of ADMIRALTY of IRELAND for the Year ended 31st December, 1871 

made by the Recistrar. 
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INSOLVENCY.— 1. RETURN of PROCEEDINGS in BANKRUPTCY : 



INSOLVENCY— 2. RETURN of PROCEEDINGS in INSOLVENCY i 



COURT OF BANKRUPTCY 
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COURT OF BANKRUPTCY AND INSOLVENCY. 3. TABLE Compiled from Unpublished Returns of OFFICIAL ASSIGNEES to PARLIAMENT under IRTur 
BANKRUPTCY and INSOLVENCY ACT, 1857, showing the state of the Bankruptcies and Insolvencies under the charge of each Offic[al Assies be, for the Tear 1871 




SUPREME COURTS OF APPEAL. 

1. ADMIRALTY APPEALS BEFORE I1ER MA J ESTY IN^COUNC^L.--RETORN ^of^Um PROCEEDINGS^ the JUDICIAL COMMITTEE of the PRIVY COUNCIL 

No Appeals whatever have been lodged from Ireland to Her Majesty in Council. 

S. HOUSE OF LORDS. RETURN of JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS of the HOUSE on APPEALS and CAUSES in ERROR from IXilSH COURTS • 
the Year 1871, made by the Clebk of the Paruamrsts. 
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3 . PRIVY COUNCIL IN IRELAND.— RETURN of JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS of the PRIVY COUNCIL in the Year 1871, made by the CnEnKof the Codhch. 




H COURT OP CHANCERY APPEAL— RETURN 



id APPEAL i 



COURT OP ERROR, EXCHEQUER CHAMBER— I. RETURN 



i COURT i 



PROCEEDINGS. 



Appeals — Judgnu 



REGISTRY APPEALS 



COURT OP EXCHEQUER CHAMBER— II. RETURN of PROCEEDINGS 
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COURTS OF CHAIRMEN OF COUNTIES AND RECORDERS.— TABLE 1— CIVIL BILL EJECTMENTS, REPLEVINS, and other CIVIL BILLS Served in 1871, 
from Returns made by Process Servers appointed by CHAIRMEN of COUNTIES and RECORDERS. 
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COURTS OF CHAIRMEN OF COUNTIES AND RECORDERS.— TABLE 2. Ejectments and Proceedings as to Lind, for the Tear 1871, from Returns made by Clerks 
of the Peace and Registrars of Recorders. 




a Including cases remaining orer for hearing. b Approximated by adding 25 per cent, to Fermanagh. ^ ^ 
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COURTS OF CHAIRMEN OF COUNTIES AND RECORDERS.— TABLE 3.— RETURN of PROCEEDINGS in the Years 1870 and 1871, under the Landlord and Tenant 
(Ireland) Act, 1870, from Returns made by the Clerks of the Peace. 




; include the counties of Antrim, Down, Dublin, Dublin City, Kildare, Monaghan, and Queen's county. 
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COURTS OF CII AIRMEN OF COUNTIES AND RECORDERS — TABLE 4.— PROCEEDINGS at LAND SESSIONS under the Landlord and Tenant (Ireland) Act, 1870, 
showing AMOUNT CLAIMED and AWARDED with COSTS — concluded. 
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COURTS OF CHAIRMEN OF COUNTIES AND RECORDERS.— TABLE 5. Cira. Btu.s other than Ejectments and other than Causes remitted from Superior Courts for the year 
1871, made by Clerks of the Peace and Registrars of Recorders. 
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JURORS’ SESSIONS— TABLE II— PROCEEDINGS in revision of JURORS' LISTS of COUNTIES nt large in the Year 1871, from Returns by the Clerks of tlio Peace. 
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RETURN of PROCEEDINGS in the Year 1871, as to the ATTENDANCE of MAGISTRATES and the NUMBER of CIVIL CASES other than PROCEEDINGS as to 
COTTIER TENANTS, and as to COTTIER TENANTS under STATUTE 23 & 24 VIC., c. 154, and as to OVERHOLDING TENANTS in TOWNS under 14 & Is VIC., 
e. 92, made by Clerks of Petti Sessiohs. 
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[ CIVIL .CASES oi 



■r than PROCEEDINGS at 



COTTIER. TENANTS, and as 



a COTTIER TENANTS under STATUTE 2i 
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ae Year 1871. as to the ATTENDANCE of MAGISTRATES and the NUMBER of CIVIL CASES other than PROCEEDINGS as to 
o COTTIER TENANTS under STATUTE 23 & 24 VIC., c. 154, and as to OVERIIOLDING TENANTS in TOWNS under 14 & 15 VIC., 
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